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What’s on my heart doesn’t need 
to be on your mind. Or, what’s 
on my mind is something about 
which you don’t need to think. 

So, that explains that. 

What’s on my heart, and what 
doesn’t need to be on your 
mind, is health insurance open 
enrollment. 

Many new members have joined 
Christian Healthcare Ministries 
since the close of the last open 
enrollment period. That means 
you’re coming up on the first 
open enrollment period since 
becoming a CHM member. 
Open enrollment for 2018 
begins Nov. 1 and ends Dec. 15, 
2017. 

There may naturally be 
questions about what you’re 
supposed to do during open 
enrollment under the Affordable 
Care Act to report your health 
cost support status to the federal 
government.  

Here’s the answer: nothing. 

Really. Nothing. 

As a member of a voluntary 
health cost sharing ministry 
you are only required to report 
your membership when you 
file your taxes, in this case, in 
April 2018. To accomplish this, 
most members will need to fill 
out IRS Form 8965, “Health 
Coverage Exemptions,” and 
attach it to your 1040, 1040A, 
or 1040EZ.

This is true whether you fill 
out your taxes yourself, have 
them prepared by others, or use 
tax preparation software. The 
process is the same. For example, 
last year a member using Turbo 
Tax mistakenly 
listed that they 
had insurance. 
You don’t want 
to do that 
with whatever 
method you 
use to prepare 
your taxes. It 
will only create 
confusion.

But back to open enrollment. 
Regardless of what anyone says, 
there’s nothing you need to do 
during open enrollment. 

There’s no guarantee your 
employer knows this. Your 
employer may think they have 
a requirement to get their 
employees who don’t have health 
insurance to report something. 
That’s not correct, but they 
might believe so, nevertheless.

If that’s the case, please show 
them this: 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Your employee is a member of 
Christian Healthcare Ministries, 
an eligible option under the 
Affordable Care Act. As such, your 
employee has legally valid health 
cost support other than health 
insurance. 

Your employee must report to 
the IRS on Form 8965 that they 

are members of our ministry. 
Apart from that, under the 
law no additional reporting is 
required. Indeed, to report CHM 
membership as “insurance” 
would actually be incorrect, as 

it is a voluntary 
health cost sharing 
ministry and not 
health insurance. 

If you have 
questions, 
please contact 
our Ministry 
Information 
Department at 

800-791-6225. Thank you very 
much.

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. Howard Russell
President & CEO, Christian 
Healthcare Ministries

Let’s review. Your responsibility 
during open enrollment is to 
report nothing and to fill out 
nothing. That chore comes at tax 
time, and as soon as tax season 
begins we’ll share right away 
what you need to do. 

We hope you find this helpful. 
Thank you for being a CHM 
member, and we’re grateful that 
you are allowing us to serve you, 
fellow members of the Body of 
Christ. 

That’s what’s always on my 
mind, and in my heart. 

“There may naturally 
be questions about what 

you’re supposed to do 
during [health insurance] 
open enrollment....Here’s 

the answer: nothing. 
Really. Nothing.”

mailto:info@chministries.org
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See “When providers say this” page 13

When providers say this, they may really mean this
By member Rhonda Barfield, St. Charles, Mo.
“CHM monthly gifts have increased only 
once in 17 years,” explains an article in the 
July newsletter. “In 2016, all medical bills 
CHM shared were discounted an overall 
41 percent by healthcare providers. Every 
discount you obtain helps you and every 
other member.”*

No wonder it’s important for all members 
to try to get discounts on our 
bills! And happily, it’s often 
painless to call healthcare 
providers and work out 
details—even more so if we 
know how to respond to their 
phone representatives when 
they use specific phrases.

For example:

When they say: “We can offer you a 30 
percent discount.”
They may really mean: “We’re hoping 
you’ll take our offer, but we may be willing 

to go with an even higher discount.”

This happened to me when I was handling 
my husband’s bills for an ongoing prostate
issue. Earlier this year Michael visited the 
emergency room twice. The first time, the 
ER doctor’s billing company offered me 
a 40 percent discount. The second time, 
I spoke with a woman named Carla, who 

confidently 
proposed 30 
percent. I 
responded, 
“When I 
called in May,
Cassandra was 
kind enough 
to offer me 
40 percent. 
Would you 

be willing to match that discount on the 
second visit?” Carla checked her records 
and soon replied, “Sure.”

When they say:“You have to pay the bill—
in full and in 14 days—to qualify for the
discount.”
They may really mean: “What I’m telling 
you follows standard procedure, but this 
may be negotiable.”

I once spoke to a provider’s representative 
who said I could get a 30 percent discount 
if paid in full within a couple of weeks. 
I then contacted the CHM Member 
Advocate department and asked if the bill 
could be shared within this timeframe.** 
While they were checking, I contacted 
the provider again about another issue. A 
different representative said we could still 
have the 30 percent discount even if it 
took some time to pay it.

When they say: “Your monthly payments 
will be $762.45.”
They may really mean: “$762.45 will pay 
the bill in full in six months, so that’s what 

Making the choice to rejoice: encouragement for those 
who struggle with cancer (or anything else)
By Dreama Whitlow, CHM staff member and breast cancer survivor

See “The choice to rejoice,” page 14

When in 2015 I found a suspicious lump 
in my breast, I knew I had a choice to 
make even before I received my cancer 
diagnosis. I had come to a fork in the road 
in my relationship 
with God: I 
could accept the 
path ahead and 
learn from it or 
feel dejected and 
unloved because 
God had allowed 
this trial in my 
life. 

How we respond to difficult circumstances 
in this journey called life greatly 
impacts our faith, our personal growth 
and ultimately our relationship with 

God. When we are faced with 
such situations as divorce, 
unemployment, illness, family 
crises, or the death of a loved one, 
we often ask, “Why?” or “Why 
me?” 

Human nature and emotions 
can dictate our responses to life’s 
challenges and tragedies. It’s 
normal to question, struggle, 

grieve and feel 
weak in our faith 
when we simply 
don’t understand why these 
things are happening to us, especially when 
we’re trying to form and maintain a deep 
relationship with God. 

We want to believe that if we are trying 
to live for Christ, we’ll have abundant 
blessings and will never face difficult times. 

But the Word of God says differently. In 
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doc@chministries.org
(Please allow one 
to two weeks for a 
response. This service 
isn’t intended for acute 
problems or to replace 
the advice of your 
physician.)

Health education 
resources at:
chministries.org/
healthinfo

Dr. Michael 
Jacobson, D.O.

The Cleaving Diet (part 1)

Healthwatch - promoting biblical health and wellness by Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.

© Dr. Michael D. Jacobson. Do not reproduce this article without permission.

Dear members, 

In over 22 years with CHM, this 
is the only time I’ve posted a full 
column by one of our members. 
I’m doing so because I particularly 
appreciate how this member 
allowed God to use a physical 
problem to direct him to spiritual 
truths—and experienced both 
physical and spiritual success as a 
result. Enjoy! –Dr. Jacobson 

The Cleaving Diet 
By Jack Helser, Sequim, Wash.

The year 1988 was the first time I 
lost 100 pounds. I’d dieted before 
and lost as much as 40 pounds 
but this was the big one—the 
diet to end all diets. Reaching 
my ideal weight, according to 
a medically accepted height to 
weight table, took 10 months on 
a pre-packaged meal plan with 
rigorous daily exercise. Naturally, 
when I reached my goal weight, 
friends and family were thrilled 
and wanted to celebrate my 
success with a festive meal. 

After that I slipped a bit here and 
there, all the while reassuring 
myself I could balance out the 
pounds gained by cutting back 
“next week.” But “next week” 
never came. A year later, I had 
regained all the weight I’d lost, 
and then some. Compliments 
ceased and my self-esteem nose-
dived. 

When finally I was diagnosed 
with hypothyroidism, I hoped 
it would be the solution to 
my obesity. Sadly, the pounds 
so easily gained with a slow 
metabolism didn’t come off 

when I began taking thyroid 
medication. At least I had more 
energy and my frequent bouts 
with lightheadedness (caused by 
very low blood pressure and a 
slow heart rate) subsided. 

After several more diets ended 
in failure, it was very difficult 
to work up the courage to try 
once more. When finally I did, 
I chose a low carbohydrate diet 
because similar plans had worked 
before and were easy to follow. 
Once more I set out to reach my 
goal weight, which was now 150 
pounds away. My wife, Karen, 
dieted with me, opting instead 
to follow a low-calorie, low-fat 
diet. Together we lost more than 
100 pounds over eight months 
of dieting with regular exercise. 
We felt better about ourselves 
and were encouraged by the 
compliments of doctor, family, 
and friends. 

Then, without warning, I 
was struck down with severe 
abdominal pain and landed 
in the hospital for emergency 
surgery to remove a gangrenous, 
grapefruit-sized gallbladder. 
One doctor laughed at me and 
jeered that my diet of choice 
had led to the destruction of 
my gallbladder. My self-esteem 
and confidence tanked in the 
year following the surgeries. I 
struggled in vain to keep the 
weight off while learning what 
I could safely eat without a 
gallbladder. Unceremoniously 
dumped back where I’d started, I 
gave up. “There’s just no beating 
my weight problem,” I decided. 

One day after a long period of 

failure and a frank discussion 
with my beloved, I slumped on 
the edge of the bed, numbly 
staring at the floor. I heard the 
Father speak. His was such a 
simple word of instruction that 
I would never have thought 
of it. He said, “Share a single 
plate.” A host of benefits 
and possibilities flooded my 
mind. When my wife came in 
to prepare for bed, I was still 
hurting from our conversation 
earlier and cautiously shared the 
word with her. Karen received 
it with joy and replied, “It is the 
Lord.” 

Our very next meal she prepared 
a single plate and we ate face to 
face over the corner of our dining 
room table. It took us twice as 
long to eat half as much, all the 
while talking and listening to 
each other. Just like that, eating 
a meal became an intimate and 
fun activity done together with 
joy and laughter. “Look at that 
cherry tomato—you love those,” 
I said, and rolled it across the 
plate to my wife. “You love 
radishes,” she said, and pushed 
them with her fork toward my 
side of the plate. 

One night after finishing some 
leftovers, we prepared separate 
salad-sized plates. I had a four-
ounce bratwurst and my wife 
had a four-ounce steak. As we 
sat down to eat, the Holy Spirit 
spoke to me, saying “Trade 
plates. Feed each other.” 

Next month: Part 2 of “The 
Cleaving Diet”

mailto:doc@chministries.org
http://chministries.org/healthinfo
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See “Different strokes,” page 14

Different strokes for different folks, but one “family” 
to lift the burden By Lisa Turner and Connie Scott
Lisa Turner, Mt. Juliet, Tenn.

At the same time that God told my 
husband, “Be still and watch me work,” I 
was in the midst of incurring more than 
$245,000 in medical expenses. Yet, even 
in the midst of mounting medical bills, 
God clearly stated that He had already 
begun meeting our needs—financially and 
spiritually—several months earlier when 
our family of three joined CHM.

His provision began in January 2015 when 
I was preparing for retirement and seeking 
an affordable answer to 
our family’s healthcare 
needs. He led us to 
Christian Healthcare 
Ministries and we 
joined the Gold 
program that February.

In March I began 
working out three 
times a week. I had 
always been extremely 
healthy, and even at age 57 I was rarely 
sick. Retirement gave me more time to 
maintain my health.

When October came, however, I developed 
a severe case of shingles on the upper 
right quadrant of my face. Ten days later 
I experienced acute light sensitivity that 
ruled out driving until Thanksgiving. After 
Christmas, I had a small stroke and was 
admitted to the hospital for testing.

The doctors diagnosed me with a condition 
that is most commonly found in women 
who are 40 to 60 years old. Before being 
released from the hospital, I was instructed 
to take a low-dose aspirin every day.

My symptoms seemed to dissipate by 
following the doctor’s daily prescription, 
so I felt comfortable visiting a friend in 

California in Feb. 2016. While traveling, 
however, I began having mild stroke 
symptoms and made a trip to the hospital 
for a second round of testing.

The results revealed that I had suffered 
three small strokes in the week leading 
up to my hospital visit. I returned home 
and sought answers from a hospital in 
nearby Nashville. It didn’t make sense 
that I continued having strokes while on 
medication, and we hoped they could 
provide a solution.

The center diagnosed me with Moyamoya 
syndrome (a fairly rare condition 
that usually affects Asians or 
children around age seven; it 
causes a narrowing of the brain’s 
blood vessels). Because I didn’t 
match the description of a typical 
Moyamoya patient, my doctor 
suspected that my bout with 
shingles caused the disruption in 
my blood vessels.

I underwent an arterial bypass 
surgery and the medical bills piled up 
before our eyes. We were unsure how 
our bills would be paid. That’s when the 
Lord spoke to 
my husband and 
redirected our eyes: 
first to Him and 
then to our CHM 
family.

Following CHM’s 
advice, we asked 
for bill discounts. 
We were astonished 
to receive over 
$150,000 off our bills! We submitted the 
remaining $96,000 to CHM for members 
to share and they did—every penny.

I could go on for a long time about how 

God worked His plan throughout our 
ordeal and always at just the right time and 
place, but the bottom line is this: God was 
true to His word, and health cost sharing 
truly is the way He intended His children 
to care for one another. As a result, I was 
able to get the care I needed and am doing 
much better today.

Thank you, CHM family, for how you 
serve the Lord in this beautiful way!

Connie Scott, Monroe, La.

The CHM family recently shared medical 
expenses for my husband and me. Both 
incidents were sudden and unexpected.

In summer 2016 our family was excitedly 
preparing for our 25-year-old daughter’s 
wedding. It was two weeks before the 
big day and I was driving to work when 
a sharp pain filled my right shoulder. 
Though it throbbed for most of the 
morning, I didn’t think too much of it.

However, on my lunch break it became 
clear that this was more of a problem than 
I first thought. As I drove to pick up some 
food, the pain suddenly shot through my 

shoulder and up to the back of 
my head. 

In an instant, my face and arm 
went numb.

I sat at a red light, unsure of 
what to do next and praying 
God would enable me to drive 
to the strip mall just ahead. 
God answered my prayer and 

I called my husband as soon as I parked. 
Thankfully, he works nearby and arrived 
within a few minutes.
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See “ABCs of CHM,” page 17

Member attests to God’s goodness even when 
tragedy strikes By MaryAnn Fiorillo, Moscow, Idaho

See “Fiorillo testimony,” page 15

“At my 20-week ultrasound 
for Siloam, the technician 
noticed that it appeared 
our baby’s stomach was 

missing....[We learned that] 
at four weeks gestation, 
her esophagus had never 

formed...”

Know your CHM “ABCs” 
to bring a friend, earn a 
free month and maybe 
even share the Gospel

Last month’s article by ministry CEO Rev. Dr. Howard 
Russell (see chministries.org/newsletter) discussed using the 
good news of CHM to share the Good News of the Gospel.

Explaining CHM to family and friends, Rev. Russell wrote, 
often opens a door to telling them about Jesus’ life, death 
and resurrection.

Before you transition to sharing the Gospel, however, you 
might find it helpful to know how to start the conversation 
by explaining what the ministry is and does. A simple way is 
to use the “ABCs of CHM”:

Affordable: Monthly financial gifts under CHM’s three 
programs range from $45 to $150 for individuals, capped 

My husband, Jonathan, is self-employed 
and for years we went without any 
healthcare cost provision. When in 2013 
we heard about CHM, we thought it too 
good to be true. Originally we signed up 
for the Bronze program, but eventually I 
realized the Gold level was best. 

We wanted to have another child.

In late 2014 we were thrilled to learn we 
were expecting our fourth child, Siloam. 
Though our third child, Nathan, was born 
premature and spent 14 days in the NICU, 
I didn’t expect complications this time. 
Nathan had been fine after his release from 
the hospital.

At my 20-week ultrasound for Siloam, 
the technician noticed that it appeared 
our baby’s stomach was 
missing. A few weeks 
later a second ultrasound 
confirmed that she had rare 
condition called esophageal 
atresia.

At four weeks gestation 
her esophagus had never 
formed and therefore 
couldn’t connect to her 
stomach.

Greatly distressed and anxious, I called 
CHM for advice. A kind staff member said 

not to worry about the 

high cost of treatment; the ministry would 
share my maternity bills and help us find a 

government program to 
assist with the expensive 
treatment Siloam would 
need during and after 
her birth.*

I was comforted by her 
sweet spirit and that 
she said ministry staff 
and members would be 
praying for our family.

On July 18, 2015, Siloam was born eight 
weeks early via an emergency C-section 
after a full placental abruption (a serious 

http://chministries.org/newsletter
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one claimed that any of his possessions was his 

own, but they shared everything they had...There 
were no needy persons among them. Acts 4:32, 34a
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Christian Healthcare 
Ministries 

Prayer Page

127 Hazelwood Ave
Attn: Prayer Page

Barberton, OH 44203
Phone: 330-848-1511 

(ask for the Prayer 
Page)

Fax: 330-798-6105

chministries.org
E-mail: prayerpage@

chministries.org

What is the 
Prayer Page?

The Prayer Page is an 
additional means by 
which CHM members 
help other Christians.

The medical needs 
listed on these pages 
are ongoing bills from 
pre-existing conditions, 
which do not qualify 
for sharing through 
the regular CHM 
program. (They are not 
bills incurred before 
members 
joined CHM.) 
Giving to needs 
listed on these pages 
is not your CHM 
monthly gift. It is an 
opportunity to give 
over and above your 
gift amount. We urge 
you to send cards of 
encouragement even 
if you are unable to 
contribute financially.

Guidelines Z and AA 
(chministries.org/
guidelines) contain 
complete information.
See the sidebars on 
pages 8-9 for more info
on how to give.

7

Continued on page 8

Prayer Page Giving

Each need would be met in full if each 
member family contributed 

$13.16 this month or $4.39 for the next 
three months.

These amounts are suggestions; please 
consider giving today.

Prayer Page total needs 
remaining this month: 
$1,872,163

Please do not send financial gifts 
directly to the people listed below. 
Giving should be sent via the CHM 
office (see page 8 sidebar). Addresses 
are provided below if you wish 
to send cards, letters or emails of 
encouragement.

1. Robert Aldrine: 2691 Maya Way, 
Montrose, CO 81401 Condition: 
hernia repair. Total bills: $21,517. 
Donations: $18,357. Remaining: 
$3,160.

2. Vernon Alexander: 570 Church 
St. E., Apt. 306, Brentwood, 
TN 37027 Condition: testing 
for esophageal cancer. Total bills: 
$2,847. Donations: $372. Add-on 
bills: $1,418. Remaining: $3,893.

3. Deborah Anderson: 3871 N 
Esquire Pl., Indianapolis, IN 
46226 Condition: diabetes. 
Total bills: $11,809. Donations: 
$5,279. Remaining: $6,530.

4. John Ashmore: 665 Blue 
Grouse Rd., Helena, MT 59602 
Condition: hip replacement. Total 
bills: $7,614. Donations: $4,336. 
Add-on bills: $1,314. Remaining: 
$4,592.

5. Leslie Ayres: 10607 W Deanne 
Dr., Sun City, AZ 85351 
Condition: heart attack. Total bills: 
$23,249. Donations: $12,584. 
Remaining: $10,665.

6. Philip Baker: 1331 Pleasant 

Hill Rd., Fleetwood, PA 19522 
Condition: nasal polyp removal. 
Total bills: $13,002. Donations: 
$1,681. Add-on bills: $296. 
Remaining: $11,617.

7. Addi Bennett: PO Box 374, 
Kersey, CO 80644 (msb332@
yahoo.com) Condition: heart 
ablation. Total bills: $12,321. 
Donations: $57,020. Add-on 
bills: $58,797. Remaining: 
$14,098.

8. Robert Bentley: 13502 
Gainesway Dr., Cypress, TX 
77429 (bben214@sbcglobal.net) 
Condition: ankle replacement. 
Total bills: $6,348. Donations: 
$3,026. Add-on bills: $1,342. 
Remaining: $4,664.

9. Randal Bland: 3540 S 251 
Rd., El Dorado Springs, MO 
64744 Condition: osteoarthritis. 
Total bills: $30,506. Donations: 
$23,162. Remaining: $7,344.

10. Destaney Bohlender: 19461 
CR 46, Lasalle, CO 80645 
Condition: hip surgery. Total bills: 
$45,649. 

11. Thomas Bolyard: 2646 
Farmlake Lane, Fort Mill, SC 
29708 Condition: diabetes/foot 
surgery. Total bills: $46,473. 
Donations: $16,567. Remaining: 
$29,906. 

12. Michael Born: 628 Aviator 
Dr., Fort Worth, TX 76179 

Condition: scar tissue 
surgery. Total bills: 
$4,482. Donations: 
$1,163. Remaining: 
$3,319.
13. Betty 
Brandenberger: 
22505 Ward Rd., 
Woodburn, IN 
46797 Condition: 
hip replacement. 
Total bills: $20,630. 
Donations: $9,403. 
Remaining: $11,227.
14. Nathan Brower: 

11690 Highland Colony 
Dr., Roswell, GA 30075 
(tamarabrower@gmail.com) 
Condition: surgery for pectus 
excavatum (congenital condition). 
Total bills: $63,779. Donations: 
$57,477. Remaining: $6,302.

15. Beau & Lee Brown: 6415 
Joliet Ave., Lubbock, TX 79413 
(brown_beau@hotmail.com) 
Condition: The Browns’ young 
daughter, Claire, suffered from a 
brain dural ateriovenous fistula 
(abnormal connection between 
an artery and a vein). Total bills: 
$7,665. Donations: $4,243. Add-
on bills: $17,716. Remaining: 
$21,138.

16. Laurie Brown: 15070 Mt. 
Eaton St. SW, Navarre, OH 
44662 Condition: heart bypass/
valve repair. Total bills: $4,852. 
Donations: $23,543. Add-on 
bills: $51,307. Remaining: 
$32,616.

17. Kathleen Brubaker: 110079 
SE 50th Ave., Sawyer, KS 67134 
Condition: granulomatosis 
(inflammation disorder). Total 
bills: $6,594. Donations: $2,403. 
Remaining: $4,191.

18. Scott Bruns: 1009 Martin 
Rd., Wheelersburg, OH 
45694 (scott@sciotohills.com) 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $39,084. 

19. Donald Churchill: PO Box 
1061, Haines, AK 99827 
(churchilljr@gmail.com)  
Condition: heart condition. Total 
bills: $9,269. Donations: $5,726. 
Remaining: $3,543.

20. Aubrey Coffey: 17 Floyd Ave., 
Poquoson, VA 23662 Condition: 
arthritis/knee surgery. Total 
bills: $6,150. Donations: $795. 
Remaining: $5,355.

21. Valerie Craft: 116 Gregory 
Rd., Conroe, TX 77304 
Condition: cerebral aneurysm. 

mailto:prayerpage@chministries.org
mailto:prayerpage@chministries.org
mailto:msb332@yahoo.com
mailto:msb332@yahoo.com
mailto:bben214@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tamarabrower@gmail.com
mailto:brown_beau@hotmail.com
mailto:scott@sciotohills.com
mailto:churchilljr@gmail.com
http://chministries.org
http://chministries.org/guidelines
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Who can give?

All readers are invited 
to give to Prayer Page 
needs (above regular 
monthly gifts) as they 
feel led.

All giving is voluntary; 
there is no obligation 
to give to Prayer Page 
needs to remain a 
CHM member.

How much 
should I give?

Give however much 
you feel led to give. 

See the “Prayer Page 
Giving” box on page 7 
for suggestions.

How do I 
send my gift?

You can send financial 
gifts for the Prayer 
Page directly to the 
CHM office. The 
advantages of sending 
donations in this 
manner are that they 
are tax deductible and 
the paying down of 
medical bills is tracked 
without additional 
reporting burdens 
on the Prayer Page 
recipients.  

Please make your 
check out to CHM 
and write “Prayer 
Page” on the memo 
line. If you would like 
to specify a recipient, 
please also write their 
name on your check. 
Prayer Page needs are 
shared until they are 
paid in full (as long

 
Continued on the page 

9 sidebar

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise hi

Total bills: $39,651. Donations: 
$36,486. Add-on bills: $2,078. 
Remaining: $5,243. 

22. Martin Dale: 20802 Louetta 
Oak Dr., Spring, TX 77388 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $668. Donations: 
$1,422. Add-on bills: $5,641. 
Remaining: $4,887.

23. Vicki Daniels: 19211 328th 
Ave., Isle, MN 56342 Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: 
$20,218. Donations: $12,228. 
Discounts: $52. Add-on bills: 
$7,559. Remaining: $15,498.

24. Marsha Davis: 285 Sandra 
Lane, Cleveland, GA 30528 
Condition: foot infection/surgery. 
Total bills: $32,736. Donations: 
$25,947. Remaining: $6,789.

25. Patrice Davis: 15 Rotherdale 
Rd., Brewer, ME 04412 
Condition: breast cancer. Total 
bills: $9,422. Donations: $6,501. 
Discounts: $5,000. Add-on bills: 
$8,686. Remaining: $6,607.

26. Joseph Driscoll: PO Box 
5403, Abilene, TX 79608 
Condition: hiatal hernia surgery. 
Total bills: $7,308. Donations: 
$12,221. Add-on bills: $7,440. 
Remaining: $2,527.

27. Doris Duncan: 5026 Mayfair 
Rd., North Canton, OH 44720 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $32,596. Donations: 
$26,480. Remaining: $6,116.

28. Sam Emmerling: 1613 
Northline, North Little Rock, 
AR 72116 Condition: spinal 
stenosis. Total bills: $28,277. 
Donations: $14,786. Remaining: 
$13,491. 

29. Ricky Ferrari: 9 2nd St. 
SE, Crosby, MN 56441 
(dollyandrick@charter.net) 
Condition: heart attack. Total 
bills: $92,989. Donations: 
$44,766. Add-on bills: $22,315. 
Remaining: $70,538.

30. Tommy Fraley: 604 James, 
Sweetwater, TX 79556 
Condition: prostate cancer. 
Total bills: $7,128. Donations: 
$2,634. Add-on bills: $7,303. 
Remaining: $11,797.

31. Peter Garcia: 150 Gill Ln., 
Stockbridge, GA 30281 
Condition: knee surgery. Total 
bills: $5,668. Donations: $733. 
Remaining: $4,935.

32. Karen Garibay: 300 Modene 
Ave., Waxahachie, TX 75165 
(hachie17@sbcglobal.net) 
Condition: heart attack/triple 
bypass surgery. Total bills: 
$141,187. Donations: $104,627. 
Discounts: $16,187. Remaining: 
$20,372.

33. Mark Gasster: 1048 Lorraine 
Dr., Napa, CA 94558 Condition: 
epilepsy. Total bills: $11,682. 
Donations: $58,236. Add-on 
bills: $60,178. Remaining: 
$13,624.

34. Michaela Glafke: 1311 
Richards St., Apt. B, Lafayette, 
IN 47904 Condition: 
endometriosis surgery. Total bills: 
$29,007. Donations: $3,775. 
Remaining: $25,232.

35. Natalya Goncharova: PO 
Box 4387, Spanaway, WA 
98387 (kleinrd@earthlink.
net) Condition: carotid tumor 
surgeries. Total bills: $13,749. 
Donations: $40,270. Add-on 
bills: $32,093. Remaining: 
$5,572.

36. Alexander & Yelena Gorash: 
2703 112th Ave E., Edgewood, 
WA 98372 Condition: The 
Gorashes’ teenage daughter, 
Deanna, had breathing problems 
and underwent nasal surgery. 
Total bills: $10,821. Donations: 
$4,722. Remaining: $6,099.

37. Nicholas Gore: 172 Crestview 
Dr., High Point, NC 27265 
Condition: removal of benign 
mass. Total bills: $4,676. 
Donations: $1,096. Remaining: 
$3,580.

38. Beth Grimm: 428 E. Orange 
St., Lancaster, PA 17602 
(bethgrimm428@gmail.com)  
Condition: herniated disc. Total 
bills: $15,872. Donations: 
$35,351. Add-on bills: $27,353. 
Remaining: $7,874. 

39. Darcie Gudger: PO Box 2761, 
Mills, WY 82644 Condition: 

hysterectomy. Total bills: $6,208. 
Donations: $828. Remaining: 
$5,380. 

40. Larry Hackley: 763 Waugh 
Chapel Rd., Odenton, MD 
21113 (heyblue63@yahoo.
com) Condition: defibrillator 
replacement. Total bills: $21,188. 
Donations: $15,075. Remaining: 
$6,113.

41. Scot Hall: 1908 W Jarvis Ct., 
Meridian, ID 83642 (scotlhall@
gmail.com) Condition: cataract 
surgery. Total bills: $2,324. 

42. William Hankins: PO Box 
3261, Seward, AK 99664 
(inalaska73@hotmail.com) 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $11,699. Donations: 
$2,746. Remaining: $8,953.

43. Sherry Hatcher: 918 Bentle 
Branch Ln., Cedar Hill, TX 
75104 (shcedarhill@aol.com) 
Condition: spinal fusion surgery. 
Total bills: $56,781. Donations: 
$18,876. Remaining: $37,905. 

44. Julie Heaston: 4128 West 
300 S, Huntington, IN 46750 
Condition: bone cancer. Total 
bills: $11,582. Donations: 
$7,450. Add-on bills: $9,792. 
Remaining: $13,924.

45. Ernest Huhta: 19 3rd St. 
SE, Menahga, MN 56464 
(marthahuhta1@gmail.com) 
Condition: hernia/colonoscopy. 
Total bills: $3,979. Donations: 
$3,696. Add-on bills: $7,801. 
Remaining: $8,083.

46. Marcus Hynes: 2050 W Farm 
Rd. 98, Springfield, MO 65803 
Condition: gallstones. Total bills: 
$3,603. 

47. James Isakson: 1141 E 1st 
Ave. #1426, Broomfield, CO 
80020 Condition: spinal stenosis. 
Total bills: $20,467. Donations: 
$16,337. Add-on bills: $53. 
Remaining: $4,183.

48. Barbara Jo Jackson: 634 
East 920 North, Orem, UT 
84097 (kermjack@gmail.
com) Condition: colon cancer. 
Total bills: $14,505. Donations: 
$10,362. Add-on bills: $7,951. 
Remaining: $12,094.
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How do I use 
the online 

Giving Guide?
In the Giving Guide 
(chministries.org/
givingguide), find the 
range of membership 
numbers in which 
your number falls. 
You can send a gift to 
the need number that 
corresponds to your 
member number.

For example, if your 
number is 140000, you 
can send to need #76.

These directions are 
only suggestions; if you 
are not a CHM member 
or feel led by the Lord 
to give to a need other 
than the one suggested, 
please do so!

How do I send my gift? 
(Continued from the 
page 8 sidebar)

as there is no lapse 
in membership) and 
CHM reserves the 
right to allocate your 
gift to any Prayer Page 
recipient with eligible 
medical bills. We will 
forward any card or 
encouraging note that 
you include, or you 
can send it directly to a 
recipient. 

If you wish to donate 
to Prayer Page needs 
using your credit card 
or bank account, please 
call the CHM Member 
Assistance department 
at 330-848-1511, ext. 
5993. Donations can 
be made online via the 
CHM Member Portal 
at chministries.org/
members.
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49. Carol James: 18224 Justice 
Rd., Camp Douglas, WI 54618 
Condition: diverticulitis. Total 
bills: $39,130. Donations: 
$34,838. Remaining: $4,292.

50. Rebecca Jamison: 346 Jamison 
Farm Ln., Troutville, VA 24175 
Condition: hysterectomy. Total 
bills: $39,038. Donations: 
$35,699. Remaining: $3,339.

51. Nancy Johnson: 5540 Arnold 
Rd., Duluth, MN 55803 
Condition: heart condition. Total 
bills: $3,347. Donations: $540. 
Remaining: $2,807.

52. Timothy Johnson: 14612 St 
Rt 235 N, Lakeview, OH 43331 
Condition: heart attack. Total 
bills: $5,228. Donations: $2,039. 
Remaining: $3,189.

53. Daniel Jones: 4024 Kenwood 
Dr., Flower Mound, TX 75022 
Condition: fatty lump removal. 
Total bills: $9,258. Donations: 
$2,154. Remaining: $7,104.

54. Sondra Jones: 6990 West 
State Rd 4, Hudson, IN 46747 
Condition: hernia repair. Total 
bills: $7,691. Donations: $3,865. 
Remaining: $3,826.

55. Gilbert Kassing: 3907 
Farmingdale Dr., Arlington, 
TX 76001 (gibkassing@yahoo.
com) Condition: heart attack/
triple bypass surgery. Total bills: 
$77,722. Donations: $66,646. 
Discounts: $1,300. Remaining: 
$9,776.

56. Shane Kellogg: 15848 
Township Rd. 110, Kenton, 
OH 43326 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: $26,688. 
Donations: $6,036. Remaining: 
$20,652.

57. Cynthia Lederman: 53899 
CR 39, Middlebury, IN 46540 
(toddncindy82@gmail.com)  
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $10,221. Donations: 
$6,081. Remaining: $4,140.

58. Keng Fun Lee: 3328 
Shepperton Blvd., Indianapolis, 
IN 46228 (pslee2@hotmail.
com) Condition: degenerative 
disc disease. Total bills: $34,007.  
Donations: $53,281. Add-on 

bills: $31,426. Remaining: 
$12,152. 

59. Thelma Lehman: 2110 E 
Cumberland St., Lebanon, PA 
17042 (sntlehman@yahoo.com) 
Condition: osteoarthritis/hip 
replacement. Total bills: $6,044. 
Donations: $17,250. Add-on 
bills: $33,261. Remaining: 
$22,055.

60. Kathi Loesche: 1000 
Bridgewater Dr., Prescott, AZ 
86301 (kathi.loesche@gmail.
com) Condition: pelvic organ 
prolapse. Total bills: $1,966. 
Donations: $9,810. Add-on bills: 
$10,939. Remaining: $3,095.

61. Dwight Martin: 1261 Clyde 
School Rd., McBee, SC 29101 
Condition: heart condition. Total 
bills: $100,000. Donations: 
$49,112. Remaining: $50,888.

62. Glen May: 2475 490th St., 
Stacyville, IA 50476 Condition: 
back surgery. Total bills: $2,629.  
Donations: $3,835. Add-on bills: 
$26,085. Remaining: $24,879. 

63. Benjamin & Michelle 
McGonigle: 38626 N 19 Way, 
Phoenix, AZ 85086 Condition: 
The McGonigles’ young daughter, 
Bella, has a heart condition. 
Total bills: $4,537. Donations: 
$2,629. Add-on bills: $11,364. 
Remaining: $13,272.

64. Ann McGuire: 6500 Camp 
Bowie Blvd., Ste. E, Fort Worth, 
TX 76116 (ccam369@gmail.
com) Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $3,227. Donations: 
$13,492. Add-on bills: $36,209. 
Remaining: $25,944.

65. David McIntosh: 232 NW 
Wilmington Ave., Bend, OR 
97703 Condition: heart attack. 
Total bills: $7,355. 

66. Shiela Meert: 28999 
Westwynd Dr., Elkhart, IN 
46516 Condition: diverticulitis/
bowel surgery. Total bills: $9,127. 
Donations: $37,100. Add-on 
bills: $35,174. Remaining: 
$7,201.

67. Theresa Menner: 34 W 59th 
St., Indianapolis, IN 46208 
Condition: labral tear of hip. 

Total bills: $11,144. Donations: 
$8,068. Remaining: $3,076.

68. Guadalupe & Heidy Meraz: 
37711 E 128 Ave., Hudson, CO 
80642 Condition: The Merazs’ 
teenage son, Ezequiel, Condition: 
developed blood clots in his legs. 
Total bills: $24,865. Donations: 
$19,823. Remaining: $5,042.

69. Shelli Meulemans: 2175 E 
Hinchman Rd., Berrien Springs, 
MI 49103 (nashshelli@gmail.
com)  Condition: polycystic 
ovarian syndrome. Total bills: 
$21,560. Donations: $14,206.  
Discounts: $480. Remaining: 
$6,874.

70. Scott Mikesell: 2202 Sequoia 
Dr., Clearwater, FL 33763 
(mkmikesell@gmail.com) 
Condition: hip replacement. Total 
bills: $13,541. 

71. Gary Miles: 1440 Westview 
Cir., Lynden, WA 98264 
(grmiles@comcast.net) 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $32,051. Donations: 
$70,697. Add-on bills: $60,941. 
Remaining: $22,295.

72. Mark Miller: 15390 Louisville 
St NE, Homeworth, OH 44634 
Condition: Mark’s wife, Faith, 
passed away after a battle with 
brain cancer. Total bills: $39,345. 
Donations: $44,538. Add-on 
bills: $29,061. Remaining: 
$23,868.

73. Marcia Miller: 1175 Cold 
Springs Rd., Stuarts Draft, 
VA 24477 Condition: Crohn’s 
disease. Total bills: $14,840. 
Donations: $8,402. Remaining: 
$6,438.

74. Thomas Mills: 3425 White 
Oaks Dr., Abilene, TX 79606 
Condition: myelodysplasia (blood 
condition). Total bills: $26,849. 
Donations: $45,046. Add-on 
bills: $32,579. Remaining: 
$14,382.

75. Andrew Mora: PO Box 8274, 
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96158 
Condition: torn meniscus. Total 
bills: $11,024. 

76. Kerry Mott: 535 Tavern 
Continued on page 11
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Generosity of fellow Christians encourages member with 
recurring condition Over $62,000 shared through CHM Gold 

In 2014 I decided to leave my job to help 
my husband manage our small family 
business. Thus, we no longer had health 
insurance and started looking into our 
options.

I heard on a local Christian radio station 
that Christian Healthcare Ministries is 
an eligible option under the national 
healthcare law. CHM quickly rose to the 
top of our list as the best fit for us. We were 
impressed that the ministry had been in 
operation since 1981. We thought the Gold 
program with Brother’s Keeper was a great 
value and we loved the idea of Christians 
taking care of Christians just like the first-
century Church.

Though nervous about trying something so 
different from insurance, we prayed about 
it and came to the conclusion that God 
wanted us to trust Him to meet our needs 
through a health cost sharing ministry, so 
we joined.

In the past I’d 
experienced bouts 
of diverticulitis. In 
September 2015 I 
suffered a serious 
attack, went to 
the emergency 
room and was 
hospitalized for 
several days.

I mistakenly thought it would no longer 
be considered a pre-existing condition.* I 
submitted my bills to CHM and they were 
promptly shared. I didn’t realize, however, 
that they were shared via the Gold schedule 
for pre-existing conditions; I was just 
grateful for the help.

A few weeks after my release from the 
hospital—and then again in January 

2016—I returned to the ER with recurring 
symptoms of acute diverticulitis.

I was scared because I’d never had so many 
serious back-to-back attacks and I knew the 
risks of allowing the flare-
ups to go untreated. I’d 
also taken several rounds 
of powerful antibiotics; 
I’m allergic to many 
antibiotics and I was 
becoming resistant to the 
ones I could take.

Consequently, at my 
doctor’s suggestion I underwent surgery to 
remove the diseased portion of my bowel.

I again submitted my bills to CHM, and 
this time received a request for written 
permission to list my bills on the monthly 
newsletter’s Prayer Page. I was confused 
and thought there had been a mistake, so I 
called the ministry.

A kind staff member gently 
explained that my bills exceeded 
the Gold schedule sharing limits.* 
She said that the Prayer Page—
funded by members’ donations 
above regular monthly financial 
gifts—was effective, as members 
shared to help members like me 
pay our healthcare providers. 
Furthermore, my bills would be 

listed until my need was met, so long as I 
remained a CHM member.

Though wary at first, today I can attest to 
the Prayer Page’s effectiveness and what a 
blessing it can be. I have received $25,000 
through the Gold schedule and more than  
$37,000 from the Prayer Page, totaling 
$62,000. 

I have also received cards of encouragement 

from members across the country. One 
person even sent me a book! Though 
I’m past my recovery time, I still receive 
heartwarming notes from CHM members. 

My medical 
experiences taught 
me many lessons. 
One thing I’ve 
learned is that the 
Body of Christ is 
full of generous, 
caring people. I’ve 
also been blessed 
to witness God 

planting seeds of hope in the people in my 
life as I share my testimony of how CHM 
helped me.

I’ve learned to trust God with my needs 
and, though it was a paradigm shift to ask 
healthcare providers for discounts or keep 
track of all my medical bills and payments, 
I’ve become a much more informed and 
involved healthcare consumer.

The surgery was very successful and today 
I’m feeling better than I have in years. 
Randy and I are so grateful to all who 
contributed to share our healthcare cost 
burden. Because we believe that CHM 
is very much in line with God’s plan for 
providing and caring for His people, we 
plan to be lifelong members. We have 
been humbled to receive; now we want 
to experience the joy of giving to others’ 
Prayer Page needs.

*Editor’s note: To learn more about CHM’s 
programs for pre-existing conditions, 
including the definition of a pre-existing 
condition, see CHM Guidelines Z and AA 
at chministries.org/guidelines. Frequently 
asked questions about pre-existing conditions 
are included in the August 2017 newsletter at 
chministries.org/newsletter.

schedule and Prayer Page programs By Shiela Meert, Elkhart, Ind. 
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Ln., Columbia Falls, MT 59912 
Condition: knee replacement surgery. 
Total bills: $23,606. Donations: $19,893. 
Remaining: $3,713. 

77. Joseph Mozley: PO Box 144, 
Hittervale, MN 56552 (alliejo09@gmail.
com) Condition: diverticulitis. Total bills: 
$4,430. Donations: $35,695. Add-on 
bills: $41,653. Remaining: $10,388.

78. Vincent Mullins: 6 Oak Bluff Dr., 
Cross Roads, TX 76227 (vince@
therapyseminarsllc.com) Condition: 
sciatic nerve injury. Total bills: $39,209. 
Donations: $9,200. Remaining: $30,009.

79. Robert Neal: 50100 E. Town Hall Rd., 
Frazee, MN 56544 (rgneal@wcta.net) 
Condition: heart condition. Total bills: 
$59,451. Donations: $47,965. Discounts: 
$6,509. Remaining: $4,977.

80. Lynette Nelson: 18435 42nd St., New 
Germany, MN 55367 Condition: brain 
cancer. Total bills: $52,720. Donations: 
$30,638. Remaining: $22,082.

81. Randall Neubauer: 7136 Tannery Rd. 
#26, Two Rivers, WI 54241 Condition: 
spinal surgery. Total bills: $75,456. 
Donations: $61,518. Add-on bills: $440. 
Remaining: $14,378.

82. Karen O’Connor: 6247 CR 20, 
Longmont, CO 80504 Condition: heart 
condition. Total bills: $6,992. Donations: 
$1,692. Remaining: $5,300.

83. Linda Overholt: PO Box 134, Amanda, 
OH 43102 Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $47,065. Donations: $40,081. 
Add-on bills: $4,539. Remaining: 
$11,523.

84. Randall Overman: 8332 West 750 
South, Knightstown, IN 46148 
Condition: knee replacement. Total bills: 
$20,716. 

85. Sooyoung Park: 16212 Eagleridge 
Ct., La Mirada, CA 90638 Condition: 
glaucoma. Total bills: $5,000. Donations: 
$1,253. Remaining: $3,747.

86. Gerry Parker: 3875 Hwy 114, Deaver, 
WY 82421 Condition: heart attack and 
surgery. Total bills: $61,860. Donations: 
$29,033. Discounts: $55,794. Add-on 
bills: $68,931. Remaining: $45,964.

87. Rema Perras: 7755 Fairgrove Ave., 
Windermere, FL 34786 (remaperras@
msn.com) Condition: cataract surgery. 
Total bills: $4,980. Donations: $1,944. 
Remaining: $3,036.

88. Linda Phillips: 1810 8th St. NE, East 

Wenatchee, WA 98802 (phillipsdavids@
yahoo.com) Condition: ankle surgery. 
Total bills: $2,619. 

89. Edward Quinn: 13271 W Monterey 
Way, Litchfield Park, AZ 85340 
(lmbquinn@hotmail.com) Condition: 
chest pain/testing. Total bills: $39,371. 
Donations: $15,974. Remaining: 
$23,397.

90. Robert Recker: 700 Crossbow #101, 
Green River, WY 82935 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $27,607. 
Donations: $6,496. Add-on bills: $817. 
Remaining: $21,928.

91. Kim Rees: PO Box 1417, Thayne, WY 
83127 Condition: hip replacement. Total 
bills: $8,523. Donations: $17,998. Add-
on bills: $14,111. Remaining: $4,636.

92. Lonnie Richardson: 5797 W. 37th St., 
Louisburg, KS 66053 Condition: colon 
removal/ileostomy. Total bills: $45,068. 
Donations: $34,417. Remaining: 
$10,651.

93. Kim Riddle: 1753 Red Bird Circle, 
Concord, NC 28025 Condition: cervical 
prolapse. Total bills: $17,439. Donations: 
$6,039. Remaining: $11,400. 

94. Michael Rizzo: 6000 Palm Trace 
Landings Dr., Davie, FL 33314 
(m_rizzo@live.com) Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: $13,709. 
Donations: $19,951. Add-on bills: 
$10,296. Remaining: $4,054.

95. Bruce Robinson: 3012 Marsh Island 
Dr., Myrtle Beach, SC 29579 Condition: 
disease of the esophagus. Total bills: 
$12,463. 

96. Kara Robinson: 178889 N 2910 Rd., 
Duncan, OK 73533 (randyandkara@
gmail.com) Condition: endometriosis. 
Total bills: $6,354. 

97. Zoila Rodriguez: PO Box 681, Calvert, 
TX 77837 Condition: asthma attack. 
Total bills: $12,084. Donations: $3,837. 
Remaining: $8,247. 

98. Jim Sauder: 1280 Fairway Dr., Boone, 
NC 28607 Condition: knee revision 
surgery. Total bills: $63,514. Donations: 
$39,027. Discounts: $3,372.  Add-on 
bills: $2,169. Remaining: $23,284. 

99. Rita Schultz: 04502 S Rd., Ingalls, 
KS 67853 (scott.2661@gmail.com) 
Condition: female problems. Total bills: 
$5,368. 

100. Raymond Schwarz: 279 Surrey 
Rd., Wheeling, IL 60090 Condition: 

hernia repair. Total bills: $6,027. 
Donations: $8,076. Add-on bills: $5,610. 
Remaining: $3,561.

101. Cindy Sengstock: 2704 Arbor Glen 
Dr. Apt. 105, Twinsburg, OH 44087 
Condition: ulcerative colitis. Total bills: 
$1,283. Donations: $9,901. Add-on bills: 
$14,371. Remaining: $5,753.

102. Crystal Shaffer: 979 Shade Rd., 
McAlisterville, PA 17049 Condition: 
melanoma. Total bills: $60,558. 
Donations: $45,953. Add-on bills: 
$15,783. Remaining: $30,388.

103. Mary Shaffer: 347 N Main St., 
Apt. 6, Columbiana, OH 44408 
(musicjammer1@comcast.net) 
Condition: kidney stones. Total bills: 
$3,011. 

104. Rhonda Shearer: 70 Clay Manor 
Ct., Springboro, OH 45066 Condition: 
achalasia (esophagus disease). Total bills: 
$12,845. Donations: $42,727. Discounts: 
$5,869. Add-on bills: $40,993. 
Remaining: $5,242.

105. Gerald Sheridan: 1415 Cobb Ranch 
Rd., Paris, TX 75462 Condition: spinal 
stenosis. Total bills: $37,755. Donations: 
$30,009. Add-on bills: $5,371.
Remaining: $13,117.

106. Joan Sherwin: 149 Stormy Ridge, 
Brasstown, NC 28902 (turkeyroost55@
gmail.com) Condition: heart attack/
duodenal ulcer. Total bills: $14,457. 
Donations: $12,846. Add-on bills: 
$3,225. Remaining: $4,836.

107. John Shetler: 7910 Harrison Rd., 
Fredericksburg, OH 44627 Condition: 
stents for heart condition. Total bills: 
$24,593. 

108. Eli Shrock: 24 W Coleman Rd., 
Farwell, MI 48622 Condition: heart 
condition/procedure. Total bills: $41,481. 
Donations: $20,341. Add-on bills: 
$1,069. Remaining: $22,209. 

109. Todd Simon: PO Box 523, Brush, 
CO 80723 (toddsimon0@gmail.com)  
Condition: hip replacement. Total bills: 
$94,465. Donations: $74,210. Add-on 
bills: $7,287. Remaining: $27,542.

110. Shawn Smith: 1308 Selma Ave., 
Webster Groves, MO 63119 (stlsds@
gmail.com) Condition: back pain. Total 
bills: $10,387. Donations: $2,450. 
Remaining: $7,937.

Continued on page 12
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111. Tasha Stacy: 7204 Alameda St., 
Norman, OK 73026 (tashastacy7@
sbcglobal.net) Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $6,083. Donations: $2,302. 
Remaining: $3,781.

112. Jessica Stec: 571 Hollibaugh Rd., 
Marsland, NE 69354 Condition: Crohn’s 
disease. Total bills: $64,008. Donations: 
$30,380. Add-on bills: $1,423. 
Remaining: $35,051.

113. Ben Stoltzfus: 1302 Cedar Ave., East 
Earl, PA 17519 (bestoltzfus1@gmail.
com) Condition: bypass surgery. Total bills: 
$82,198. Donations: $74,884. Add-on 
bills: $1,467. Remaining: $8,781.

114. Pamela Strader: 105 S. Cuernavaca, 
Austin, TX 78733 Condition: abdominal 
aortic aneurysm. Total bills: $70,911. 
Donations: $63,068. Add-on bills: $113. 
Remaining: $7,956.

115. Virgil Stutzman: 59573 White Temple 
Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 (thevirg55@
gmail.com) Condition: double knee 
replacement. Total bills: $27,513. 
Donations: $15,962. Remaining: 
$11,551.

116. Kenny Sumpter: 4241 S San Pedro 
Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ 85650 Condition: 
follow-up cancer treatment. Total bills: 
$15,328. 

117. Tom Allen Sutphin: 100 Hickory 
Ln., Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 
(gobblerslayer@wyoming.com) 
Condition: deviated septum surgery. Total 
bills: $8,884. 

118. Jeffrey Switalski: 128 Goodman Cir., 
Concord, NC 28025 (joyswitalski@
yahoo.com) Condition: double knee 
replacement. Total bills: $8,983. 

119. Douglas Teichert: 24151 El Paso Rd., 
Caldwell, ID 83607 Condition: heart 
disease. Total bills: $19,556. Donations: 
$15,718. Add-on bills: $235. Remaining: 
$4,073.

120. David Tiehen: 470 Swan River 
Rd., Bigfork, MT 59911 Condition: 
ankle replacement. Total bills: $53,365. 
Donations: $39,852. Remaining: 
$13,513.

121. Thomas & Catherine Umlauf-Schulz: 
882 N Martin Dr., Palatine, IL 60067 
Condition: The family’s young son, Joshua, 
underwent surgery. Total bills: $17,601. 
Donations: $14,488. Remaining: $3,113.

122. Louis Toth: 703 Galaxy Dr., Grand 
Junction, CO 81506  Condition: heart 

condition. Total bills: $5,321. Donations: 
$1,237. Remaining: $4,084.

123. Jonathan & Lori Towell: 6006 78th 
St., Lubbock, TX 79424 Condition: The 
Towells’ daughter, Lydia, had surgery for 
an eye condition (esotropia). Total bills: 
$10,235. Donations: $1,323. Remaining: 
$8,912.

124. Charles Tracy: 915 Swilling Rd., 
Eastanollee, GA 30538 Condition: heart 
condition. Total bills: $43,084. Donations: 
$20,262. Remaining: $22,822.

125. Ruth Villarreal: 310 Turner St., Brush, 
CO 80723 Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $12,336. Donations: $3,656. 
Add-on bills: $534. Remaining: $9,214.

126. Doreen Wagenaar: 7616 W Rio Rd., 
Lincoln, NE 68505 (doreenw1@juno.
com) Condition: osteoarthritis. Total bills: 
$13,626. 

127. Eva Wagler: 6957 N 550 E, 
Montgomery, IN 47558 (venitarn@
yahoo.com) Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $8,788. Donations: $71,632. 
Add-on bills: $69,220. Remaining: 
$6,376.

128.William Walsh: 2687 NC Hwy., 
Lenoir, NC 28645 Condition: heart 
blockages. Total bills: $14,710. Donations: 
$14,689. Add-on bills: $5,836. 
Remaining: $5,857. 

129. Jeffrey Walters: 14475 N 200E, North 
Manchester, IN 46962 (jjwalters58@
yahoo.com) Condition: heart valve 
replacement/repair. Total bills: $62,844. 
Donations: $38,302. Remaining: 
$24,542.

130. Michael Watkins: 3403 62nd 
St., Lubbock, TX 79413 Condition: 
cavernous malformation (rare blood 
vessel abnormality). Total bills: $8,444. 
Donations: $1,092. Remaining: $7,352.

131. Melinda Whelan: 11595 St. Rt. 
88, Garrettsville, OH 44231 (klavon.
melinda@gmail.com) Condition: hip 
pain/surgery. Total bills: $19,249. 

132. Loyal Wiens: PO Box 20728, Mesa, 
AZ 85277 Condition: bowel obstruction. 
Total bills: $65,359. Donations: $42,176. 
Remaining: $23,183. 

133. Stacey Wilgocki: 32845 US Hwy 
30, Columbus, NE 68601 Condition: 
endometriosis/female problems. Total bills: 
$11,842. Donations: $1,531. Add-on 
bills: $8,394. Remaining: $18,705.

134. Saranne Wilson: 15664 Mountain 

Valley Place, Lakeside, CA 92040 
(rockinw54@yahoo.com) Condition: 
Saranne’s husband, Cliff, passed away after 
a heart transplant. Total bills: $4,000. 
Donations: $98,043. Add-on bills: 
$101,754. Remaining: $7,711.

135. Merlin Wipf: 507 Illinois Ave NW, 
Huron, SD 57350 (judyjanelwipf@
hotmail.com) Condition: cancer. Total 
bills: $110,000. Donations: $61,141. 
Add-on bills: $211. Remaining: $49,070.

136. Dustin Wittmer: 12501 E 1200 N, 
Odon, IN 47562 (thewittmers@yahoo.
com) Condition: disease of the esophagus. 
Total bills: $2,777. 

137. Jerrill Wyler: 1279 SW Patricia Ave., 
Port St. Lucie, FL  34953 (jerrill@live.
com) Condition: heart procedure. Total 
bills: $16,326. 

138. Penelopa Yeoman: 443 Crystal 
Dr., Marion, OH 43302 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $16,325. 
Donations: $26,553. Add-on bills: 
$38,410. Remaining: $28,182. 

139. Carolyn Yoder: 10725 W 250 N, 
Shipshewana, IN 46565 Condition: knee 
surgery. Total bills: $13,834. Donations: 
$1,938. Remaining: $11,896.

140. Fannie Yoder: 5461 Lawrence 1025, 
La Russell, MO 64848 Condition: stroke. 
Total bills: $37,498. Donations: $15,636. 
Remaining: $21,862.

141. Robert Ziglar: 325 Deerwood Dr., 
Macon, GA 31220 (ziglars7@bellsouth.
net) Condition: abdominal aortic 
aneurysm repair. Total bills: $45,535. 
Donations: $36,891. Add-on bills: 
$12,791. Remaining: $21,435.

142. Linda Zimmerman: 237 W 
Burkholder Dr., Lititz, PA 17543 
Condition: knee replacement. Total bills: 
$18,200. Donations: $4,368. Remaining: 
$13,832.

143. Julie Zweber: 13405 Vandiver Dr., 
Oklahoma City, OK 73142 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $24,090. 
Donations: $3,119. Remaining: $20,971.
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When providers say this (continued from page 3)

See “Meet your staff,” page 15

Meet your CHM staff: Steve Winston and Macy Hill
Steve Winston has joined CHM’s Finance 
department, which develops ministry 
budgets and reports expenses in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting 
principles (GAAP). Macy Hill serves on 
the Needs Processing department team 
and inputs data from medical bills into the 
CHM database.

Steve Winston

When did you 
become a Christian? 
When I was a 
child, my parents 
constantly talked 
about Jesus and how 

my heavenly Father loved me. I remember 
sitting at the kitchen table when I was nine 
years old and reading John 3:16. I must 

have read the verse two, three—maybe 
even four—times before I got down on my 
knees to ask Jesus into my heart.

What motivates you? My faith and my 
father. I’m also motivated by the thought 
of being in the presence of my heavenly 
Father’s perfection and complete love, and 
hearing “Well done.” My earthly father 
was a great man. I’m motivated to live 
according to his example.

What has been a “highlight” moment for 
you since joining the CHM staff? There 
are many, but I especially enjoyed learning 
that CHM recently had a record month, 
with members sharing more than $24 
million of each other’s medical bills in July 
2017. I joined the team so I could help 
serve members. Though my contribution 

to the sharing of medical bills is indirect, 
I was humbled by this feat and rejoiced 
nevertheless.

Name one embarrassing moment. 
Only one? Well, I’m always running into 
inanimate objects and instinctively saying 
“Excuse me.” For example, when my wife 
and I met at Starbucks for our first date, 
we walked to the counter to order coffee. 
Distracted by her beauty, I ran into a table 
and chairs. Without thinking, I responded 
with, “Excuse me.” Of course no one was 
sitting there, so the chairs got a heartfelt 
apology while my date got a chuckle. 

What’s your favorite comfort food? 
Mom’s spaghetti and meatballs.

I’m supposed to offer first.”

A few years ago, I made a phone call to 
a provider whose representative told me 
I had to make a $400 monthly payment 
while waiting 90 to 120 days for CHM’s 
reimbursement. I knew my family 
could never afford this arrangement, 
but she insisted. I waited in silence as I 
brainstormed options. This pause reaped 
a surprise result: she reconsidered and 
reduced the payment to less than $100 a 
month.

When they say: “Payment is due in full by 
the end of this month.”
They may really mean: “We’d like you to 
pay off your bill so we don’t have to deal 
with this account anymore.”

When my husband had an artery break 
open while visiting his dermatologist, he 
had to be transported by ambulance to 
the hospital six blocks away. The bill: a 
whopping $700-plus for a five-minute 

ride! The provider asked for full payment. 
Instead, I wrote  a short note explaining 
the situation and requested both a 
discount and to set up a payment plan. 
The company responded with a 75 percent 
discount and also agreed that we’d
contribute what we could until CHM 
shared the expense.

They say: “Your bill is being turned over to 
a collection agency.”
They may really mean: “We’re trying to 
show you we’re serious about getting you 
to pay this account.”

Michael and I once applied for hospital 
financial assistance. While we were waiting
for approval we received a bill stamped 
with “Turned over to a collection agency” 
in big, red letters. I immediately called 
the provider and explained the delay. “No 
problem,” they said. Just like that, the issue 
was resolved. Similar scenarios happened 
a couple more times, and I learned to 
avoid receiving such letters by staying in 

close communication with our healthcare 
providers. All of them worked with me 
once they understood CHM’s sharing 
process.

You may never have to respond to 
statements like the ones I’ve listed above. 
If you do, though, keep in mind that 
providers may mean more—or less—
than what they say. As I’ve learned from 
experience, it’s always worth a try to clarify 
and perhaps counter-offer. Doing so may 
save both you and other CHM members 
hundreds—or even thousands—of dollars.

*Editor’s note: Past newsletter issues are 
available online at chministries.org/
newsletter. 

**Please be sure to quickly notify CHM’s 
Member Advocate department if your 
healthcare provider sets a deadline for a 
substantial discount.

http://chministries.org/newsletter
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The choice to rejoice (continued from page 3)

John 16:33 Jesus tells us: “These things I 
have spoken unto you, that in me ye might 
have peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” 

As human beings with limited spiritual 
vision, we can only see the tangled and 
knotted threads which represent the 
problems of life. From God’s point of 
view, however, there is a beautiful tapestry 
woven and stitched with love. The stitches 
are often painful and cause 
our hearts to bleed, but 
the finished product is a 
beautiful masterpiece of 
God’s design. 

While awaiting test results 
and facing so much 
uncertainty about what 
was wrong with my body, 
I decided that my life 
belonged to God because He had paid a 
dear price for it when He gave His Son to 
die for me. I told God that He could take 
complete control of my life and do with 
it whatever He desired. I made the choice 
that I wanted God to use and receive glory 
through my life. I made the choice—
despite all the tears and all of my fears—to 
praise God and to be truly thankful. 

As a result, I had peace when I got the 
diagnosis of Stage 3 breast cancer. Four 
months later I was also diagnosed with 
colon cancer. 

However, I had hope because of the choice 
I had made. It wasn’t because I am perfect 
or never felt fear; it was because I resolved 
to rely on God and be thankful no matter 
what. Praising God gave me strength and 
made my faith much stronger on the days I 
was so sick I could barely function. 

My relationship 
with God grew 
and developed 
in ways I never 
thought possible 
because I chose 
to ignore my 
feelings and 
just praise Him 
anyway. In doing 

so, I saw God do wonderful things in my 
life and work in ways I never thought 
possible. 

How can we be “overcomers” when life 
becomes difficult? We must continue 
to trust God, and we must actively and 
genuinely praise Him! It’s as simple as that 
and it’s as difficult as that. We must make 

the choice to rejoice no matter what our 
circumstances may be and no matter how 
hopeless we may feel. God eagerly desires 
our praise, but only if we have a willing 
and genuine heart. 

It’s easy to praise Him when life is easy, 
but when storms arise against us it is much 
harder. It’s during such times that we must 
act upon this biblical truth: Praise and 
thankfulness move the heart of God. 

We cannot wait on our feelings to align 
with this truth. We have to learn to praise 
God even when we just don’t feel as if 
there is anything to praise Him for; when 
life has left us bruised, broken, and battle 
worn. That kind of worship is a sacrifice 
that moves the heart of God and in turn 
enriches our lives. 

Despite what we may feel, our trials are 
ultimately for our good and for His glory. 
No matter what you’re facing today, make 
the choice to rejoice! 

Editor’s note: Dreama Whitlow’s cancer is 
in remission. To read her testimony and her 
tips on what to do when a loved one has an 
illness, see the CHM May 2017 newsletter at 
chministries.org/newsletter.

Different strokes (continued from page 5)

In the emergency room they ran several 
tests and kept me overnight. In the 
meantime I called CHM to ask if my 
medical bills would be eligible for sharing. 
The staff member I spoke with was very 
kind and calmed my fears. She prayed with 
me and asked if I would like prayer from 
the rest of the CHM family.

The power of prayer and God’s healing 
hand touched me. With no residual effects, 
I was released the next afternoon after 
the doctors diagnosed my symptoms as a 
transient ischemic attack (a mini-stroke). 

Within one week I returned to normal 
activity. We celebrated our daughter’s 
marriage the following week, without 
incident!

Two months later my husband was at 
home and stepped the wrong way, hurting 
his knee. When the pain didn’t subside 
he sought the counsel of an orthopedic 
doctor. The doctor confirmed a torn 
meniscus and the need for surgery.

For both events, we followed the steps 
CHM recommends* for submitting 

medical bills and set up a payment plan 
with our providers until we received a 
check from the ministry. After roughly 
$19,000 in discounts, CHM shared more 
than $28,000. We can’t thank CHM 
members enough for their generosity 
and for the many encouraging cards and 
prayers they sent our way to get us through 
not one, but two medical events!

*Editor’s note: Please see CHM’s video on 
how to submit medical bills at chministries.
org/videos. The information is also available 
at chministries.org/stepbystep.

http://chministries.org/newsletter
http://chministries.org/stepbystep
http://chministries.org/videos
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Meet your staff (continued from page 13)

Fiorillo testimony (continued from page 6)

pregnancy complication). To add to our 
heartbreak, we learned that she had Down 
Syndrome and heart complications as well.

Siloam lived at the hospital 365 days, 
during which time she had seven major 
surgeries and numerous complications.  
A surgery at eight months old confirmed a 
five-centimeter gap from the bottom of her 
throat to the top of her stomach.

During that time, CHM members sent us 
about 100 Scripture-filled cards and letters 
of encouragement. I was amazed to think 
that complete strangers would take time to 
write to us. However, we are not strangers 
in the Lord.

Finally, on her first birthday, we were able 
to take Siloam home with us. 

Her medical bills, which totaled in the 
millions, were paid by our state’s Medicaid 
and Social Security programs. (My 
maternity bills had been shared by CHM.) 
The weight of the financial strain was lifted 
and we looked forward to the future.

We lived nearly six months with our 
daughter before she left this world on Dec. 
27, 2016 at just under 18 months old. She 
passed away due to severe brain damage 
and other complications.

We miss Siloam and will always love her, 
but we know she no longer suffers and is 
now in a better place with our Lord.

I still believe that God is good and am so 
thankful to CHM members for their help 
and encouragement. We’re very thankful 

to be a part of the CHM community of 
believers who demonstrate the love of 
Christ in such a tangible way.

*Editor’s note: Christian Healthcare 
Ministries is secondary to any other payment 
sources. For more information, see Guideline 
N.2 at chministries.org/guidelines.

Macy Hill

When 
did you 
become a 
Christian? I 
was 13 years 
old and 
attending 
Windsor in 

the Wilds summer camp in Kingfisher, 
Okla. Throughout the week, God broke 
down the wall I’d placed around my 
heart. The Holy Spirit convicted me of 
my sin, and I ran to the altar on the last 
night. I asked God for His forgiveness 
and to be my Savior.

How would you describe yourself? I’m 
an “old soul.” I enjoy antique shopping 
and vintage décor. In my opinion, the 
best items to have in a home are those 
that have character—or those that have 
a story to tell.

If you could meet anyone, who would 

it be? Queen Elizabeth II. She grew up 
not knowing that one day she would be 
queen, yet this burden was placed upon 
her and she has ruled with grace and 
dignity. I’d like to ask her what she has 
learned since her coronation.

Name some of your hobbies. I 
enjoy anything creative including 
painting portraits, sketching flowers or 
decorating my home. During the times 
I feel overwhelmed, I enjoy walking in 
the park. My husband and I also like to 
collect and play retro video games.

What about CHM do you enjoy 
most? I’ve never had a job in which 
I’d leave at the end of the day 
knowing that I made a difference in 
someone’s life. I can say that I do feel 
that way since joining CHM’s staff. 
It’s wonderful to know I’m helping 
people through some of their darkest 
moments. It’s a tremendous blessing.

CHM now on 
Instagram
For some instant 
encouragement you 
can share with others, 
follow CHM on our 
new Instagram page! 
Visit us at instagram.
com/christianhealthcareministries. 

You can also check out CHM’s 
Facebook page at facebook.com/
christianhealthcareministries and our 
YouTube page at youtube.com/chmnews.

Alternatively, search for “Christian 
Healthcare Ministries” on Instagram, 
Facebook and YouTube for mobile.

These sites enable you to share CHM photos 
and videos—especially with friends seeking 
a healthcare cost solution—find up-to-date 
information and articles about the ministry, 
submit prayer requests, message staff 
members and more.

http://chministries.org/guidelines
http://instagram.com/christianhealthcareministries
http://facebook.com/christianhealthcareministries
http://youtube.com/chmnews
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In your own words: members tell the CHM story
Dear CHM,  
I’m sending this to bless you and thank 
you very much for the quick service and 
check you sent for my husband. He has 
recovered well from his operation. His 
legs have grown weaker with age, but the 
Lord is good and gives him strength when 
he gets up to preach the Word. What a 
blessing it is to trust God for our needs! 
You have been a great help.

God bless you all,

Abner & Anna Kauffman
Myerstown, PA

Dear CHM,  
We are so very thankful for your ministry. 
We were overwhelmed by receiving the 
check to reimburse the medical costs from 
my husband’s overnight hospital stay. 
Thank you again; you are a true blessing 
from our Lord Jesus Christ.

John & Mary West
Windsor, NY

Dear Rev. Dr. Howard Russell,  
We have been members of CHM for many 
years now and we absolutely love it. It is 
how healthcare is supposed to work—
how the Body of Christ is supposed to 
work. I find such peace, comfort, and joy 
participating in this group. Thank you for 
being such a godly leader at the helm.

In Him,

Jane & Jesse Vaughn
Deland, FL

Dear CHM,  
Becky and I have been members of CHM 
for these past three years, and what an 
incredible blessing it has been! We began 
our search for a healthcare cost solution 
and found such peace once we started 
with your ministry. Since joining with 

other believers in this ministry, we have 
submitted hospital bills from that CHM 
has taken care of in a timely and thorough 
manner. We are blessed and very thankful 
for this incredible ministry. When we 
had questions, your well-trained staff 
has not only answered our concerns, but 
also provided heartfelt assurance and 
encouragement. As we pray, we lift up 
CHM, that our wonderful Lord Jesus will 
lay His mighty hand on you!

Love & blessings,

Tom & Becky Kycek
Rochester, MN

Dear CHM, 
Thank you for all your prayers this past 
year. The children 
and I are eternally 
grateful for all your 
support. May our 
heavenly father 
richly bless you in 
the coming years.

Sincerely,

Luisa, Sonia, Sara & Jonathan Hernandez
Houston, TX

Dear CHM,  
I suddenly developed blood clots in my left 
leg. The story of the treatment I received 
and how I was at the right place at the 
right time is truly miraculous. It was a 
testimony of God’s amazing grace. My 
condition was shared with CHM members 
and we have been overwhelmed with cards 
and letters of expressions of love, concern 
and prayers—all from people we have 
never had the privilege of meeting. 

I want to thank the CHM staff and these 
amazing members for their outpouring of 
genuine, Christian love. The good news is 
that I no longer have any clots and don’t 

need medication anymore. I have been 
able to resume working out at the gym and 
even have been skiing! Thank you for your 
great ministry.

God bless you,

Jim and Mari Palmer
Niceville, FL

Dear CHM, 
I wish to express my thanks to every 
CHM member who sent cards, devotions, 
thoughts and prayers during my long 
illness and recovery. I have many 
weaknesses but my faith in the Lord has 
greatly increased. I was overwhelmed by 
the many expressions of love and support 
you gave and continue to give me.

I am doing work at our 
church that helps me grow 
in my faith. My church 
and faith family have also 
been a great help to me. My 
bills have all been shared by 
the help of CHM and the 
Brother’s Keeper program. I 
had bills totaling hundreds 

of thousands; there is no way I could have 
paid them without your support. 

As a token of my appreciation, CHM 
is being honored with the gift of a tree 
planted in one of our national forests. 
Thank you all!

In Christ and with much love,

Mary Kay Altman
Holgate, OH

Dear CHM, 
A few months ago I asked for prayer for a 
problem I was having with my right eye. 
My dad and several people I know have 
gone through macular hole surgery and I 

See “In your own words,” page 18
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ABCs of CHM (continued from page 6)

Plant sterols and stanols for cholesterol problems?

Q: I am a 67-year-old woman and 
recently had a physical (the first 

in several years). My doctor wanted 
to put me on a statin drug because of 
my cholesterol results (cholesterol 271; 
LDL 183; HDL 58; triglycerides 
150). I have always heard of 
the bad side effects of statin 
drugs, including muscle and 
liver damage, so I don’t want to 
go that route. However, I was 
wondering if Cholestoff would 
be safe to take. 

A: I don’t do product reviews,  
but high cholesterol is 

a common problem, and concerns 
regarding the safety of statins are not 
unusual. This product (Cholestoff) 
contains plant compounds (sterols and 
stanols) that are so chemically similar 

to cholesterol 
that they 
compete 
with dietary 
cholesterol 
for absorption 
into the 
bloodstream. 
This 
theoretically 
results in less 

cholesterol being absorbed, and thus 
lower blood cholesterol levels. There 
are a few studies showing this may be 
helpful. 

My advice is, if you’d like to try it, do so 
for a few months (and make this your 
only change), then have your lipid levels 
checked again to see how you personally 
respond.

If you have a health question for Dr. 
Jacobson, CHM Medical Director, please 
email it to doc@chministries.org.This 
information is not intended to replace the 
advice of your physician.

© Dr. Michael D. Jacobson. Do not reproduce this article without permission.

at $450 per month for a family of three or 
more. In addition, monthly financial gifts 
haven’t been raised in nearly 10 years.

Biblical: The ministry is founded on the 
biblical principles of Galatians 6:2 and 
John 13:34-35, as well as on the practices 
of the early Church described in Acts 2 and 
4. Similar to the way a local church takes 
an offering to support its missionaries, 
programs and pastor, CHM takes a 
monthly “offering” so believers can support 
each other during major health events.

Credible: Founded in 1981, CHM is 
the original health cost sharing ministry. 
It’s also a Better Business Bureau (BBB) 
Accredited Charity. More information is 
available at the BBB’s Wise Giving Alliance 
website (give.org) and in the November 
2016 newsletter at chministries.org/
newsletter2016.  

Dependable: In its 36-year history, CHM 
has shared more than $2.5 billion in 
members’ medical bills.

Eligible: CHM is an eligible option 
for individuals and families under the 
Affordable Care 
Act, the national 
healthcare law. To 
learn more, visit 
chministries.org/
affordablecareact. 

Faithful: Our 
mission statement 
is to glorify God, 
show Christian 
love and experience 
God’s presence as 
Christians share each 
other’s medical bills. 
CHM shares 100 percent of all medical 
bills that qualify according to the ministry 
Guidelines (chministries.org/guidelines). 

CHM membership is a testimony to the 
world of how Christians live according 
to Jesus’ words in John 13:34-35: “A new 
command I give you: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this everyone will know 

that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.”

CHM members 
show their love for 
fellow Christians by 
shouldering their 
burdens during some of 
life’s most challenging 
times: healthcare crises. 
We show our love 
for non-believers by 
sharing the Gospel.

Telling family and 
friends about the ABCs 
of CHM just may open 

the door to a conversation about the best 
Good News of all.

Editor’s note: To learn more about how 
to earn a free month of participation 
by bringing a friend to CHM, visit 
chministries.org/bringafriend.

mailto:doc@chministries.org
http://give.org
http://chministries.org/newsletter2016
http://chministries.org/affordablecareact
http://chministries.org/guidelines
http://chministries.org/bringafriend
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In your own words (continued from page 16)

was terrified I’d need it, too. So I purposed 
in my heart that no matter the outcome, 
I was going to trust Jesus and believe He 
would be with me. 

As I write this note, I’ve just come from 
an eye doctor appointment. The doc said 
that the problem has taken care of itself, 
and that I don’t need to worry about any 
further problems! I know God healed me 
and heard my prayers Thank you, CHM, 
for being there for me and praying for me. 
I’m giving God all the glory!

Sincerely,

Rene Leighty
Chesterfield, MI

Dear CHM, 
I would like to say 
thank you for your 
prayers and financial 
support during my 
fight with cancer. 
Today I am cancer-
free! The good Lord gave me the support 
of family, doctors and Christian Healthcare 
Ministries—the best combination anyone 
facing a health event could have! Thanks 
again and God bless. Keep up the good 
work.

Sincerely,

Brad Nelson
Aitkin, MN

Dear CHM, 
I received a call from a kind man at CHM, 
congratulating me on my baby’s birth. I 
felt like I’d received a message from God 
that things were going to be okay and that 
He was taking care of my family and me. 
It put my mind at ease and helped me to 
focus on caring for my baby rather than 
worrying. I was so relieved and grateful.

Sincerely,

Megan Cottrell
Grand Rapids, MI

Dear CHM, 
I was thrilled to get my first CHM check 
so I could pay off some of my medical 
bills. When I called my providers to make 
the payments, I was pleasantly surprised 
that the hospital and their doctors forgave 
the debt. The only thing left to pay was 
the radiology charges. I’m returning the 
remaining balance to you to be used for 
someone else in need. I am so blessed to 

be able to do this. God is so 
good.

Thank you,

Debra Thomas
Adams, NY

Dear CHM, 
We are so grateful to God for 
your ministry! Words cannot 
express the depth of our 
gratitude for how the Lord 

provided for our family through you.

A few years ago Mike lost his job—and 
health insurance. God led us to CHM—a 
blessing because of the low monthly 
gift amount. However, based on past 
experiences we were skeptical that we 
would receive help with an affordable out-
of-pocket cost.

Six months later, I had an unexpected trip 
to the emergency room. We received the 
bills and thought of the biblical account 
of the sun standing still in Joshua 10. We 
prayed, “Lord, we need help. Please—
somehow, some way, help us with this just 
like you allowed the sun to stand still when 
Joshua prayer.” And He worked through 
CHM. We were in awe!

We received a letter and payment from 
CHM to share the ER bills. Thank you 
for your generosity and jaw-dropping 
provision! God knew and He provided 

through CHM!

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts,

Mike & Carolyn Gross
New Berlin, WI

Dear Rev. Dr. Howard Russell, 
This is a very heartfelt thank you for 
CHM’s Gold program. It was a lifesaver 
as I went through cancer diagnosing and 
treatment. It was a true blessing to know 
I am protected not only by God’s grace 
and mercy but financially and prayerfully 
through CHM. I am glad to be a part of 
the CHM family.

God bless you,

Margaret Hand
Lockport, NY

Dear CHM Members,
In September 2016 I was diagnosed with 
B-cell lymphoma and required immediate 
intervention. After spending two weeks 
in an Ohio hospital, I was transferred to 
a hospital in Mississippi. My bills were 
well over $100,000. Many churches and 
individuals began to help when they 
learned of my situation.

We appreciate the check CHM mailed 
to share our medical bills. We aren’t sure 
how this cancer valley will be, but already, 
you’ve done more than we expected. 
Health cost sharing is truly an act of God 
and His church. Thank you for helping us.

Isaiah 40:31 “But they that wait upon the 
LORD shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint.”

Thank you for making our burden lighter,

Preacher Don & Laura Hardman
Fishersville, VA

“My bills have all been 
shared by the help of CHM 
and the Brother’s Keeper 

program. I had bills totaling 
hundreds of thousands; there 
is no way I could have paid 

them without your support.”
-Mary Kay Altman,  

Holgate, OH



Christian Healthcare Ministries (hereinafter “CHM”), a not-for-profit religious organization, is not an insurance company. No ministry operations or publications are offered through 
or operated by an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any CHM member 
chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be entirely voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you receive any 
financial gifts for medical expenses and whether CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Florida Residents: A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free, within the 
state of Florida. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State of Florida. 1-800-435-7352 Our Florida registration number is CH3543. CHM has 
not retained any professional solicitors or professional fundraising consultants and 100% of each contribution is received by our organization.

Especially for Kentucky Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by an insurance company and they are not 
offered through an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses 
to share the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you receive any gifts for medical 
expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Maryland Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance company. 
CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. No other member will be compelled to contribute toward the cost of 
your medical bills. Therefore, CHM should never be considered a substitute for an insurance policy. This activity is not regulated by the Maryland Insurance Administration, and your 
liabilities are not covered by the Maryland Life and Health Guarantee Fund. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether or not CHM continues to 
operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Oklahoma Residents: This is not an insurance policy. It is a voluntary program that is neither approved, endorsed or regulated by the Oklahoma Department of Insurance 
and the program is not guaranteed under the Oklahoma Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Association.

Especially for Pennsylvania Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 
company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share the burden of your 
medical bills will be totally voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for insurance. Whether you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses, and whether 
or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for South Dakota Residents: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s program is not an insurance contract. This plan does not fall under the jurisdiction of the South 
Dakota Division of Insurance and the plan is not covered under the South Dakota guaranty fund.

Especially for Wisconsin Residents: Attention: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 
company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share the burden of your 
medical bills is entirely voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses, and 
whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.

CHM legal notices
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Prayer requests this month: These are prayer requests only. Please send your monthly financial gift 
to the CHM office (see instructions on your yellow Member Gift Form billing statement). We invite you to send cards or 
words of encouragement to the people listed below. 
David & Heather Belshe: 8017 Moss 
Rock Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76123 David, 
a husband and father, was diagnosed with 
metastatic liver cancer.

Jerome & Mindy Charbonnaeu: PO Box 
36, Waterville, KS 66548 Jerome has had 
many life-threatening health events this year.

Darrel & Judy DeHaan: 624 Rocking 
Horse Dr, Bozeman, MT 59718 Darrel was 
diagnosed with prostate cancer.

Frank & Veta Ehrhorn: 511 Cortes, 
Aubrey, TX 76123 Frank was scheduled for 
triple bypass surgery.

Ellen Graber: 1490S 700E, Montgomery, 
IN 47558 Ellen’s husband passed away.

Max & Elizabeth Griffin: PO Box 1204, 
Rathdrum, ID 83858 Max is in a coma 
from spinal meningitis and brain swelling.

Cheryl Hedgespeth: 2863 Leafdale Rd, 
Hodgenville, KY 42748  Cheryl’s husband 
unexpectedly passed away from a brain 
aneurysm.

Rober King: 685 NE 54th Ave, Des 
Moines, IA 50313 Robert had a heart 
attack. Please keep him in prayer.

Jackie Lamphier: 681 Meadow Ln, Albert 
Lea, Mn 56007 Jackie’s husband passed 
away; please remember Jackie in prayer.

Danny Marsh: PO Box 433, Fortine, MT 
59718  Danny’s wife passed away after a 17-

day battle with cancer.

Eric & Joanne Mickley: 37 SE 8th Ave, 
Boynton, FL 33435 The Mickleys in 2013 
lost a child during birth and have been trying 
to conceive again ever since.

Terri & Marc Molvar: 10172 Clear River 
Rd, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 Marc was 
diagnosed with Stage 4 bone cancer, aseptic 
meningitis, fever and extreme memory loss.

Julie Rigby: 420 Troy Ave, Idaho Falls, ID 
83402 Juilie was diagnosed with cancer.

Teressa Schwend: 8800 Fawcett Creek Rd, 
Tillamook, OR 97141 Teressa’s husband 
passed away. Please keep the family in your 
prayers.
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The mission of Christian 
Healthcare Ministries is to glorify 

God, show Christian love, and 
experience God’s presence as 
Christians share each other’s 

medical bills.
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