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A friend of mine was talking 
to a person who was sharing 
concerns about Obamacare, 
wondering whether it would 
be repealed or replaced, and 
thinking out loud about what 
repeal or replacement would 
mean to him and his family. 

Among his anxieties: What 
would repeal do to the 
healthcare marketplace? What 
would it mean for his insurance 
premiums? Something good? 
Something bad? 

What did “repeal and replace” 
mean, anyway? Replace with 
what? Some are calling for 
“repeal and repair.” Repair how? 

The man asked my friend if he 
was fretting over any of these 
things, and what he planned to 
do depending upon decisions 
made by Congress and the 
President. 

My friend said, “I’m not worried 
about it.”

“You’re not?” said the other 
man. “I don’t see how that’s 
possible.”

“I’m a member of Christian 
Healthcare Ministries, a health 
cost sharing organization,” my 
friend said. “It has been serving 
Christians since 1981 and has 
had only one rate increase in 
over 17 years. A year ago, after 
all the bills for my surgery came 
in and were shared by CHM, 
I was out of pocket nothing 
for the surgery center, surgeon, 
anesthesiologist and the other 
bills.

“I don’t spend time concerned 
about what happens, or doesn’t 
happen, with Obamacare 
apart from my interest in it as 
a citizen and a taxpayer,” my 
friend said. “On a personal 
basis, I’m not affected.”

The other man said, “That 
sounds too good to be true.”

That last statement is something 
I hear a lot as I explain CHM 
to Christians in search of health 
cost support. It hasn’t lessened 
as the Obamacare debate 
continues. 

Prospective members often 
want to know how CHM fits 
into the Affordable Care Act 
(Obamacare), if members are 
penalized for not having health 
insurance, or just what the deal 
is with respect to the law and 
healthcare sharing ministries. 

CHM is an eligible option 
under Obamacare; the law 
doesn’t penalize members 
for not having health 
insurance. CHM 
enables members of 
the Body of Christ 
to exercise the 
religious freedom—
which is their right 
as Americans—
to share their 
healthcare dollars 
toward their own 
needs and those of their fellow 
Christians. 

We exist to enable Christians 
to meet each other’s healthcare 
costs. We’re simply helping 
Christians live Galatians 6:2: 
“Bear one another’s burdens and 

so fulfill the law of Christ.”
If someone tells you they know 
that Obamacare will be changed 
and what it will look like on the 
other side, that person is likely 
selling something. If members 
of Congress and the President 
haven’t reached those specifics, 
no one else will be speaking 
with anything other than 
opinion. 

The hubbub in Washington 
is one thing. CHM’s 
presence—as a part of the 
solution to healthcare costs 
while serving our members 
biblically, affordably, and 
compassionately—is another. 

What I can tell you is that 
this ministry was in operation 
for nearly 30 years before 
Obamacare came into existence. 
Our purpose—to glorify God 
and serve His people—hasn’t 
changed. 

We will, of course, keep 
you informed of anything 

legislatively that could 
affect you and 

CHM, your 
ministry. But 
nothing of that 
nature exists as 
of this writing. 

And ultimately, 
God is in 
control, and 

we’ll be here 
as long as the Lord wishes us to 
serve Him—and you—in this 
way. 

 

SINCE 

the original
biblical solution

to healthcare costs

http://www.facebook.com/christianhealthcareministries
http://www.facebook.com/christianhealthcareministries
mailto:info%40chministries.org?subject=
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Aspiring retirees join CHM at just the right time
Healthcare professionals learn firsthand how CHM works
Looking for affordable healthcare 
options

Rick Barker, Lancaster, Pa.: I am a 
pharmacist who decided to work part-time 
in Jan. 2016 with the goal of retiring three 
or four years later. The big (but common) 
hurdle was what to do about healthcare 
coverage. Experience in my profession 
taught me that Obamacare contributed to 

higher health 
insurance 
premiums for 
less coverage. 
I searched 
online for 
alternatives.

In more than 
40 years as a 
Christian I’d 
never heard 
of health cost 
sharing, but 

an internet search revealed several options. 
Careful research showed me that CHM 
was the best option. My wife, Diane, and I 
were in good health, so making the “leap” 

didn’t seem like a big risk. The cost was 
reasonable and the ministry has a sound 
track record, so we jumped in with both 
feet.

Renee Skutt, Beaverton, Mich: I joined 
CHM in December 2014, about the same 
time I retired from 42 years of service as a 
nurse. I’d learned that Obamacare would 
cost me over $600 per month. A friend 
recommended I check out CHM.

Experiencing a health event

Renee Skutt: The month after I joined 
CHM, I fell while on vacation and 
sprained my left knee. After a slow 
recovery, I fell again on the same knee, 
this time on a small patch of ice on my 
driveway. I was terrified. I wasn’t sure how 
CHM worked and my knee continued to 
get worse. I couldn’t believe this happened 
so soon after signing up with the ministry. 
I’d quickly gone from an active person to 
someone nearly couch-bound.

Rick Barker: I experienced a severe case 
of heartburn 11 days after we joined the 

ministry. After treatment with over-the-
counter medication, it subsided.

Two days later I was working at the 
pharmacy when my heartburn returned 
with increased intensity.

Even after working so long in the medical 
field, I was in denial about what was 
happening to me. On her way to pick 
me up, Diane called a nearby hospital to 
let them know she was bringing in her 
husband who was suffering a heart attack. 
I tried to talk her into taking me home 
instead, but she took one look at me and 
proceeded to the emergency room.

Within 20 minutes, I was in the operating 
room having a stent inserted into an artery 
that was 100 percent blocked. Thankfully, 
a cardiologist who had just left was only 
blocks away and quickly returned to the 
hospital when he heard about me.

Medical bills and how CHM helped

Rick Barker: The ministry staff was 

See “Aspiring retirees,” page 14

CHM for newbies (part 4): what to do when you 
need medical care
Editor’s note: To read the first three articles 
in this series, see the CHM January, 
February and March 2017 newsletters at 
chministries.org/newsletter. 

This information also is available online at 
chministries.org/whattodo.

In emergency situations

1. Immediately seek medical care. Call 
9-1-1 if the situation is life threatening. 
If you are a Gold member and your 

condition is less serious but requires 
immediate care, consider if an urgent 
care center will meet your needs 
(emergency rooms are usually more 
expensive and may take much longer 
than urgent care centers). 

2. Seek financial assistance when your 
condition is stable. Getting well is your 
first priority. When your condition is 
stable, you, a friend or a family member 
responsible for your care can follow the 
steps under “General information” (see 
page 13).

In non-emergency situations

1. Consider “shopping around” for 
healthcare providers in your area. 
You’ll find that some healthcare 
providers are willing to reduce their 
charges for self-pay patients. Though 
you may go to any hospital or doctor 
office for treatment, conducting cost 
research helps lower medical care costs 
because you often can choose to receive 

See “What to do,” page 13

http://www.chministries.org/newsletter
http://www.chministries.org/whattodo


Christian Healthcare Ministries  •  April 20174

Medical 
Consultant

Christian Healthcare
Ministries
127 Hazelwood Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 330-848-1511
Fax: 330-848-4322

E-mail: 
doc@chministries.org

Health education 
resources at:
chministries.org/
healthinfo

Dr. Michael 
Jacobson, D.O.

Eczema: two members see improvement 
by addressing allergy

Healthwatch - promoting biblical health and wellness by Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.

© Dr. Michael D. Jacobson. Do not reproduce this article without permission.

In the January 2017 newsletter 
(see chministries.org/
newsletter), I wrote a column on 
eczema and allergy. In response, 
two members wrote to share how, 
for them, addressing underlying 
allergies was critical in bringing 
eczema under control. 

First member response 

Hi Dr. Jacobson, 

You were absolutely right 
to mention food allergies or 
sensitivities to the person who wrote 
in about eczema. My son broke out 
in eczema before his first birthday. 
The doctor said the irritation was 
unavoidable and should clear up 
before my son turned two. I didn’t 
buy that answer and discovered 
he was allergic to rice, wheat and 
oats! Our doctor wouldn’t believe 
it. I took him off of those grains 
and his eczema didn’t come back. 
Eventually, we found he could 
eat those things but he also had 
allergies to nuts and sesame seeds. 

As an adult it’s especially difficult 
to find out what you’re allergic to. 

I had a problem with Burning 
Mouth Syndrome and eventually 
discovered what foods bother me 
by practically fasting for a week. It 
was challenging but it was a quick 
way to discover the problem’s cause 
as well as to kick my sugar habit. I 
encourage others to try it but they 
all think I’m nuts. 

Anyway, I’m so encouraged to see 
your answer to the eczema problem 

as I’m sure many people, including 
doctors, see changing the food we 
eat as a last resort. 

Another member 
wrote: 

Good morning, Dr. 
Jacobson. Thank you 
for your work with 
CHM! 

I just read your 
article about eczema 
and, for what it’s worth, I wanted 
to share a personal experience. I’ve 
had eczema my whole life and 
now have it well controlled with 
moisturizers and occasional steroid 
use. 

But before that, for almost two 
years I got incredibly severe eczema 
on my hands and lips that wouldn’t 
respond to anything. Finally last 
year I went to a new dermatologist 
who was more interested in finding 
causes than treating symptoms. 

The dermatologist did a “patch 
test”–I had already had regular 
allergy “prick tests” done as a 
child–of environmental chemicals 
and substances. Through that, 
I found out I’m very allergic to 
Phenoxyethanol, a preservative in 
the baby wipes I’d been using on 
my children for two years. That’s 
why my hands were cracked and 
bleeding. It was also in my makeup 
(causing itchy eyelids), and in 
my shampoo (causing seborrheic 
dermatitis). I also found out I’m 
allergic to propolis, which was 
in the beeswax in my lip balm. 

Switching to vegan lip balm 
cleared the eczema on my lips. 

Patch testing was a 
revelation to me, and 
it was so empowering 
to find the definitive 
root cause of my 
symptoms and 
eliminate them, rather 
than unsuccessfully 
treat symptoms or 
randomly guess at 
dietary/environmental 

changes. And I never knew it 
existed before that dermatology 
appointment. Best $350 I ever 
spent! 

Thank you once more for sharing 
your experience and wisdom with 
the CHM community. 

Dr. Jacobson: 

Both of these members are 
to be congratulated for their 
responsibility and assertiveness 
in pursuing real answers to an 
often very besetting, chronic 
diagnosis. Their persistence 
paid off with not only improved 
symptom control, but rendering 
the “disease” of eczema much less 
active. 

I’ve included my response to the 
second member: 

Thank you very much for taking 
the time to write and for sharing 
your experience with eczema. 
This kind of information is 
valuable to me and others. 

See “Eczema and allergy,” page 17

mailto:doc%40chministries.org?subject=
http://www.chministries.org/healthinfo
http://www.chministries.org/healthinfo
http://www.chministries.org/newsletter
http://www.chministries.org/newsletter
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Member offers tips, says “CHM is an indicator of 
God’s love for us”

IRS Form 8965 
Most members* must include IRS Form 8965 “Health Coverage 
Exemptions” when filing their 2016 taxes. Please tell your 
tax professional about your membership and this form 
to attach to your IRS Form 1040, 1040A, or 1040EZ. 

As a CHM member you have no reason or requirement to go 
to the health insurance marketplace or insurance exchanges. 
Simply file Form 8965 with your taxes and only fill out Part 
3 of the form. You can find a sample of Form 8965 with 
Part 3 completed on our website at chministries.org/taxes. 
(Your CHM join date appears on your membership card.) 

Electronic (online) filing
If you use electronic software to file your taxes the software 

should automatically ask 

you the questions that appear on Form 8965. Follow the prompts 
to claim exemptions for family members who participated in CHM 
for all or part of the 2016 tax year. If your tax software asks for an 
ECN number, skip that page or window to go to the next step. 

* Members who were part of a group in 2016 
Please contact your group administrator for tax help. Group 
administrators with questions should speak to an attorney 
knowledgeable about both taxes and the Affordable Care Act.

* Members who had Medicare in 2016 
Members who had Medicare for all of 2016 should not 
file Form 8965. Since Medicare is your primary source of 
health cost provision, please indicate that you have health 
insurance when filing your taxes by mail or online. For 
further questions, please consult your tax professional. 

4
The following is for informational 

purposes only and should not 
be construed as legal, tax or 

accounting advice.

Taxe$ As you know, Christian Healthcare Ministries is an eligible option under the Affordable Care Act, 
commonly known as Obamacare. (Visit chministries.org/affordablecareact for more information, 
including the exact wording in the law.) This year, the filing deadline for taxes is April 18.

For further questions, please 
contact your tax professional

EXTRA GIVING
Except in Missouri, monthly financial gifts to CHM are not tax-deductible. Only extra giving (including Prayer Page donations) 
is considered tax-deductible. CHM mailed a tax statement to all Missouri members, but only to members from other states 
who in 2016 contributed extra giving. If you didn’t participate in extra giving in 2016, you did not receive a tax statement. 

By Barrie Lewis, Rock Hill, S.C.
Being part of the CHM family is one very 
clear indicator of God’s love for us!

My husband, 
Lawrence, and 
I joined CHM 
in March 2014. 
In mid-to-late 
2015, Lawrence’s 
occasional neck 
pain became 
painfully chronic 
for the next six 
months. His 
left side was 
exceptionally 
weak and often 
went numb.

Various tests revealed that his condition 
was degenerative and not the result of a 
particular incident. He underwent surgery 
in early 2016, and CHM shared his bills 
totaling $42,867.

Going through the sharing process was 
“great for my head,” so to speak. Our 

culture often leads us to believe that 
we need health insurance to receive 
quality care or that it’s the best way 
to pay for medical expenses.

I learned that self-pay patients have 
no reason to apologize when we 
say we’re self-pay and are members 
of a health cost sharing ministry. 
Christians sharing each other’s 
medical burdens better fosters the 
desire to understand and carry our 
own personal responsibility. I learned 
many things throughout our medical 
experience, and I’d like to offer some 
advice for those who incur medical 
bills.

• Keep thorough records.* Unintentional 
errors and oversights by providers are not 
that unusual. Keeping a record of phone 
calls and receipts goes a long way.

• Ask away. Surprisingly, some of the 
highest discounts are offered from those 
to whom the most money is owed, simply 
by asking. For example, our bills were 
originally $120,000, but I was amazed 
by how willing each provider was to offer 
us discounts. I’m confident we weren’t 
“sponging,” but instead gave providers 
the opportunity to make legitimate 
adjustments to our expenses.

• Ask CHM to help you take advantage 
of significant discounts. When I notified 
CHM that the hospital was willing to give 
a large discount if paid by a certain date, 
they worked with me to make the most of 
that opportunity.

• Open a savings account for out-of-
pocket expenses. If possible, set aside 
funds to help you pay on your medical 
payment plan until CHM finishes 
processing your medical bills, especially if 

See “Lewis testimony,” page 17

“[We are led] to believe 
that we need health 
insurance to receive 
quality care or that 

it’s the best way to pay 
for medical expenses. 
I learned that self-pay 

patients have no reason 
to apologize when we say 

we’re self-pay and are 
members of a health cost 

sharing ministry.”
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See “Meet your staff,” page 17

Meet your CHM staff: Kathy Blanks and Alex Mills
Kathy Blanks and Alex Mills have joined 
the CHM staff. As a Needs Processing staff 
person, Kathy enters medical bills into 
the ministry’s database. Alex serves with 
CHM’s IT team, performing hardware 
setup, ordering supplies, serving alongside 
CHM’s shipping and receiving team, 
and helping prepare members’ billing 
statements. They shared a bit about 
themselves:

Kathy Blanks

How did you become 
a believer? As a child, 
I saw my parents 
seek God fervently. I 
accepted Christ at 13 
and developed into 

the believer I am today because of their 
example. I still have the same Bible my 
mom gave me.

What’s the most unusual job you’ve had? 
The most unique job I’ve had was being a 
quality analyst who inspected semi-trucks. 
I was required to have a CDL license to 
test trucks’ operation in a dynamometer (at 
65mph in a garage!) and on the highway.

Name one important lesson you’ve 
learned. My family lives near a housing 
development of people who struggle 
financially. While driving my kids one 
day, I saw a young woman from the 
development pushing a baby carriage in 
the rain. I instinctively pulled over and 
gave her my umbrella. When my son asked 

why, I told him I’d gladly give something 
to someone who needs it more, because 
God always “gives back.” I learned that 
my children seeing me do the right thing 
is even more important than telling them 
what’s right. 

Describe your favorite vacation. My 
husband and I recently visited our son 
in Palermo, Italy. He has been playing 
professional European basketball. We 
enjoyed seeing Palermo, Sicily’s capital, and 
tasting the food. They eat fresh, drink a lot 
of espresso, and walk or ride bikes often.

What’s your top bucket list item? I 
absolutely must visit Belize, Bora Bora and 
Hawaii. The beach and ocean refresh me.

CHM income statements 2015-2017 

Total revenue

Medical bills shared

Program services

Administrative 
expenses

2017 (budget)

$340,200,000

$27,216,000 8%

$3,402,000 1%

$2,382,000 1%

Editor’s note: To request 
more information about 
CHM finances, contact 
Director of Finance 
Charity Beall at cbeall@
chministries.org.

“Christian Healthcare Ministries’ increased 
membership over the past years, along with 
keeping our administrative costs very low, 

has resulted in a financially strong ministry.”

-Roger Kittelson
CHM Vice President &  
Chief Financial Officer

2015

$145,737,936

$12,238,070 8%

$1,360,759 1%

$16,855,241 12%Change in net assets

$307,200,000 90%$115,283,866 79%

2016

$220,332,145

$16,005,688 7%

$1,619,824 1%

$27,929,961 13%

$174,776,672 79%

mailto:cbeall%40chministries.org?subject=
mailto:cbeall%40chministries.org?subject=
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Prayer PageAll the believers were one in heart and mind. No 
one claimed that any of his possessions was his 

own, but they shared everything they had...There 
were no needy persons among them. Acts 4:32, 34a

April 2017

Christian Healthcare 
Ministries 

Prayer Page

127 Hazelwood Ave
Attn: Prayer Page

Barberton, OH 44203
Phone: 330-848-1511 

(ask for the Prayer 
Page)

Fax: 330-798-6105

chministries.org
E-mail: prayerpage@

chministries.org

What is the 
Prayer Page?

The Prayer Page is an 
additional means by 
which CHM members 
help other Christians.

The medical needs 
listed on these pages 
are ongoing bills from 
pre-existing conditions, 
which do not qualify 
for sharing through 
the regular CHM 
program. (They are not 
bills incurred before 
members 
joined CHM.) 
Giving to needs 
listed on these pages 
is not your CHM 
monthly gift. It is an 
opportunity to give 
over and above your 
gift amount. We urge 
you to send cards of 
encouragement even 
if you are unable to 
contribute financially.

Guidelines Z and AA 
(chministries.org/
guidelines) contain 
complete information.
See the sidebars on 
pages 8-9 for more info
on how to give.

7

Continued on page 8

Prayer Page Giving

Each need would be met in full if each 
member family contributed 

$16.27 this month or $5.43 for the next 
three months.

These amounts are suggestions; please 
consider giving today.

Prayer Page total needs 
remaining this month: 
$2,158,244

Please do not send financial gifts 
directly to the people listed below. 
Giving should be sent via the 
CHM office (see page 8 sidebar). 
Addresses are provided below if 
you wish to send cards, letters or 
emails of encouragement.

1. Robert Aldrine: 2691 Maya 
Way, Montrose, CO 81401 
Condition: hernia repair. Total 
bills: $21,517. Donations: 
$11,222. Remaining: $10,295.

2. Robert Ashba: 1041 Margie 
St., Summerton, SC 29148 
(bashba59@gmail.com) 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $38,983. Donations: 
$30,267. Remaining: $8,716.

3. Sage Bainter: 245 Deadman 
Canyon Rd., Big Timber, 
MT 59011 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$25,608. Donations: $21,156. 
Remaining: $4,452. 

4. Kyle Barnes: 194 Elm St., 
Covington, GA 30014 
Condition: rare heart condition. 
Total bills: $61,443. Donations: 
$52,265. Add-on bills: $2,041. 
Remaining: $11,219.

5. Sherrie Barton: PO Box 
2232, Stephenville, TX 
76401 (sbarton515@aol.com) 

Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $13,264. Donations: 
$8,895. Remaining: $4,369. 

6. Jeff Bathiany: 311 37th St. 
#2B, Marathon, FL 33050 
Condition: Tourette syndrome/
cervical spinal stenosis. Total 
bills: $44,000. Donations: 
$35,839. Remaining: $8,161.

7. Addi Bennett: PO Box 374, 
Kersey, CO 80644 (msb332@
yahoo.com) Condition: heart 
ablation. Total bills: $12,321. 
Donations: $34,312. Add-on 
bills: $58,797. Remaining: 
$36,806.

8. Kathleen Bishop: 2539-1 
Shoal Creek Church Rd., 
Shelby, NC 28152 Condition: 
heart blockage. Total bills: 
$20,779. Donations: $15,375. 
Remaining: $5,404.

9. Randal Bland: 3540 S 251 
Rd., El Dorado Springs, MO 
64744 Condition: osteoarthritis. 
Total bills: $30,506. Donations: 
$11,455. Remaining: $19,051.

10. Roman Borntrager: 1321 E. 
Main St., Linn, MO 65051 
(romanborntrager@gmail.com) 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $20,500. Donations: 
$15,484. Remaining: $5,016.

11. Nathan Brower: 11690 
Highland Colony 
Dr., Roswell, 
GA 30075 
(tamarabrower@
gmail.com) 
Condition: surgery 
for pectus excavatum 
(congenital 
condition). Total 
bills: $63,779. 
Donations: $46,948. 
Remaining: 
$16,831.
12. Kathleen 
Brubaker: 110079 

SE 50th Ave., Sawyer, KS 
67134 (dkbru90@gmail.com) 
Condition: autoimmune disease. 
Total bills: $13,013. Donations: 
$23,896. Add-on bills: $15,349. 
Remaining: $4,466. 

13. David T. Campbell: PO Box 
453, Powell, WY 82435 (dave@
davecampbelloutdoors.com) 
Condition: spinal stenosis/
laminectomy. Total bills: 
$50,746. Donations: $44,916. 
Remaining: $5,830.

14. Roland Carson: 22661 
CR 3313, Chandler, TX 
75758 (picknspur@aol.com) 
Condition: bladder cancer. 
Total bills: $11,072. Donations: 
$5,924. Remaining: $5,148.

15. Carmen Catalano: 682 
Candlewood Hill Rd., 
Higganum, CT 06441 
(tcm1doc@aol.com) Condition: 
cataract surgery. Total bills: 
$12,893. Donations: $6,463. 
Discounts: $535. Remaining: 
$5,895.

16. Oscar Centeno: 22103 
Pelican Creek, San Antonio, TX 
78258 (centenofarmers@gmail.
com)  Condition: gallbladder 
surgery. Total bills: $2,500. 
Donations: $2,379. Add-on 
bills: $4,465. Remaining: 
$4,586. 

17. Donald Churchill: PO Box 
1061, Haines, AK 99827 
Condition: heart condition. Total 
bills: $9,269. 

18. Nancy Conkey: 1623 Druid 
Dr., Copley, OH 44321 
Condition: spinal stenosis/back 
surgery. Total bills: $10,015. 
Donations: $1,683. Remaining: 
$8,332.

19. Derek Conte: 3490 Vinings 
North Trail, Smyrna, GA 30080 
Condition: hip replacement. 

http://www.chministries.org
mailto:prayerpage%40%20chministries.org?subject=
mailto:prayerpage%40%20chministries.org?subject=
http://www.chministries.org/guidelines
http://www.chministries.org/guidelines
mailto:bashba59%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sbarton515%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:msb332%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:msb332%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:romanborntrager%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:tamarabrower%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:tamarabrower%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dkbru90%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dave%40davecampbelloutdoors.com?subject=
mailto:dave%40davecampbelloutdoors.com?subject=
mailto:picknspur%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:tcm1doc%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:centenofarmers%40gmail.com?subject=
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Who can give?

All readers are invited 
to give to Prayer Page 
needs (above regular 
monthly gifts) as they 
feel led.

All giving is voluntary; 
there is no obligation 
to give to Prayer Page 
needs to remain a 
CHM member.

How much 
should I give?

Give however much 
you feel led to give. 

See the “Prayer Page 
Giving” box on page 7 
for suggestions.

How do I 
send my gift?

You can send financial 
gifts to the CHM 
office and they will 
be forwarded to 
the recipient you 
choose. Gifts sent in 
this manner are tax 
deductible.

Please make your 
check out to CHM 
and write “Prayer 
Page” and the name of 
the gift recipient in the 
memo line. We will 
deposit your check and 
generate another check 
to send to the recipient 
of your choice. We will 
forward any card or 
encouraging note that 
you include, or you 
can send it directly to 
the recipient.

 
Continued on the page 
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And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise hi

Total bills: $9,162. Donations: 
$1,566. Remaining: $7,596.

20. David Cooper: PO Box 
134, Woodland, NC 27897 
Condition: heart procedure. 
Total bills: $47,249. Donations: 
$39,353. Remaining: $7,896. 

21. Valerie Craft: 116 Gregory 
Rd., Conroe, TX 77304 
Condition: cerebral aneurysm. 
Total bills: $39,651. Donations: 
$22,080. Add-on bills: $2,078. 
Remaining: $19,649.

22. Brett Davenport: 16 Dodd 
Lane, Inman, SC 29349 
(brdavenport38@gmail.com)  
Condition: degenerative disc/
neck pain. Total bills: $8,276. 
Donations: 3,867. Remaining: 
$4,820. 

23. Marsha Davis: 285 Sandra 
Lane, Cleveland, GA 30528 
Condition: foot infection/
surgery. Total bills: $32,736. 
Donations: $14,590. 
Remaining: $18,146.

24. Judy DeHaan: 624 Rocking 
Horse Dr., Bozeman, MT 
59718 (judykdehaan@
yahoo.com) Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills $16,416. 
Donations: $9,970. Add-on 
bills: $1,265. Remaining: 
$7,711.

25. Kathleen Dellinger: 
1064 Riding Trail Ln., 
Concord, NC 28027 (jason@
dellingerinsurance.com)  
Condition: benign thyroid 
nodule. Total bills: $14,074. 
Donations: $5,675. Add-on 
bills: $1,014. Remaining: 
$9,413. 

26. Lowell Devitt: 47961 
258th St., Brandon, SD 
57005 (marlownet@yahoo.
com) Condition: heart attack 
and procedure. Total bills: 
$46,833. Donations: $37,916. 
Remaining: $8,917.

27. Stephen Doutrich: 2 
Hemlock Dr., Lancaster, PA 
17602 (dldoutrich@juno.

com) Condition: degenerative 
disc disease. Total bills: $12,340. 
Donations: $7,655. Remaining: 
$4,685.

28. Joseph Driscoll: PO Box 
5403, Abilene, TX 79608 
Condition: hiatal hernia surgery. 
Total bills: $7,308. Donations: 
$6,144. Add-on bills: $7,440. 
Remaining: $8,604.

29. Doris Duncan: 5026 Mayfair 
Rd., North Canton, OH 44720 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $32,596. Donations: 
$16,121. Remaining: $16,475.

30. Donna Eby: 2255 W Miner 
Rd., Wickenburg, AZ 85390 
Condition: nasal polyp surgery. 
Total bills: $14,107. Donations: 
$6,634. Remaining: $7,473.

31. Sandra Erlenbach: PO Box 
577, Millersport, OH 43046 
(1930modela@columbus.
rr.com) Condition: arthritis/
knee replacement. Total bills: 
$63,554. Donations: $45,220. 
Discounts: $111. Add-on bills: 
$3,408. Remaining: $21,631. 

32. Cathy Fitzsimmons: 193 
Creekside Dr., Danville, IN 
46122 (fitznhaiti@gmail.com) 
Condition: stroke. Total bills: 
$3,861. Donations: $1,155.
Discounts: $832. Add-on bills: 
$4,340. Remaining: $6,214.

33. Brenda Fox: 8601 Wakefield 
Dr., McKinney, TX 75070 
(bfox51@yahoo.com) 
Condition: spinal stenosis. Total 
bills: $46,409. Donations: 
$42,948. Add-on bills: $9,044. 
Remaining: $12,505.

34. Kathy Gaffney: 40202 
Pipestone Rd., Magnolia, TX 
77354 Condition: pelvic organ 
prolapse. Total bills: $15,115. 
Donations: $6,575. Remaining: 
$8,540.

35. Janice Garbet: 20319 Elder 
Rd., Granby, MO 64844 
(jangarbethealth@gmail.com) 
Condition: spinal stenosis. Total 
bills: $19,844. Donations: 

$10,667. Remaining: $9,177.
36. Karen Garibay: 300 Modene 

Ave., Waxahachie, TX 75165 
(hachie17@sbcglobal.net) 
Condition: heart attack/
triple bypass surgery. Total 
bills: $141,187. Donations: 
$73,096. Discounts: $16,187. 
Remaining: $51,903.

37. Candace Garner: 3756 
Rd. 84, Lingle, WY 82223  
Condition: ureter repair. Total 
bills: $34,476. Donations: 
$32,356. Add-on bills: $2,188. 
Remaining: $4,308.

38. Mark Gasster: 3656 
Harkness St., Napa, CA 94558 
Condition: epilepsy. Total bills: 
$11,682. Donations: $38,949. 
Add-on bills: $60,178. 
Remaining: $32,911.

39. Natalya Goncharova: PO 
Box 349, Maple Valley, WA 
98038 (kleinrd@earthlink.
net) Condition: carotid tumor 
surgeries. Total bills: $13,749. 
Donations: $30,533. Add-on 
bills: $32,093. Remaining: 
$15,309.

40. Darryl Graber: 56811 
County Rd. 27, Goshen, IN 
46528 (wellmangraber@
hotmail.com) Condition: atrial 
fibrillation/heart ablation. Total 
bills: $76,810. Donations: 
$72,442. Add-on bills: $5,171. 
Remaining: $9,539.

41. Melody Gray: 452 
Saddlebrooke Rd., Lexington, 
SC 29072 (carolinagirl1@
hotmail.com) Condition: 
gallbladder surgery. Total bills: 
$26,786. Donations: $14,729. 
Remaining: $12,057. 

42. Beth Grimm: 428 E. Orange 
St., Lancaster, PA 17602 
(bethgrimm428@gmail.com)  
Condition: herniated disc. Total 
bills: $15,872. Donations: 
$22,248. Add-on bills: 
$27,353. Remaining: $20,977.

43. Timothy Grubb: 3520 6th 
Ave., Beaver Falls, PA 15010 

mailto:brdavenport38%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:judykdehaan%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:judykdehaan%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:jason%40dellingerinsurance.com?subject=
mailto:jason%40dellingerinsurance.com?subject=
mailto:marlownet%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:marlownet%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:dldoutrich%40juno.com?subject=
mailto:dldoutrich%40juno.com?subject=
mailto:1930modela%40columbus.rr.com?subject=
mailto:1930modela%40columbus.rr.com?subject=
mailto:fitznhaiti%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bfox51%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:jangarbethealth%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:hachie17%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:kleinrd%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:kleinrd%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:wellmangraber%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:wellmangraber%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:carolinagirl1%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:carolinagirl1%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:bethgrimm428%40gmail.com?subject=


Prayer Page  •  October 2008 9

How do I use 
the online 

Giving Guide?
In the Giving Guide 
(chministries.org/
givingguide), find the 
range of membership 
numbers in which 
your number falls. 
You can send a gift to 
the need number that 
corresponds to your 
member number.

For example, if your 
number is 140000, you 
can send to need #47.

These directions are 
only suggestions; if you 
are not a CHM member 
or feel led by the Lord 
to give to a need other 
than the one suggested, 
please do so!

How do I send my gift? 
(Continued from the 
page 8 sidebar)

Please send to:
Christian Healthcare 

Ministries
Attn: Gift Processing
127 Hazelwood Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203

Any gifts designated 
for a person not on 
the Prayer Page will be 
forwarded to another 
recipient. 

If you wish to donate 
to Prayer Page needs 
using your credit card 
or bank account, please 
call the CHM Member 
Assistance department 
at 330-848-1511, ext. 
5993. Donations can 
be made online via the 
CHM Member Portal 
at chministries.org/
members.
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(tjoelgrubb@yahoo.com) 
Condition: elbow/arm surgery. 
Total bills: $34,118. Donations: 
$23,505. Remaining: $10,613. 

44. Darcie Gudger: PO Box 
2761, Mills, WY 82644 
Condition: hysterectomy. Total 
bills: $9,091. 

45. Larry Hackley: 763 Waugh 
Chapel Rd., Odenton, MD 
21113 (heyblue63@yahoo.
com) Condition: defibrillator 
replacement. Total bills: 
$21,188. Donations: 
$5,224. Remaining: 
$15,964.

46. Joseph Hallman: 1919 
Forest Dr., Orangeburg, 
SC 29118 Condition: 
heart condition. Total 
bills: $41,766. Donations: 
$38,704. Add-on bills: 
$1,591. Remaining: $4,653.

47. Forrest Holdeman: 3386 
Old Hwy. 61 S., Leland, 
MS 38756 Condition: hernia 
repair. Total bills: $25,024. 
Donations: $20,104. 
Remaining: $4,920.

48. Josh & Carla Hollinger: 
1649 Dry Tavern Rd., 
Denver, PA 17517 
(josh@nhtransport.com) 
Condition: The Hollingers’ 
four-year-old son, Craig, 
had open heart surgery. Total 
bills: $97,995. Donations: 
$75,099. Remaining: 
$22,896.

49. Lonnie Holloway: 1333 
West Hwy 52, Emmett, 
ID 83617 Condition: 
herniated disc repair. Total 
bills: $18,800. Donations: 
$4,522. Remaining: $14,278.

50. Robert Hough: 1120 
Huffman #345, Anchorage, 
AK 99515 Condition: 
pacemaker replacement. Total 
bills: $13,485. Donations: 
$6,533. Remaining: $6,952.

51. Carol Huffman: 3611 
Mary Circle, Ames, IA 50014 

Condition: abdominal surgery. 
Total bills: $28,268. Donations: 
$22,328. Remaining: $5,940.

52. Christine Hurst: 4772 
Westbury Rd., Red Creek, NY 
13143 Condition: herniated 
disc surgery. Total bills: 
$22,500. Donations: $14,419. 
Remaining: $8,081.

53. James Isakson: 1141 E 1st 
Ave. #1426, Broomfield, 

CO 80020 Condition: spinal 
stenosis. Total bills: $20,467. 
Donations: $9,067. Add-
on bills: $53. Remaining: 
$11,453.

54. Carol James: 18224 Justice 
Rd., Camp Douglas, WI 54618 
Condition: diverticulitis. Total 
bills: $39,130. Donations: 

$26,055. Remaining: $13,075.
55. Rebecca Jamison: 346 

Jamison Farm Ln., Troutville, 
VA 24175 Condition: 
hysterectomy. Total bills: 
$39,038. Donations: $20,625. 
Remaining: $18,413.

56. Faith Jelle: PO Box 169, 
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039 
(twolivingbyfaith@yahoo.
com) Condition: Three spinal 

surgeries. Total bills: 
$22,053. Donations: 
$47,177. Discounts: 
$1,500. Add-on bills: 
$31,750. Remaining: 
$5,126. 
57. Gilbert Kassing: 
3907 Farmingdale Dr., 
Arlington, TX 76001 
(gibkassing@yahoo.com) 
Condition: heart attack/
triple bypass surgery. Total 
bills: $77,722. Donations: 
$50,642. Dicounts: $1,300. 
Remaining: $25,780.
58. Victor Koehn: 445 
Union B Rd., Monterey, 
TN 38574 Condition: 
hip replacement. Total 
bills: $16,578. Donations: 
$17,078. Add-on bills: 
$8,765. Remaining: 
$8,265.
59. Maria Kropf: 28949 
Nixon Dr., Harrisburg, OR 
97446 (aguilas.jk@gmail.
com) Condition: gallbladder 
surgery. Total bills: $13,389. 
Donations: $4,972. 
Remaining: $8,417. 
60. Gloria Laurine: 102 
Highmount Dr., Greer, 
SC 29651 (dalaurine@

gmail.com) Condition: 
esophageal reflux. Total bills: 
$15,472. Donations: $8,851. 
Remaining: $6,621.

61. Cynthia Lederman: 53899 
CR 39, Middlebury, IN 46540 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $10,221. 

Continued on page 10

What members say 
about the Prayer Page
I can’t tell you how grateful I am for 
all of the financial help from CHM’s 
pre-existing conditions programs. I’m 
convinced that if my 15-pound tumor 
didn’t kill me, the financial burden 
would have!

It was also wonderful to receive cards 
and letters of encouragement from 
CHM members. I enjoyed every kind 
word. 

The CHM staff is doing a work of such 
great importance that I’m in awe. All 
glory goes to God but I also have to 
mention your excellent stewardship.

CHM members and staff, I’ll never 
forget you and will always be grateful 
for your generosity! I believe each one 
of you will be greatly rewarded in 
heaven.

Jill Isken
Cedar Grove, WI
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Missionaries thank fellow members for their Prayer Page 
generosity By Miriam Cebeira, Guatemala City, Guatemala
My husband, Fausto, and I are deeply 
grateful to CHM members for their prayer 
support, Christian love and financial 
help from CHM’s Prayer Page following 
his spinal surgery. Fausto and I are self-
supporting missionaries 
to Guatemala. In 1960 
we established a mission 
that requires a large 
investment: we manage 
five radio broadcasting 
stations and 150 
churches in Guatemala, 
Honduras, Belize, Spain 
and Africa.

When Fausto’s back pain 
lasted several months, 
doctors recommended 
back surgery. However, with many pressing 
needs in our ministry, we put off his 
surgery as long as possible.

After much research and prayer, we felt 

our best option was for Fausto to have the 
surgery in Guatemala.* Though American 
medical services are superior, we decided to 
receive medical care where we live.

Our God is merciful, and 
Fausto’s surgery went very 
well. We know, too, that 
the many prayers of fellow 
believers—including those 
from our CHM family—are 
effective. And oh, how we 
appreciate them!

We have been especially 
touched by the good wishes 
and prayers from the children 
who wrote us notes of 
encouragement. What a 

glorious thing to experience: the kindness 
and Christian love of fellow CHM 
members.

CHM faithfully shared more than $30,000 

in medical bills listed on the Prayer Page. 
Thank you. We pray that God will bless 

each of you for 
your generosity!

Note: The image 
shows Fausto 
and Miriam 
wearing hand-
woven Mayan-
Ixil garments to 
identify with the 
people they serve. 
At the time of 
this writing, the 

Cebeiras are involved in church planting 
and radio ministry in five of the 23 
Guatemalan tribes. There are also missions 
in South Sudan, Africa and Spain.

*Editor’s note: To be eligible for sharing, 
medical bills incurred in other countries must 
be converted to U.S. dollars and translated 
into English.

“We have been especially 
touched by the good 

wishes and prayers from 
the children who wrote us 
notes of encouragement. 
What a glorious thing to 
experience: the kindness 

and Christian love of 
fellow CHM members.”

62. Keng Fun Lee: 3328 Shepperton 
Blvd., Indianapolis, IN 46228 
(pslee2@hotmail.com) Condition: 
degenerative disc disease. Total bills: 
$34,007. Donations: $39,703. Add-on 
bills: $24,950. Remaining: $19,254. 

63. Rose Lee: 517 Heather Dr., Round 
Rock, TX 78664 (rosemary.lee213@
gmail.com) Condition: Stage 4 
(advanced) breast cancer. Total bills: 
$16,778. Donations: $46,660. Add-on 
bills: $34,574. Remaining: $4,692. 

64. Thelma Lehman: 2110 E 
Cumberland St., Lebanon, PA 17042 
(sntlehman@yahoo.com) Condition: 
osteoarthritis/hip replacement. Total 
bills: $6,044. Donations: $2,158. 
Remaining: $3,886.

65. Kathi Loesche: 1000 Bridgewater 
Dr., Prescott, AZ 86301 (kathi.
loesche@gmail.com) Condition: pelvic 
organ prolapse. Total bills: $1,966. 
Donations: $3,429. Add-on bills: 

$10,939 Remaining: $9,476.
66. Burton Mack: 3433 Montazuma 

Cir., Sacramento, CA 95826 
(dadaburt@aol.com) Condition: hernia 
repair. Total bills: $11,488. Donations: 
$6,555. Remaining: $4,933.

67. Shiela Meert: 28999 Westwynd 
Dr., Elkhart, IN 46516 Condition: 
diverticulitis/bowel surgery. Total bills: 
$9,127. Donations: $25,387. Add-on 
bills: $35,174. Remaining: $18,914.

68. Theresa Menner: 34 W 59th St., 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 Condition: 
labral tear of hip. Total bills: $11,144. 
Donations: $2,688. Remaining: 
$8,456.

69. Guadalupe & Heidy Meraz: 37711 
E 128 Ave., Hudson, CO 80642 
Condition: The Merazs’ teenage son, 
Ezequiel, Condition: developed blood 
clots in his legs. Total bills: $24,865. 
Donations: $11,152. Remaining: 
$13,713.

70. Shelli Meulemans: 2175 E 
Hinchman Rd., Berrien Springs, MI 
49103 Condition: polycystic ovarian 
syndrome. Total bills: $21,560. 

71. Gary Miles: 1440 Westview Cir., 
Lynden, WA 98264 (grmiles@comcast.
net) Condition: hip replacement. Total 
bills: $32,051. Donations: $39,005. 
Add-on bills: $60,941. Remaining: 
$53,987.

72. Christine Miller: 12834 Sheringham 
Way, Sarasota, FL 34240 Condition: 
hysterectomy. Total bills: $974. 
Donations: $211. Add-on bills: $1,540.
Remaining: $2,303. 

73. Faith Miller: 15390 Louisville St NE, 
Homeworth, OH 44634 Condition: 
brain cancer. Total bills: $39,345. 
Donations: $6,512. Remaining: 
$32,833.

74. Margaret Miller: 5614 Township 
Rd 336, Millersburg, OH 44654 
Condition: lipoma (fatty tumor) 
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removal. Total bills: $5,549. Donations: 
$1,357. Remaining: $4,192.

75. Marietta Miller: 19811 SR 120, 
Bristol, IN 46507 (ettahelmuth@
yahoo.com) Condition: endometriosis. 
Total bills: $6,859. Donations: $1,749. 
Remaining: $5,110.

76. Thomas Mills: 15906 Ryan Dr., 
Belton, MO 64012 Condition: 
myelodysplasia (blood condition). Total 
bills: $26,849. Donations: $28,220. 
Add-on bills: $15,636. Remaining: 
$14,265.

77. Rita Mitchell: 906 28th St. SW, 
Hickory, NC 28602 Condition: carotid 
artery surgery. Total bills: $28,641. 
Donations: $23,573. Remaining: 
$5,068.

78. Vickie Morris: 1012 Norwich 
Rd., Charlotte, NC 28227 
(vickieinhisgrace@yahoo.com) 
Condition: surgery and other medical 
difficulties. Total bills: $76,446. 
Donations: $73,176. Add-on bills: 
$148. Remaining: $3,418.

79. Kerry Mott: 535 Tavern Ln., 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912 Condition: 
knee replacement surgery. Total bills: 
$23,606. Donations: $13,061. 
Remaining: $10,545. 

80. Joseph Mozley: PO Box 144, 
Hittervale, MN 56552 (alliejo09@
gmail.com) Condition: diverticulitis. 
Total bills: $4,430. Donations: $19,724. 
Add-on bills: $41,653. Remaining: 
$26,359.

81. Robert Neal: 50100 E. Town Hall 
Rd., Frazee, MN 56544 (rgneal@wcta.
net) Condition: heart condition. Total 
bills: $59,451. Donations: $37,999. 
Discounts: $6,509. Remaining: 
$14,943.

82. Janet Nelson: 7118 Verde Ct., Buda, 
TX 78610 Condition: asthma/COPD. 
Total bills: $9,313. Donations: $4,372. 
Remaining: $4,941.

83. Lynette Nelson: 18435 42nd St., 
New Germany, MN 55367 Condition: 
brain cancer. Total bills: $52,720. 

84. Randall Neubauer: 7136 Tannery Rd. 
#26, Two Rivers, WI 54241 Condition: 
spinal surgery. Total bills: $75,456. 
Donations: $38,022. Add-on bills: 

$440. Remaining: $37,874.
85. Georgia Nicholson: 1390 Topaz 

Ln., Gardnerville, NV 89460 
(geoegia@frontier.com) Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: $72,516. 
Donations: $199,679. Add-on bills: 
$302,928. Remaining: $175,765.

86. Emily Nolt: 1751 Lancaster Pike, 
Peach Bottom, PA 17563 Condition: 
wrist fracture. Total bills: $7,923. 
Donations: $1,904. Remaining: 
$6,019.

87. Alan Nortz: 164 Apollo Rd. SE, 
Carrollton, OH 44615 Condition: 
heart condition (arrhythmia). Total 
bills: $29,126. Donations: $24,475. 
Remaining: $4,651.

88. Stacy Nyhoff: 598 Wildrose Circle, 
Lynden, WA 98264 Condition: 
hysterectomy. Total bills: $7,777. 
Donations: $1,287. Remaining: 
$6,490.

89. Linda Overholt: PO Box 134, 
Amanda, OH 43102 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $47,065. 
Donations: $21,972. Add-on bills: 
$4,539. Remaining: $29,632.

90. Gerry Parker: 3875 Hwy 114, 
Deaver, WY 82421 Condition: heart 
attack and surgery. Total bills: $61,860. 
Donations: $8,922. Discounts: 
$55,794. Add-on bills: $14,156. 
Remaining: $11,300.

91. Larry Penland: PO Box 1182, Enka, 
NC 28728 Condition: lung cancer. Total 
bills: $3,748. 

92. Lois Pincince: 1150 Black Brook 
Rd., Dunbarton, NH 03046 
(plpincince@gsinet.net) Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: $8,011. 
Donations: $3,034. Remaining: 
$4,977.

93. David Randol: 802 35th St., 
Cody, WY 82414 Condition: carpal 
tunnel syndrome. Total bills: $8,175. 
Donations: $1,423. Remaining: 
$6,752.

94. Mike Reed: 1368 M Rd., Loma, CO 
81524 Condition: hypertension. Total 
bills: $9,601. Donations: $9,775. Add-
on bills: $6,464. Remaining: $6,290.

95. Kim Rees: PO Box 1417, Thayne, 
WY 83127 Condition: hip replacement. 

Total bills: $8,523. Donations: $11,098. 
Add-on bills: $14,111. Remaining: 
$11,536.

96. Derrick Richardson: 7108 Blue 
Beech Dr., Fort Wayne, IN 46815 
Condition: shoulder replacement. Total 
bills: $21,130. Donations: $20,011. 
Add-on bills: $5,554. Remaining: 
$6,673. 

97. Lonnie Richardson: 5797 W. 37th 
St., Louisburg, KS 66053 Condition: 
colon removal/ileostomy. Total bills: 
$45,068. Donations: $14,269. 
Remaining: $30,799.

98. Michael Rizzo: 6000 Palm Trace 
Landings Dr., Davie, FL 33314 
(m_rizzo@live.com) Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: $13,709. 
Donations: $11,959. Add-on bills: 
$10,296. Remaining: $12,046.

99. Mark Rockwell: 1542 SE Belcrest St., 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $15,021. 
Donations: $6,609. Remaining: 
$8,412.

100. Joel Ruppert: 415 North Church 
St., Bethany, IL 61914 (realruppert@
gmail.com) Condition: high blood 
pressure/aneurysm. Total bills: $13,745. 
Donations: $7,346. Add-on bills: $269. 
Remaining: $6,668. 

101. Jim Sauder: 1280 Fairway Dr., 
Boone, NC 28607 Condition: knee 
revision surgery. Total bills: $63,514. 
Donations: $10,513. Discounts: 
$3,372.  Add-on bills: $119. 
Remaining: $49,748. 

102. Raymond Schwarz: 279 Surrey Rd., 
Wheeling, IL 60090 Condition: hernia 
repair. Total bills: $6,027. Donations: 
$2,377. Add-on bills: $5,610. 
Remaining: $9,260.

103. Cindy Sengstock: 2704 Arbor Glen 
Dr. Apt. 105, Twinsburg, OH 44087 
Condition: ulcerative colitis. Total bills: 
$1,283. Donations: $2,396. Add-on 
bills: $8,761. Remaining: $7,648.

104. Cathy Seppanen: 44094 185th St., 
Vienna, SD 57271 Condition: hernia 
repair. Total bills: $10,177. Donations: 
$5,970. Add-on bills: $1,331. 
Remaining: $5,538.

105. Crystal Shaffer: 979 Shade Rd., 
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McAlisterville, PA 17049 Condition: 
melanoma. Total bills: $60,558. 
Donations: $14,785. Remaining: 
$45,773.

106. Rhonda Shearer: 70 Clay Manor 
Ct., Springboro, OH 45066 Condition: 
achalasia (esophagus disease). Total 
bills: $12,845. Donations: $33,986. 
Discounts: $5,869. Add-on bills: 
$40,993. Remaining: $13,983.

107. Gerald Sheridan: 1415 Cobb Ranch 
Rd., Paris, TX 75462 Condition: spinal 
stenosis. Total bills: $37,755. Donations: 
$12,038. Remaining: $25,717.

108. Joan Sherwin: 149 Stormy 
Ridge, Brasstown, NC 28902 
(turkeyroost55@gmail.com) 
Condition: heart attack/duodenal ulcer. 
Total bills: $14,457. Donations: $3,474. 
Remaining: $10,983.

109. Todd Simon: PO Box 523, Brush, 
CO 80723 (toddsimon0@gmail.com)  
Condition: hip replacement. Total bills: 
$94,465. Donations: $38,318. Add-on 
bills: $7,287. Remaining: $63,434.

110. Pavel Smid: 679 N. Hill Rd., 
Kalispell, MT 59901 (eurosvc@
cyperport.net) Condition: heart 
attack. Total bills: $58,529. Donations: 
$49,300. Remaining: $9,229. 

111. W.A. Scott Stevenson: PO 
Box 697, Monticello, UT 84535 
(scott@3stephideaway.com) Condition: 
osteoarthritis/hip replacement. Total 
bills: $69,534. Donations: $65,180. 
Remaining: $4,354.

112. Suzan Stoehr: PO Box 847, 
Graham, WA 98338  Condition: 
osteoarthritis/joint reconstruction. 
Total bills: $7,253. Donations: $1,768. 
Remaining: $5,485. 

113. Ben Stoltzfus: 1302 Cedar Ave., 
East Earl, PA 17519 (bestoltzfus1@
gmail.com) Condition: bypass surgery. 
Total bills: $82,198. Donations: 
$58,985. Remaining: $23,213.

114. Pamela Strader: 105 S. Cuernavaca, 
Austin, TX 78733 Condition: 
abdominal aortic aneurysm. Total bills: 
$70,911. Donations: $50,546. Add-on 
bills: $113. Remaining: $20,478.

115. Virgil Stutzman: 59573 White 
Temple Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 
Condition: double knee replacement. 
Total bills: $27,513. 

116. Douglas Teichert: 24151 El Paso 
Rd., Caldwell, ID 83607 Condition: 
heart disease. Total bills: $19,556. 
Donations: $7,903. Remaining: 
$11,653.

117. David Tiehen: 470 Swan River 
Rd., Bigfork, MT 59911 Condition: 
ankle replacement. Total bills: $53,365. 
Donations: $19,979. Remaining: 
$33,386.

118. Thomas & Catherine Umlauf-
Schulz: 882 N Martin Dr., Palatine, IL 
60067 Condition: The family’s young 
son, Joshua, underwent surgery. Total 
bills: $17,601. Donations: $7,072. 
Remaining: $10,529.

119. Eva Wagler: 6957 N 550 E, 
Montgomery, IN 47558 (venitarn@
yahoo.com) Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $8,788. Donations: $60,124. 
Add-on bills: $69,220. Remaining: 
$17,884.

120. Corwin Walhof: 1715 15th St., 
Rock Valley, IA 51247 Condition: knee 
surgery and therapy. Total bills: $9,595. 
Donations: $6,381. Add-on bills: 
$2,032. Remaining: $5,246.

121. Katharina Wall: PO Box 278, 
Deerfield, KS 67838 (wall.kat70@
gmail.com) Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $14,750. Donations: $7,487. 
Remaining: $7,263.

122.William Walsh: 2687 NC Hwy., 
Lenoir, NC 28645 Condition: 
heart blockages. Total bills: $14,710. 
Donations: $6,188. Add-on bills: 
$5,836. Remaining: $14,358. 

123. Jeffrey Walters: 14475 N 200E, 
North Manchester, IN 46962 Condition: 
heart valve replacement/repair. Total bills: 
$62,844. 

124. Michelle White: 2360 Salt Springs 
Rd., McDonald, OH 44437 Condition: 
diverticulitis and complications. Total 
bills: $10,549. Donations: $11,417. 
Add-on bills: $9,852. Remaining: 
$8,984.

125. Loyal Wiens: PO Box 20728, 
Mesa, AZ 85277 Condition: bowel 
obstruction. Total bills: $65,359. 
Donations: $11,048. Remaining: 
$54,311. 

126. Saranne Wilson: 15664 Mountain 
Valley Place, Lakeside, CA 92040 
(rockinw54@yahoo.com) Condition: 
Saranne’s husband, Cliff, passed away 
after a heart transplant. Total bills: 
$4,000. Donations: $78,974. Add-on 
bills: $101,754. Remaining: $26,780.

127. Paul Winters: 927 Whispering 
Hollow St., Wiggins, MS 39577 
Condition: gallbladder surgery. Total 
bills: $12,330. Donations: $5,569. 
Remaining: $6,761.

128. Merlin Wipf: 507 Illinois Ave NW, 
Huron, SD 57350 Condition: cancer. 
Total bills: $110,000. 

129. Penelopa Yeoman: 443 Crystal 
Dr., Marion, OH 43302 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $16,325. 
Donations: $2,722. Remaining: 
$13,603.

130. Anna Zavala: 2249 Bells Chapel 
Rd., Waxahachie, TX 75165 Condition: 
benign tumor removal. Total bills: $2,049. 

131. Robert Ziglar: 325 Deerwood 
Dr., Macon, GA 31220 (ziglars7@
bellsouth.net) Condition: abdominal 
aortic aneurysm repair. Total bills: 
$45,535. Donations: $11,554. 
Remaining: $33,981.
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the same service at a lower price. To 
compare healthcare pricing in your area, 
visit healthcarebluebook.com and 
hospitalcostcompare.com. You also can 
contact the CHM Member Advocate 
department (1-800-791-6225, ext. 5002 
or reductions@chministries.org) for 
advice.

2. Talk with your doctor about a 
discount equivalent to that given 
to insurance patients. When these 
discounts are applied, in some cases 
the cost of office visits are less than the 
co-pays paid by people with health 
insurance policies. 

3. Follow the steps under “General 
information” below. 

Maternity (A helpful brochure for Gold 
members is available at chministries.org/
maternity.)

1. Obtain medical care as soon as you 
know you’re pregnant.

2. Ask for a prepayment agreement 
on your clinic/hospital/doctor’s 
letterhead. These charges are often 
bundled as a one or two-day stay 
(sometimes called a “global fee” or 
“stork package”) and are significantly 
less expensive than being admitted to 
a facility when it’s 
time to give birth. 
The estimate must 
indicate services 
provided, CPT 
codes, and estimated 
charges (along with 
any requirements or 
stipulations to the 
agreement).

3. Submit the 
prepayment agreement, bills, or both 
to the Christian Healthcare Ministries 
office. Notify the CHM office 
immediately if your health care provider 
sets a time limit for reduced charges 
(seven months is common.) Send items 
to: Christian Healthcare Ministries; 
Attn: Needs Processing; 127 Hazelwood 

Ave.; Barberton, OH 44203
4. Any charge (lab, sonogram, etc.) 

incurred after the original prepayment 
agreement/bills are submitted 
should be sent to the address above 
as a “maternity add-on” to the initial 
amount. Please note that even if you 
submit a prepayment agreement, CHM 
still requires an itemized bill to complete 
the sharing process.

General information

a) Inform the 
healthcare 
provider—in an 
emergency, usually 
a hospital—that you 
are a self-pay patient 
and a member of 
Christian Healthcare 
Ministries, a health 
cost sharing ministry 
that helps with your 
bills after other forms of assistance have 
been exhausted. Carry your CHM 
membership card with you to help 
providers understand (remember to tell 
providers to bill you directly).

b) Ask for a bill discount. Asking for 
a discount is asking for the same 

consideration that 
insured patients 
receive (due to 
discounted rates 
negotiated by their 
insurers). Many 
providers will extend 
a discount to you 
because it usually 
means they receive 
faster payment. 

Discounts represent over 50 percent of 
all medical bills submitted to CHM, so 
please don’t be shy about asking. Also, 
any discount (on an eligible medical bill) 
you help obtain will apply toward your 
Personal Responsibility amount and 
reduce your out-of-pocket costs.

c) Whenever possible, contact the CHM 

Member Advocate department before 
accepting a discount or making a 
payment on bills over $1,000. If you 
have difficulty obtaining a significant 
discount (at least 40 percent), our staff 
can help negotiate with your health care 
provider(s) to make sure you get the 
best possible price for your medical care. 
(We still advise seeking a discount on 
bills under $1,000, but there is no need 
to prolong payment or contact CHM 

unless you have a question.)
d) Apply for any financial 
assistance available. Many 
members are surprised to find 
that they qualify for financial 
assistance, which is money 
set aside for the purpose of 
helping patients. Ask to speak 
to a financial counselor or 
decision-maker and complete 
any forms they give you. 
e) Ask providers to bill 
you directly and set up 

a payment plan. Work with your 
providers to make whatever monthly 
payments you can afford until CHM 
members share your eligible need, 
at which time their voluntary gifts 
reimburse your expenditures. Even 
minimal payments will reassure most 
providers that the bills will be paid.

f ) When you receive your itemized bills, 
immediately send copies of each bill 
to CHM, along with the completed 
Needs Processing forms. CHM must 
receive your bills and forms within six 
months of the date of service. Send the 
bills immediately—even if a discount 
is pending—because bills are shared by 
CHM in the order they are received by 
our office.

Next month: CHM for newbies (part 5): 
How to submit medical bills

What to do when you need medical care (continued from page 3)
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Aspiring retirees (continued from page 3)

extremely helpful and coached us on what 
to do with our nearly $39,000 in medical 
bills. Our first call was to the hospital. The 
bill was immediately reduced by 25 percent 
and we were able to set up monthly 
payments until CHM shared our bill. We 
received an even larger discount from the 
cardiology group.

The CHM sharing process was much 
easier and less stressful than I expected. 
The forms we had to submit were 
straightforward and simple to follow. 
We also received confirmation that the 
ministry received our paperwork, which 
was comforting.

I returned home and soon started receiving 
cards and words of encouragement from 
CHM members all across the United 
States. The love and peace I felt each time 
I opened a piece of mail was a huge source 
of comfort and strength. I’m convinced 
it helped me heal more quickly. Brothers 
and sisters in Christ, please don’t ever 
underestimate the power of prayer and 
encouraging words!

Renee Skutt: I was uncertain when I called 
CHM, but the staff took great care in 
explaining what I needed to do. I felt both 
reassured and anxious, and I took their 
advice. Thankfully, most of my healthcare 
providers discounted their bills up to 40 
percent and CHM shared the remaining 
$9,000.

How they’re doing now and what they 
learned

Renee Skutt: I’m doing much better since 
my surgery. I have full range of motion 
and only experience arthritis symptoms on 
cold, damp days.

After caring for patients for so many years, 
I developed a strong sense of empathy. 
Even though I viewed my nursing career 
as a ministry, my recent medical ordeal 
showed me that I didn’t truly understand 

pain, physical limitations and the 
discouragement that comes from 
being unable to do the activities I 
was accustomed to.

I also experienced God’s 
supernatural presence as never 
before and grew closer to Him. My 
patience and trust in Him bloomed 
when I realized He directed me 
to CHM at just the right time. 
He knew my need long before I 
did. CHM is a “class act” with 
wonderful, caring employees. What 
a ministry! What a God we serve!

Rick Barker: Physically, I’m 
growing stronger every day and 
exercising regularly. Spiritually, my 
walk with Christ has deepened. 
When we experience a setback 
or trauma in our lives, we tend 
to question, “Why me, God?” 
However, I’ve learned to hold on 
to Christ even more tightly during 
such times because I know His 
love will never fail me or leave me. 
Experiencing this truth is worth 
everything I went through.

I recommend CHM to anyone. I 
was conditioned to rely on health 
insurance but God showed me a 
different way. The meeting of our 
needs—financial and spiritual—by 
our brothers and sisters in Christ is 
something for which we’re forever 
thankful.

Editor’s note: CHM acts as a 
supplement to Medicare; Medicare 
participants need not discontinue 
their CHM membership. For 
more information, please see the 
“CHM: a great option for Medicare 
participants” article series in the 
January, February and March 2017 
newsletters (chministries.org/
newsletter). 

FAQs from retirees
Q: Why should I be a CHM member 
while I’m on Medicare?

A: As healthcare costs continue to rise, it’s 
wise to make sure you’ll be ready if a medical 
event occurs. Though Medicare likely will 
cover the majority of your healthcare costs, 
it’s not uncommon for senior citizens to 
find themselves with large dollar amounts of 
unpaid medical bills. As a CHM member, 
you can be confident that CHM will share 
the remaining amount of your eligible bills.

Q: Why do I have to go on Medicare? 
Why can’t I join or continue with CHM 
only?

A: Christian Healthcare Ministries is always 
secondary to other payment sources, which 
means financial provision through all 
other sources must be used before CHM 
members can share your medical bills. 
CHM requires members—of any age—to 
apply for financial assistance in order to help 
reduce overall costs and keep membership 
affordable. When financial gift amounts are 
low, more believers can afford to join CHM.

Q: Will CHM ever create a program 
specifically for people on Medicare?

A: CHM has evaluated adding a program 
specifically for members of Medicare 
age. However, what we’ve found is that 
using the Gold program as a Medicare 
supplement is more affordable than 
other Medicare supplements and works 
extremely well for Medicare-age members. 
There is no distinction between the Gold 
program for Medicare-eligible members 
and non-Medicare-eligible members. We 
highly recommend the Gold program as a 
supplement to Medicare.

For more FAQs and answers about CHM and 
Medicare, please see the January, February, and 
March 2017 newsletters at chministries.org/
newsletter.

http://www.chministries.org/newsletter
http://www.chministries.org/newsletter
http://www.chministries.org/newsletter
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What’s eating you at night? Courtesy Saurage Research
Sleep is vital to everyone, from early birds 
to night owls. Our need for sleep varies 
considerably based on age and other 
factors, such as pregnancy or previous sleep 
deprivation. The Mayo Clinic shows some 
general sleep guidelines for different age 
groups:

Newborns: 14-17 hours a day
12 months: About 10 hours at night, plus 

four hours of naps
Two years: About 11-12 hours at night, 

plus a one- to two-hour afternoon nap
Three to five years: 10-13 hours
Six-13 years: 9-11 hours
14-17 years: 8-10 hours
Adults: Seven to nine hours

Most adults need seven to nine hours of 
sleep each night, but sometimes falling 
asleep is not as easy as we would like it to 

be. More than ever, it’s becoming apparent 
that sleep is essential for good health. 

Food plays a 
huge and an 
essential role in 
whether we get 
a restful night 
of slumber or 
if we toss and 
turn through 
the night.

New research suggests that food can 
affect how you sleep. The study found 
that people who consumed food lower 
in saturated fat and higher in protein fell 
asleep in only 17 minutes on average and 
remained in a deep sleep. People who 
consumed foods higher in saturated fats 
fell asleep in 29 minutes on average and 

experienced less deep sleep.

A good night’s rest is made up of 
digesting the right foods so that 
you’re able to climb in bed and 
be in dreamland before your head 
hits the pillow. Below are foods 
that can help or harm your next 
slumber.

Sleep promoters: Fruit, milk, 
fortified cereal, jasmine rice, 
turkey, valerian tea

Sleep stealers: Cheeseburgers, wine, coffee, 
dark chocolate, chicken, spicy food

Eating well is an essential part of living 
well and it all starts with getting a good 
night’s rest. Sweet dreams!
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In your own words: CHM members tell the ministry 
story
Just as the church of Christ is not a building, Christian Healthcare 
Ministries isn’t an office in Ohio. These letters represent what you who 
participate in CHM are accomplishing for each other and for the cause of 

Christ. You, through your collective and faith-based sharing and support, 
make this ministry possible. We are privileged to serve you. We are privileged 
to serve Him.  -Rev. Howard Russell

Dear CHM,
I just want to say thank you for being 
there for me; for being the ministry that 
you say you are. Thank you for praying 
with me and for me and for giving me the 
resources I need. Thank you for meeting 
my financial needs and helping take care of 
lab payments of over $1,400. 

We have only one income in our family 
and my doctor is requesting further lab 
tests. We received your latest check of 
over $863 and paid our lab fees. May God 
bless you richly and abundantly. May your 
services prosper in this hurting world. 
There are many out there who cannot 
afford any kind of healthcare. I am truly 
blessed.

In His grace,

Catherine Smith
Holmesville, OH

Dear CHM, 
Just wanted to say 
thank you from our 
hearts for being the hands and feet of Jesus! 
CHM is such a blessing to be part of the 
body of Christ and experience help along 
the way from fellow believers! May He be 
exalted and lifted up!

With sincere thanks,

Nate Rapp & Family
Covington, OH

Dear CHM, 
We thank the Lord for the support that 
you have given us and your prayers. Paying 
our medical bills is possible now with your 
gracious sharing of expenses. Our plan is 

to stay with CHM so that we can pray for 
others’ needs and help with the medical 
expenses of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. We praise the Lord for you, CHM, 
for being there and for all that you do. You 
help thousands of Christians around the 
country. God bless you.

In Christ’s name,

Brent & Beth McQuery
Lusk, WY

Dear CHM, 
Thank you to all the CHM staff and 
members for your prayers for our daughter, 
Carlee. She has received over $67,000 to 

share for the costs of her 
heart procedure. Without 
CHM she would not 
have had the procedure 
because the cost would be 
prohibitive. 

Instead, she had peace of 
mind and rejoiced in God’s 
care and provision. We 

have been members for a couple of years 
and we had a little uncertainty, but we 
trusted God to do what He does best: care 
for our needs.

Love and prayers to all,

Carla & Jeff Floyd
Kellogg, ID

Dear CHM, 
I received a check from CHM today 
for costs incurred from my recent hip 
replacement. I just want to thank you very 
much for everything. For all the wonderful 
people who took time to explain the 

process to me. For those who followed up 
on my situation, who cared enough to help 
me financially share for this surgery and 
who relieved my anxiety. Thank you so 
very much!

God bless and keep you and everyone at 
CHM,

Diane Smith
Goodman, WI

Dear CHM, 
Thank you CHM for this beautiful, caring 
ministry that you enable us to be part of. 
We praise God for His work through you 
as you distribute His generosity and love 
among us.

In Christ,

Kris Hetzel
Stanley, ND

Dear CHM, 
I want to express my love for each of you. 
You helped share for surgery to my Achilles 
tendon. I still have to go through physical 
therapy, but am happy to start it. Thank 
you for this wonderful ministry!

God bless each of you,

Martha Mathis
Galloway, OH

Dear CHM, 
Words cannot express our gratitude for the 
support CHM has provided. My husband 
and I were blessed with prayers and cards, 
and we sincerely thank each and every 
one of you from the bottom of our hearts. 

See “In your own words,” page 18
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Eczema and allergy (continued from page 4)

Health Q & A with Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.

Q:While I found your article on 
the shingles vaccine (CHM 

January 2017 issue) interesting, I am 
somewhat confused. I had the vaccine at 
age 67. I am now 75. When I saw that 
it’s effective for only five years I became 
concerned. Should I have another 
vaccine since my initial one was eight 
years ago? Or at my age, am I immune 
to contracting shingles? Thank you. 

A:No one is fully immune to 
shingles, regardless of age. 

Despite the fact that the vaccine 
weakens with time (supposedly, it offers 
protection for only five years), current 
recommendations are to only have one 
shingles vaccination. Since you have 
already been vaccinated, your risk of 
contracting shingles is likely lower 
than the normal “one in three people” 

statistic.

Editor’s note: If you have a health 
question for Dr. Jacobson, CHM Medical 
Consultant, please email it to doc@
chministries.org.This information is not 
intended to replace the advice of your 
physician.

Getting another shingles vaccine © Dr. Michael D. Jacobson. Do not reproduce this article without permission.

“Patch” testing is the form of allergy testing 
that I used when I was in private practice. 
I recall a 16-year-old girl (yes, sixteen) who 
had already had her gallbladder removed 

because it was thought to be the cause of 
her chronic abdominal pain. It wasn’t. After 
the organ was removed, she still had her 
pain, and came to me looking for answers. 

Patch testing revealed a few food allergies of 
which she was unaware. After the offending 
foods were removed from her diet, her 
abdominal pain was completely resolved.

Lewis testimony (continued from page 5)

you anticipate future health expenses.

• Check out the “CHM for newbies” 
article on page 3. Anything new can be 
overwhelming, but CHM has tools to help 
walk you through the process. We love 
receiving the CHM monthly newsletter. 
The articles and Prayer Page section are a 
blessing to us. The articles share helpful 
tips and stories of fellow members whose 

medical needs were shared by CHM 
members.

I found that health cost sharing is the most 
honest and economical way for people 
to take care of their medical expenses. 
Thank you, CHM staff, for your godly 
service throughout Lawrence’s surgery and 
recovery. We’re excited to report he’s doing 
very well.

*Editor’s 
note: 
You can 
download 
a free 
sample 
medical 
bill log to 
keep track of your bills at chministries.org/
stepbystep.

Alex Mills

When did you 
become a Christian? 
In my junior year of 
high school, I realized 
how much God 
loves and cares about 

me—despite the kind of person I was. I 
certainly hadn’t done anything for Him 
that warranted the suffering and death He 
endured on the cross, and He could have 
let me believe I had no purpose or left me 
alone. But it wasn’t about what I did or 

didn’t do. It never was. It’s about who Jesus 
is and what He did. God put people in my 
life that knew Him and, because of who 
He is and what He did, they loved me. 
They lived and loved like Him, and for the 
first time, I saw that God was real and very 
much involved in our lives.

What does leadership mean to you? 
At its core: influence. Everyone leads or 
influences someone, and servant leadership 
is critical. My church often quotes, “If 
serving is beneath you, then leadership is 
above you.” A leader inspires, directs and 

empowers others into action. 

How would friends describe you? Most 
recently, one of my friends said, “When 
Alex is around, everything is just better.” 
That was nice to hear. 

What character trait do you most 
admire? Resolve.

What music is playing in your car right 
now? If I’m in the car alone, nothing is 
playing because I enjoy the moment of 
quiet.

Meet your staff (continued from page 6)

mailto:doc%40chministries.org?subject=RE%3A%20Health%20Q%20%26%20A%20with%20Dr.%20Michael%20Jacobson%2C%20D.O.
mailto:doc%40chministries.org?subject=RE%3A%20Health%20Q%20%26%20A%20with%20Dr.%20Michael%20Jacobson%2C%20D.O.
http://www.chministries.org/stepbystep
http://www.chministries.org/stepbystep
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Thank you so very, very much and we will 
continue to lift CHM up in prayer!

With appreciation,

Richard & Susan-Maciag Grabin
Palos Heights, IL

Dear CHM, 
My wife and I feel compelled to express 
deep appreciation to you and to all the 
other participating Christians for the help 
in sharing our recent medical bills for my 
total knee replacement. 

Since this was a pre-existing condition and 
our first year of membership, we were very 
careful to follow all the CHM Guidelines. 
The original charges were over $64,000 but 
after all the pre-arranged discounts the bills 
were closer to $17,000. 

I have been able to share our positive 
CHM experience with many people 
including my employer (who is a 
CHM member), co-workers and our 
senior pastor. Our testimony has them 
considering becoming CHM members. 

We’re looking forward to many years of 
participating in CHM so more people can 
receive the same blessing we have.

Thank you again for your Christ-led 
ministry,

Jerry & Donna Hogan
Cincinnati, OH

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Thank you for my recent check which will 
share the remainder of my medical bills. I 
can’t say enough about what a blessing it 
is to be a part of such a biblical solution to 
healthcare costs. I have encouraged many 
people to join and enjoy the peace it gives. 

The bills originally totaled over $100,000 
for my recent knee surgery. I took my time 
and explained to all my providers how 

CHM works. This helped bring my bills 
down to a lower amount. I thought that 
was pretty amazing! It certainly pays off to 
apply for every program the hospital may 
have to lower your costs. I’m literally back 
in the saddle once again because I train 
horses. God is good, may His holy name 
be praised!

Thanks again,

Samuel P. Brown
West Chester, PA

Dear CHM, 
We’re so thankful for the 
time that we were part 
of CHM. We were overwhelmed by the 
prayer support that we received. 

I called to ask about mental health 
coverage. I was told by a staff member that 
CHM doesn’t assist with mental health 
costs, but he also said we could present our 
prayer request to fellow ministry members. 
He prayed with me on the phone and then 
our request was sent out. 

My husband and I are humbled and 
amazed by the amount of cards, notes, and 
letters of encouragement that we received 
from CHM members. We received about 
20 cards from members in 13 states. 
That meant more to us than we can 
express! CHM did provide mental health 
“coverage,” through prayer. Praise the Lord! 
We are thankful.  

To God be the glory,

Diedre Wielhouwer
Wyoming, MI

Dear Rev. Russell, 
I just wanted to thank you for the letters 
you write on the back of the monthly 
Member Gift Form statements. I was 
particularly encouraged and touched by the 
letter describing CHM and its employees 
as a ministry with “ministers.” We’ve been 

CHM members for many years now and 
we absolutely love it. It is how healthcare 
is supposed to work—how the Body of 
Christ is supposed to work. We find such 
peace, comfort, and joy participating in 
this group. Thank you for being such a 
godly leader at the helm.

  
In Him,

Jesse and Jane 
Vaughn
Deland, FL

Dear CHM, 
I am very thankful 
for the privilege of 

being a part of this ministry. I frequently 
hear sad reports from people caught in 
the trap of today’s unreasonable health 
insurance system and I thank God for 
CHM. 

I don’t feel I need to worry, and have 
recently experienced the need to use CHM 
for the first time. My needs were met in a 
wonderful way and the self-pay discounts 
I received were considerable. Thank you 
from the depth of my heart and God bless 
each CHM staffer, as well as ministry 
members. 

Sincerely,

Bonnie McKinney
Frankfort, IN

Dear CHM, 
I just want to thank you for adhering to 
Christian standards. Don’t ever deviate 
from your high standards; I’m sure there 
are many people like me who appreciate it.

Sincerely,

Cal Krisher
Scandinavia, WI

In your own words (continued from page 16)



Christian Healthcare Ministries (hereinafter “CHM”), a not-for-profit religious organization, is not an insurance company. No ministry operations or publications are offered through 
or operated by an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any CHM member 
chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be entirely voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you receive any 
financial gifts for medical expenses and whether CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Florida Residents: A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free, within the 
state of Florida. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State of Florida. 1-800-435-7352 Our Florida registration number is CH3543. CHM has 
not retained any professional solicitors or professional fundraising consultants and 100% of each contribution is received by our organization.

Especially for Kentucky Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by an insurance company and they are not 
offered through an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses 
to share the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you receive any gifts for medical 
expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Maryland Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance company. 
CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. No other member will be compelled to contribute toward the cost of 
your medical bills. Therefore, CHM should never be considered a substitute for an insurance policy. This activity is not regulated by the Maryland Insurance Administration, and your 
liabilities are not covered by the Maryland Life and Health Guarantee Fund. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether or not CHM continues to 
operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Oklahoma Residents: This is not an insurance policy. It is a voluntary program that is neither approved, endorsed or regulated by the Oklahoma Department of Insurance 
and the program is not guaranteed under the Oklahoma Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Association.

Especially for Pennsylvania Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 
company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share the burden of your 
medical bills will be totally voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for insurance. Whether you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses, and whether 
or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for South Dakota Residents: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s program is not an insurance contract. This plan does not fall under the jurisdiction of the South 
Dakota Division of Insurance and the plan is not covered under the South Dakota guaranty fund.

Especially for Wisconsin Residents: Attention: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 
company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share the burden of your 
medical bills is entirely voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses, and 
whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.

CHM legal notices
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Prayer requests this month: These are prayer requests only. Please send your monthly financial gift 
to the CHM office (see instructions on your yellow Member Gift Form billing statement). We invite you to send cards or 
words of encouragement to the people listed below. 
Anthony & Diana Alanis: 39819 Longleaf 
St., Temecula, CA 92591 Anthony was in 
intensive care for pulmonary embolism.

Jerry & Haley Bryant: 11234 Water 
Oak Dr., Flint, TX 75762 Haley had an 
appendectomy that revealed a tumor.

Don & Sheila Frymyer: 79 Hillside Ln., 
New Ringgold, PA 17960 Sheila was 
diagnosed with colon cancer.

Michael & Kimberly Johnson 2301 
Cloyd Blvd., Apt A6, Florence, AL 35630: 
Kimberly has severe pain from a brain tumor.

Alan & Pamela Kendall 551 Tanglewood 
Ln., Roseburg, OR 97471: Alan had a 
stroke, then caught the flu.

Donna Murray 4708 Tortuga Trl., 
Wichita Falls, TX 76309: Donna was 
diagnosed with breast cancer.

Elizabeth Passmore: 7837 Gaston Ave., 
Fort Worth, TX 76116 Elizabeth, a non-
smoker, has lung cancer.

Stephen & Linda Pitts: 408 N Quinlan 
St., Howe, TX 75459 Stephen has a 
malignant brain tumor.

Susan Rodgers: 106 James Dr., Ellwood 
City, PA 16117 Susan’s husband, Sheridan, 
was killed in a car accident.

Robert & Judy Schumack: 7452 Colby 
Ct., Eden Prairie, MN 55346 Robert had 
open heart surgery.

Stevie & Priscilla Fisher: 311 Field Rd., 
Lykens, PA 17048 Priscilla had a stroke. 

Lonny & Debra Smith: PO Box 1949, 
Gardnerville, NV, 89410 Lonny has brain 
cancer.

Michael Thomas: 20264 Hurst Dr., 
Hilliard, FL 32046 Amy, Michael’s wife and 
a mother of three, died from breast cancer. 

Jason & Nina Troth: 2930 Eden Trail Ln., 
Richmond, TX 77406 Jason sustained an 
accidental gunshot wound while hunting.

Walter & Marilyn Weaver: 290 
Gouglersville Rd., Reading, PA 19608 
Marilyn, the mother of five boys, is on life 
support for a brain hemorrhage. 
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The mission of Christian 
Healthcare Ministries is to glorify 

God, show Christian love, and 
experience God’s presence as 
Christians share each other’s 

medical bills.

Christian Healthcare 
Ministries

April 2017
In this issue:

What, me worry? Not about 
Obamacare
Aspiring retirees join CHM at just 
the right time
CHM for newbies (part 4): what to 
do when you need medical care
Healthwatch: Eczema: two members 
see improvement by addressing 
allergy
Member offers tips, says “CHM is an 
indicator of God’s love for us”
Time for taxes

2
PAGE

3

3

4

Meet your CHM staff: Kathy Blanks 
and Alex Mills
CHM income statements 2015-2017
Prayer Page
Missionaries thank fellow members 
for their Prayer Page generosity
FAQs from retirees 
In your own words: CHM members 
tell the ministry story 
Health Q & A with Dr. Jacobson: 
Getting another shingles vaccine
Prayer requests

6

10

19

17

7

14

5

6

5

16


