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At Christian Healthcare 
Ministries there are no contracts 
between the ministry and you, 
our members. 

That’s a fact we make clear 
before and after someone joins 
the ministry. If our relationship 
with 
you was 
contractual, 
CHM 
would be 
a business 
and you 
would 
be our 
customers. 
That’s not what you are, and 
that’s not what we are. CHM 
is a ministry and you are the 
members who support each 
other financially and spiritually.  

A contract contains precise legal 
language to protect the party of 
the first part from the party of 
the second part—and any other 
parts—from each other. But 
again, this is a ministry, and we 
are all servants within and for 
the Body of Christ. 

That 
puts our 
relationship 
in an 
entirely 
different 
context: It’s 
a covenant 
in the 

theological sense, not a contract 
in the legal sense.

Such a covenant has its origin in 
God’s desire to have a personal 
relationship with humanity. 

That’s the purpose for our 
creation. Male and female He 
created them; if not for the 
disobedience in the Garden of 
Eden, our relationship with God 
would today be perfect. But 
with disobedience came sin and 
the separation from God that sin 
creates.

But God did not abandon 
humanity; instead, He provided 
through sacrifice the mechanism 
by which sinful humanity could 
find forgiveness and come into 
the presence of the holy God. 

Covenants are seen throughout 
the Old Testament. Whenever 
man’s sin became so great 
and his rejection of God so 
complete, God acted against 
such sin. 

See “Covenant, not contract,” page 14

Covenant giving and your end-of-year 
donations
What can $12.48 buy these 
days? A pizza? A T-shirt?

That number—$12.48—is all 
that’s needed from each CHM 
member family to share in full 
all of this month’s Prayer Page 
medical bills.  

It’s that simple.

And Prayer Page donations are 
tax-deductible.

Last year CHM members 
generously contributed 
$614,898 in direct response 
to our request for end-of-year 
donations. As always, 100 

percent went to your brothers 
and sisters in Christ named on 
the Prayer Page, which appears 
in this and every monthly 
newsletter issue. 

Total 2016 Prayer Page 
donations were over $3.8 
million. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you.

This type of generous giving 
can perhaps best be described 
by a simple phrase: CHM 
members are in a covenant, not 
contractual, relationship.

If you sign a contract for 
something—a real estate 

document, a lease agreement, a 
purchase order or an insurance 
policy—you are legally bound 
by that contract and what it 
stipulates for all parties.

Giving through CHM, however, 
See “Covenant giving,” page 14
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See “Roberson testimony,” page 15

Young family finds silver lining while facing cancer, 
disability Members see nearly $170,000 in medical bills shared
By Rebecca Roberson, Harmony, Fla.
Prior to joining CHM our family had 
never been sick other than the occasional 
cold or flu. My husband, Jason, is self-
employed and the only time we had major 
medical costs was for the births of our 
two sons, Lane and Jack—and those we 
paid out of pocket since I used a midwife’s 
services.

In 2014 my good friend, 
Courtney, encouraged us 
to join CHM. “You’ll be 
blessed,” she said.

I’ll never forget her words 
because they came true 
more quickly than we 

ever expected.

In summer 2015 Jason began 
experiencing severe pain in his 
left leg; we could see a knot in 
his shin. The week after he went 
to see the doctor—and while 

awaiting scan 
and blood work 
results—he broke his leg.

At the emergency room, 
doctors confirmed the 
unthinkable: Jason had a 
large tumor that we later 
learned was a rare type of 
bone cancer. Even worse, 

he had to stay in 
the hospital for 
a week while we 
made treatment 
arrangements 
with a reputable 
cancer center 
two hours away.

I was an emotional wreck; it was one of the 
scariest and darkest weeks of my life. The 
doctors at the first hospital had told Jason, 
an avid surfer, that part of his leg would 
have to be amputated. Also, the word 
“cancer” brought back painful memories 
of losing my 33-year-old sister to breast 

Joining at just the right time: CHM helps young 
member with surgery costs  By Sven and Angie Holt, Glendale, Ariz.
My husband, Sven, and I haven’t had 
health insurance for several years due to 
our employment situation. We heard about 
CHM and liked the concept of helping 
fellow believers, the ministry’s financial 
accountability and the low 
cost.

Soon after joining in Jan. 
2017 we learned the wisdom 
of our decision when our 
16-year-old son was injured 
during a ski trip with some 
families from our church 
several hours away.

On Feb. 2, Nathan called 
me to say that he’d fallen 
and hurt himself. Thankfully, after an 
emergency room visit his condition was 
stable and we had a little time to figure out 

what should be done. 

My first call was to our local chiropractor 
for advice; my second call was to CHM.

Nathan had a fractured 
collarbone and underwent 
surgery the following 
week. His bills were about 
$40,000.

At first I was concerned 
about which hospital we 
should use, but as CHM 
members we were able to 
choose the one that offered 
the best self-pay discount. 
We really appreciated the 

flexibility and even obtained discounts 
exceeding our Bronze program Personal 
Responsibility* amount, which drastically 

reduced our out-of-pocket costs.

Nathan healed quickly and today is doing 
very well! He didn’t even need any physical 
therapy.

We’re grateful that CHM was able to help 
us so soon after joining. God used the 
ministry to teach us that He is able and 
willing to provide and that His people are 
meant to take care of each other. It has 
been an amazing experience.

*Editor’s note: Discounts that you help 
obtain on your eligible medical bills are 
applied toward your Personal Responsibility 
amount (Silver: $1,000 per incident; Bronze: 
$5,000 per incident). This feature is unique 
to CHM. To learn more, see Guideline G at 
chministries.org/guidelines.

“Doctors confirmed the 
unthinkable: Jason had a 
large tumor that we later 
learned was a rare type of 
bone cancer...it was one 

of the scariest and darkest 
weeks of my life.”

http://chministries.org/guidelines
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Medical Director

Christian Healthcare
Ministries
127 Hazelwood Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 330-848-1511
Fax: 330-848-4322

Email: 
doc@chministries.org
(Please allow one 
to two weeks for a 
response. This service 
isn’t intended for acute 
problems or to replace 
the advice of your 
physician.)

Health education 
resources at:
chministries.org/
healthinfo

Dr. Michael 
Jacobson, D.O.

The Cleaving Diet (part 3)

Healthwatch - promoting biblical health and wellness by Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.

Editor’s note: Parts 1 and 2 of 
this article, describing a CHM 
member’s longtime struggle with 
his weight, appeared in the 
CHM October and November 
issues, available at chministries.
org/newsletter. Dr. Jacobson 
describes why he’s including 
an article written by a CHM 
member: “In over 22 years with 
CHM, this is the only time I’ve 
posted a full column by one 
of our members. I’m doing so 
because I particularly appreciate 
how this member 
allowed God to use 
a physical problem 
to direct him to 
spiritual truths—
and experienced 
both physical and 
spiritual success as a 
result. Enjoy!” –Dr. 
Jacobson 

The Cleaving Diet (part 3)

“But we’re retired and enjoy 
dining out.”

Despite this initial protest, the 
Holy Spirit has shown us how 
to share a meal at a restaurant, 
where the expectation is that 
each person will order a meal. 
Instead, we simply order a 
second meal “to go” and request 
a second plate to share the first 
meal. We eat the “to go” meal 
for supper the next day. Not 
only does that save us money, it 
means a single night out at the 
restaurant becomes two days of a 
break from cooking supper. 

Following the Lord’s instructions 
has us feeling spiritually and 

emotionally stronger than we 
have been in years. Unlike with 
“deprivation” diets, we don’t 
feel deprived at all. For those 
who believe in the Word of God 
(Who makes all things for our 
use and pleasure), deprivation 
diets—whether low-calorie or 
low-carb—are rooted in the 
wisdom of men, which Scripture 
says is of no value to control 
the desires of the flesh. This is a 
biblical truth that, in my life at 
least, has been proven time and 

time again 
by countless 
failed diets. 

If you have 
died with 
Christ to the 
world’s way of 
doing things, 
why do you 

let others tell you how to live? It’s 
as though you were still under the 
world’s influence. People will tell 
you, “Don’t handle this! Don’t taste 
or touch that!” All of these things 
deal with objects that are only used 
up anyway. These things look like 
wisdom with their self-imposed 
worship, false 
humility, 
and harsh 
treatment 
of the body. 
But they have 
no value for 
holding back 
the constant 
desires of your 
corrupt nature.
 –Colossians 2:20-23

Only by cleaving to the Lord 
and to my wife can my spiritual 

and emotional hunger be satisfied 
and the desires of my flesh kept 
in check. By taking our time to 
eat, making fellowship with the 
Lord and each other our focus, 
we’re satisfied even when leaving 
food on the plate. It’s paying off 
at the weigh scale too, to the tune 
of a combined 90 pound weight 
loss over the 11 months we’ve 
been eating this way. By cleaving 
to each other and the Lord, our 
marriage is better than it ever has 
been and we are overcoming our 
common enemy of over 40 years. 
Praise God and His Son, our 
victory! 

Dr. Jacobson’s comments 

I want to drive home a few 
points that I think are most 
significant from this article 
series. First, I appreciated how 
Mr. Helser recognized that his 
physical problem, obesity, was 
ineffectively addressed by a 
purely physical solution (diet). 
Instead, he sought and found 
a “total person solution,” that 
began with a biblical principle.

Modern 
medicine 
emphasizes 
physical 
issues as 
the cause 
of disease, 
even when 
there 
clearly are 

behavioral, psychological and 
even spiritual manifestations. 
This seems to be especially 

By Jack Helser, Sequim, Wash.

See “The Cleaving Diet,” page 17

“Only by cleaving to 
the Lord and to my wife 

can my spiritual and 
emotional hunger be 

satisfied and the desires of 
my flesh kept in check.”

http://chministries.org/newsletter
mailto:doc@chministries.org
http://chministries.org/healthinfo
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Members see over $200,000 in medical bills met 
through discounts, CHM’s pre-existing programs
By Rick Ferrari, Crosby, Minn.; and Sherry Hatcher, Cedar Hill, Texas
Rick Ferrari

In 2015 I closed my business after 35 
years of operation. For all those years I 
had worked 11-to-12-hour 
days, seven days per week 
to support my family. I’d 
only missed one day due to 
illness.

A friend introduced me 
to Christian Healthcare 
Ministries, and I admit 
that at first I was skeptical. 
How does CHM offer its 
programs at such a low cost? 
I wondered. A small voice in my head 
whispered that it was too good to be true.

I read all of the information I could find 
about it and came to the conclusion that 
CHM is based on sound biblical and 
business principles. My wife, Mary, and 
I joined the Gold program and Brother’s 
Keeper in Jan. 2016.

That October I started experiencing 
symptoms that felt like gas building up 
and pushing on my diaphragm. The pain 
subsided whenever I cooled myself off or 
went for a walk. But the aching always 
returned. On Friday morning, Oct. 28, I’d 
had enough and decided that if the pains 
got worse by Monday, I’d go see my doctor.

At 1:30 a.m. that Monday, I awoke to 
intense pain that walking around the house 
for an hour didn’t diminish. I woke Mary 
and told her I was going to the emergency 
room two blocks away.

After just 15 minutes the on-call physician 
told me I was having a heart attack and 
that a helicopter was already on its way 
to transfer me to a larger hospital. I 

questioned whether he was sure because 
to me it just felt like painful gas. He said 
the EKG (electrocardiogram) showed a 
heart attack and the larger hospital’s staff 

concurred.

In the next 24 hours 
I had three stents 
inserted in arteries 
that were 90 to 100 
percent blocked. 
Incredibly, I was 
discharged from the 
hospital after just two 
days.

When I got home the hospital bill of over 
$130,000 was already in my mailbox. 
I wasn’t panicking, but I was definitely 
concerned. High blood pressure I’d 
experienced before joining CHM meant 
my heart condition was pre-existing. A staff 
member told me there were sharing limits 
(under the Gold program) for 
pre-existing conditions, but that 
the remaining amount would 
appear on the newsletter’s Prayer 
Page and other members could 
make donations to help me pay 
my bills.

It was fairly simple to submit the 
medical bills to CHM. At first I 
was uneasy asking my healthcare 
providers for discounts, but a little 
practice made it easier and I learned that 
discounting is common in the healthcare 
industry.

I incurred a total of nearly $223,000 in 
bills and received more than $84,000 
in discounts. At the time of this writing 
CHM members have shared over $93,000 
of my remaining expenses and I continue 
each month to receive a check reflecting 

their Prayer Page donations.

I feel very grateful and blessed to have been 
given a second chance at life. My health 
event caused me to realize that I have fewer 
days in front of me than behind me, and as 
a result Mary and I now both have—and 
highly recommend—healthcare directives 
(living will, healthcare power of attorney, 
etc.). These forms are especially helpful for 
the spouse of a patient undergoing a serious 
health crisis.

I want to thank the CHM staff for making 
us feel like part of a family every time we 
called or emailed questions. I especially 
thank you, CHM members, for your 
donations and prayers. Hopefully I can 
someday be on the “other side” by helping 
others in their time of need. There’s no 
doubt in my mind that CHM is guided by 
God’s divine power and mercy.

Sherry Hatcher

I joined CHM in 2014 
and was familiar with 
the ministry because my 
parents were members for 
seven years.

I have congenital 
and degenerative 
spine conditions and 

experienced varying degrees of success with 
minimally invasive treatment. One day in 
2015 I was rearranging furniture and felt 
pain that made it impossible to stand up 
straight or walk comfortably.

My doctor recommended epidural steroid 
injections. The CHM staff helped with my 
questions about submitting the resulting 

See “Pre-existing testimonies,” page 10



Christian Healthcare Ministries  •  December 20176

V S A V I O R I S S T A B L E

D X U B E T H L E H E M M N X

G F R A N K I N C E N S E A S

J O H N T H E B A P T I S T W

U K E V Z Z T W U H H X S I A

D W R L O R D D G E O J I V D

A I O L E A N N A R L G A I D

H S D G M N I C B D Y K H T L

S R N I Y G C B R S W T I Y I

N A Z A R E T H I I V S E N N

M E A Y R L A C E M G B L P G

L L E L H W Q P L E Q O D I W

A L W M E G Y P T O S Y L L U

J S Z W D D I V I N E M G D J

C A E S A R A U G U S T U S Q

! God promised this man that he wouldn’t die until He 
saw the Christ.

@ This prophetess served God in the temple day 
and night, speaking of Jesus to all that looked for 
redemption.

# Which angel told Mary that she would give birth to the 
baby Jesus?

$ What baby leaped in his mother’s womb when he heard 
the sound of Mary’s voice (3 words)?

% Where was Jesus born?

^ Jesus was born in a ________.

& Who was king of Judea when Jesus was born?

* Who was the Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth?

( Before whom did a multitude of angels appear  
praising God?

BL What three gifts did the wise men give to baby Jesus?

BM After the wise men left Bethlehem, an angel told Joseph 
to take Mary and Jesus to _______.

BN Jesus grew up in what city?

How much do 
you know?

ANGEL

BOY

DIVINE

HOLY

ISRAEL

JUDAH

KING

LORD

MANGER

MESSIAH

NATIVITY

SAVIOR

SWADDLING

Answer the questions below to find words hidden in the Christmas-themed word search. Search left 
to right, down and diagonally. Answers to the trivia questions can be found to the left. For more fun, 
bonus Christmas words are listed below and hidden in the puzzle. This activity is for your enjoyment; 
please do not return your completed puzzle to the CHM. 

! SIMEON

@ ANNA

# GABRIEL

$  JOHN THE 

BAPTIST

% BETHLEHEM

^ STABLE

& HEROD

*  CAESAR 

AUGUSTUS

( SHEPHERDS

BL  GOLD 

FRANKINCENSE 

MYRRH

BM EGYPT

BN NAZARETH

Answers:

Other words to find:



Christian Healthcare Ministries

Prayer PageAll the believers were one in heart and mind. No 
one claimed that any of his possessions was his 

own, but they shared everything they had...There 
were no needy persons among them. Acts 4:32, 34a

December 2017

Christian Healthcare 
Ministries 

Prayer Page

127 Hazelwood Ave
Attn: Prayer Page

Barberton, OH 44203
Phone: 330-848-1511

chministries.org
E-mail: prayerpage@

chministries.org

What is the 
Prayer Page?

The Prayer Page is an 
additional means by 
which CHM members 
help other Christians.

The medical needs 
listed on these pages 
are ongoing bills from 
pre-existing conditions, 
which do not qualify 
for sharing through 
the regular CHM 
program. Giving to 
needs listed on these 
pages is not your 
CHM monthly gift. 
It is an opportunity 
to give over and above 
your gift amount. 
(Contributions to 
the Prayer Page are 
tax-deductible, unlike 
your regular monthly 
financial gifts.) We 
urge you to send cards 
of encouragement even 
if you are unable to 
contribute financially.

Guidelines Z and AA 
(chministries.org/
guidelines) contain 
complete information.
See the sidebars on 
pages 8-9 for more info
on how to give.

7

Continued on page 8

Prayer Page Giving

Each need would be met in full if each 
member family contributed 

$12.48 this month or $4.16 for the next 
three months.

These amounts are suggestions; please 
consider giving today.

Prayer Page total needs 
remaining this month: 
$1,808,048

Please do not send financial gifts 
directly to the people listed below. 
Giving should be sent via the 
CHM office (see page 8 sidebar). 
Addresses are provided below if 
you wish to send cards, letters or 
emails of encouragement.

1. Deborah Anderson: 3871 N
Esquire Pl., Indianapolis, IN
46226 Condition: diabetes.
Total bills: $11,809. Donations:
$7,652. Remaining: $4,157.

2. Donald Anderson: 722
Hillwood Blvd., Nashville, TN
37205  Condition: degenerative
cornea disease. Total bills:
$3,500.

3. Leslie Ayres: 10607 W Deanne
Dr., Sun City, AZ 85351
Condition: heart attack. Total
bills: $23,249. Donations:
$15,887. Remaining: $7,362.

4. Philip Baker: 1331 Pleasant
Hill Rd., Fleetwood, PA 19522
Condition: nasal polyp removal.
Total bills: $13,002. Donations:
$5,601. Add-on bills: $604.
Remaining: $8,005.

5. Lori Bartel: 1763 E Menlo St.,
Mesa, AZ 85203 Condition:
Allergic reaction. Total bills:
$5,820. Donations: $892.
Remaining: $4,928.

6. Kenneth Baugh: PO Box
853, Hot Springs, VA 24445
Condition: herniated disc. Total
bills: $22,784.

7. Dale Beidleman: 18510
Waco St., Anoka, MN 55303
(dalebbei@hotmail.com)
Condition: knee surgery. Total
bills: $43,718. Donations:
$6,703. Discounts: $792.
Remaining: $36,223.

8. Addi Bennett: PO Box 374,
Kersey, CO 80644 (msb332@
yahoo.com) Condition: heart
ablation. Total bills: $12,321.
Donations: $61,815. Add-on
bills: $58,797. Remaining:
$9,303.

9. Robert Bentley: 13502
Gainesway Dr., Cypress, TX
77429 (bben214@sbcglobal.
net) Condition: ankle
replacement. Total bills: $6,348.
Donations: $4,605. Add-on
bills: $1,342. Remaining:
$3,085.

10. Timm Bierman: N76W24839
Ridgefield Dr., Sussex,
WI 53089 Condition: hip
replacement. Total bills: $5,817.

11. Randal Bland: 3540 S 251
Rd., El Dorado Springs, MO
64744 Condition: osteoarthritis.
Total bills: $30,506. Donations:

$25,658. 
Remaining: $4,848.
12. Destaney
Bohlender:
19461 CR 46,
Lasalle, CO 80645
(destaney13@gmail.
com) Condition:
hip surgery. Total
bills: $45,649.
Donations: $13,023.
Add-on bills:
$3,066. Remaining:
$35,692.
13. Thomas Bolyard:

2646 Farmlake Lane, Fort 
Mill, SC 29708 Condition: 
diabetes/foot surgery. Total bills: 
$46,473. Donations: $25,058. 
Remaining: $21,415. 

14. Lynette Boyer: 135 Wynshire
Ln., Red Lion, PA 17356
Condition: disc surgery
complications caused cardiac
arrest. Total bills: $64,729.
Donations: $9,954. Remaining:
$54,775.

15. Betty Brandenberger:
22505 Ward Rd., Woodburn,
IN 46797 Condition: hip
replacement. Total bills:
$20,630. Donations: $13,129.
Remaining: $7,501

16. Beau & Lee Brown: 6415
Joliet Ave., Lubbock, TX
79413 (brown_beau@hotmail.
com) Condition: The Browns’
young daughter, Claire, suffered
from a brain dural ateriovenous
fistula (abnormal connection
between an artery and a vein).
Total bills: $7,665. Donations:
$11,664. Add-on bills: $17,716.
Remaining: $13,717.

17. Laurie Brown: 15070 Mt.
Eaton St. SW, Navarre, OH
44662 Condition: heart bypass/
valve repair. Total bills: $4,852.
Donations: $34,335. Add-on
bills: $51,307. Remaining:
$21,824.

18. Tami Brown: 1325
Cobblestone Rd. N., Champlin,
MN 55316 Condition:
osteoarthritis. Total bills:
$15,622. Donations: $2,395.
Remaining: $13,227.

19. Kathleen Brubaker: 110079
SE 50th Ave., Sawyer, KS 67134
Condition: granulomatosis
(inflammation disorder). Total
bills: $6,594. Donations:
$4,569. Remaining: $2,025.

http://chministries.org/guidelines
http://chministries.org
mailto:prayerpage@chministries.org
mailto:dalebbei@hotmail.com
mailto:msb332@yahoo.com
mailto:msb332@yahoo.com
mailto:bben214@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bben214@sbcglobal.net
mailto:destaney13@gmail.com
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mailto:brown_beau@hotmail.com
mailto:brown_beau@hotmail.com
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Who can give?

All readers are invited 
to give to Prayer Page 
needs (above regular 
monthly gifts) as they 
feel led.

All giving is voluntary; 
there is no obligation 
to give to Prayer Page 
needs to remain a 
CHM member.

How much 
should I give?

Give as much as you 
feel led to give. 

See the “Prayer Page 
Giving” box on page 7 
for suggestions.

How do I 
send my gift?

You can send financial 
gifts for the Prayer 
Page directly to the 
CHM office. The 
advantages of sending 
donations in this 
manner are that they 
are tax-deductible and 
the paying down of 
medical bills is tracked 
without additional 
reporting burdens on 
Prayer Page recipients.  

Please make your 
check out to CHM 
and write “Prayer 
Page” on the memo 
line. If you would like 
to specify a recipient, 
please also write their 
name on your check. 
Prayer Page needs are 
shared until they are 
paid in full (as long

 
Continued on the page 

9 sidebar

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise hi

20. Scott Bruns: 1009 Martin 
Rd., Wheelersburg, OH 
45694 (scott@sciotohills.com) 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $39,084. Donations: 
$10,877. Add-on bills: $3,483.
Remaining: $31,690.

21. Phyllis Bumgarner: 3995 N 
Williams Pl., Springfield, MO 
65803 (phyllisbum@gmail.
com) Condition: pelvic prolapse. 
Total bills: $6,178. Donations: 
$972. Remaining: $5,206.

22. Mitchell & Amanda 
Chaplin: 737 Cleveland St., 
Apt. 4, Idaho Falls, ID 83401 
(mitchamandachaplin@gmail.
com) Condition: The Chaplins’ 
young daughter, Amy, underwent 
hernia repair surgery. Total bills: 
$7,454. Donations: $1,143. 
Remaining: $6,311. 

23. Michelle Clamser: 5402 
College Dr. #154, Graceville, 
FL 32440 Condition: cyst 
removal. Total bills: $5,076. 
Donations: $778. Remaining: 
$4,298. 

24. Aubrey Coffey: 17 Floyd 
Ave., Poquoson, VA 23662 
Condition: arthritis/knee 
surgery. Total bills: $6,150. 
Donations: $2,689. Remaining: 
$3,461.

25. Byron Compton: 123 W. 
Pecan, La Grange, TX 78945  
Condition: blood clots and heart 
condition. Total bills: $18,281. 

26. Carlton Coston: 626 
Lexington, Abilene, TX 79605 
Condition: heart ablation. Total 
bills: $49,238. Donations: 
$7,549. Remaining: $41,689.

27. Andrew Countryman: 865 
E Dade 132, Everton, MO 
65646 (elaineg2006@hotmail.
com) Condition: hernia repair. 
Total bills: $10,224. Donations: 
$1,568. Remaining: $8,656.

28. Valerie Craft: 116 Gregory 
Rd., Conroe, TX 77304 
Condition: cerebral aneurysm. 
Total bills: $39,651. Donations: 
$38,585. Add-on bills: $2,078. 

Remaining: $3,144. 
29. Martin Dale: 20802 Louetta 

Oak Dr., Spring, TX 77388 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $668. Donations: 
$2,917. Add-on bills: $5,641. 
Remaining: $3,392.

30. Vicki Daniels: 19211 
328th Ave., Isle, MN 56342 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $20,218. Donations: 
$17,415. Discounts: $52. Add-
on bills: $7,559. Remaining: 
$10,311.

31. Patrice Davis: 15 Rotherdale 
Rd., Brewer, ME 04412 
Condition: breast cancer. Total 
bills: $9,422. Donations: 
$9,096. Discounts: $5,000. 
Add-on bills: $8,686. 
Remaining: $4,012.

32. Doris Duncan: 5026 Mayfair 
Rd., North Canton, OH 44720 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $32,596. Donations: 
$28,562. Remaining: $4,034.

33. Merle Eberly: 1328 Oaklyn 
Dr., Narvon, PA 17555 
Condition: rotator cuff injury. 
Total bills: $9,136. Donations: 
$1,401. Add-on bills: $255. 
Remaining: $7,990.

34. Sam Emmerling: 1613 
Northline, North Little 
Rock, AR 72116 Condition: 
spinal stenosis. Total bills: 
$28,277. Donations: $18,244. 
Remaining: $10,033. 

35. Julia Ensz: 5523 W County 
Rd. 11 N, Center, CO 81125 
(renns@ymail.com) Condition: 
back surgery and complications. 
Total bills: $11,862. Donations: 
$1,819. Add-on bills: $219. 
Remaining: $10,262.

36. Donald Fannin: 624 Grand 
Ridge Dr., Howard, OH 43028 
Condition: hip and leg pain. 
Total bills: $7,238. Donations: 
$1,110. Discounts: $824. 
Remaining: $5,304.

37. Ricky Ferrari: 9 2nd St. 
SE, Crosby, MN 56441 
(dollyandrick@charter.net) 

Condition: heart attack. Total 
bills: $92,989. Donations: 
$67,124. Add-on bills: $22,315. 
Remaining: $48,180.

38. Tommy Fraley: 604 James, 
Sweetwater, TX 79556 
Condition: prostate cancer. 
Total bills: $7,128. Donations: 
$6,415. Add-on bills: $7,303. 
Remaining: $8,016.

39. Thomas E. Frost: 107 E 
Elm St., Thorp, WI 54771 
Condition: hernia repair. Total 
bills: $20,077. Donations: 
$3,078. Remaining: $16,998.

40. Peter Garcia: 150 Gill Ln., 
Stockbridge, GA 30281 
Condition: knee surgery. Total 
bills: $5,668. Donations: 
$2,201. Remaining: $3,467.

41. Karen Garibay: 300 Modene 
Ave., Waxahachie, TX 75165 
(hachie17@sbcglobal.net) 
Condition: heart attack/
triple bypass surgery. Total 
bills: $141,187. Donations: 
$111,224. Discounts: $16,187. 
Remaining: $13,775.

42. Mark Gasster: 1048 
Lorraine Dr., Napa, CA 94558 
Condition: epilepsy. Total bills: 
$11,682. Donations: $62,426. 
Add-on bills: $60,178. 
Remaining: $9,434.

43. Jennifer Gerber: 2505 E 600 
N, Huntington, IN 46750 
(sgerber@edgemanufacturing.
com) Condition: hysterectomy. 
Total bills: $14,757. Donations: 
$2,262. Discounts: $45. 
Remaining: $12,450.

44. Michaela Glafke: 1311 
Richards St., Apt. B, Lafayette, 
IN 47904 Condition: 
endometriosis surgery. Total bills: 
$29,007. Donations: $11,008. 
Remaining: $17,999.

45. Natalya Goncharova: PO 
Box 4387, Spanaway, WA 
98387 (kleinrd@earthlink.
net) Condition: carotid tumor 
surgeries. Total bills: $13,749. 
Donations: $42,873. Add-on 
bills: $32,093. Remaining: 

mailto:scott@sciotohills.com
mailto:phyllisbum@gmail.com
mailto:phyllisbum@gmail.com
mailto:mitchamandachaplin@gmail.com
mailto:mitchamandachaplin@gmail.com
mailto:elaineg2006@hotmail.com
mailto:elaineg2006@hotmail.com
mailto:renns@ymail.com
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How do I use 
the online 

Giving Guide?
In the Giving Guide 
(chministries.org/
givingguide), find the 
range of membership 
numbers in which 
your number falls. 
You can send a gift to 
the need number that 
corresponds to your 
member number.

For example, if your 
number is 140000, you 
can send to need #2.

These directions are 
only suggestions; if you 
are not a CHM member 
or feel led by the Lord 
to give to a need other 
than the one suggested, 
please do so!

How do I send my gift? 
(Continued from the 
page 8 sidebar)

as there is no lapse 
in membership) and 
CHM reserves the 
right to allocate your 
gift to any Prayer Page 
recipient with eligible 
medical bills. We will 
forward any card or 
encouraging note that 
you include, or you 
can send it directly to a 
recipient. 

If you wish to donate 
to Prayer Page needs 
using your credit card 
or bank account, please 
call the CHM Member 
Assistance department 
at 330-848-1511, ext. 
5993. Donations can 
be made online via the 
CHM Member Portal 
at chministries.org/
members.
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$2,969.
46. Alexander & Yelena Gorash: 

2703 112th Ave E., Edgewood, 
WA 98372 Condition: The 
Gorashes’ teenage daughter, 
Deanna, had breathing problems 
and underwent nasal surgery. 
Total bills: $10,821. Donations: 
$6,693. Remaining: $4,128.

47. Beth Grimm: 428 E. Orange 
St., Lancaster, PA 17602 
(bethgrimm428@gmail.com)  
Condition: herniated disc. Total 
bills: $15,872. Donations: 
$38,603. Add-on bills: 
$27,353. Remaining: $4,622. 

48. Larry Hackley: 763 Waugh 
Chapel Rd., Odenton, MD 
21113 (heyblue63@yahoo.
com) Condition: defibrillator 
replacement. Total bills: 
$21,188. Donations: $17,117. 
Remaining: $4,071.

49. William Hankins: PO Box 
3261, Seward, AK 99664 
(inalaska73@hotmail.com) 
Condition: knee replacement. 
Total bills: $11,699. Donations: 
$6,098. Remaining: $5,601.

50. Sherry Hatcher: 918 Bentle 
Branch Ln., Cedar Hill, TX 
75104 (shcedarhill@aol.com) 
Condition: spinal fusion surgery. 
Total bills: $61,656. Donations: 
$37,800. Remaining: $23,856. 

51. Julie Heaston: 4128 West 
300 S, Huntington, IN 46750 
Condition: bone cancer. Total 
bills: $11,582. Donations: 
$12,205. Add-on bills: $9,792. 
Remaining: $9,169.

52. Lori Holley: 621 Columbus 
Ave., Philadelphia, MS 39350  
Condition: vocal cord surgery. 
Total bills: $3,617. Donations: 
$555. Remaining: $3,062. 

53. Ernest Huhta: 19 3rd St. 
SE, Menahga, MN 56464 
(marthahuhta1@gmail.com) 
Condition: hernia/colonoscopy. 
Total bills: $3,979. Donations: 
$6,136. Add-on bills: $7,801. 
Remaining: $5,643.

54. Barbara Jo Jackson: 634 

East 920 North, Orem, UT 
84097 (kermjack@gmail.
com) Condition: colon cancer. 
Total bills: $14,505. Donations: 
$13,999. Add-on bills: $7,951. 
Remaining: $8,457.

55. Faith Jelle: PO Box 169, 
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039 
(twolivingbyfaith@yahoo.com) 
Condition: back pain. Total 
bills: $6,303. Donations: $966. 
Remaining: $5,337.

56. Nancy Johnson: 5540 Arnold 
Rd., Duluth, MN 55803 
Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $3,347. Donations: 
$1,439. Discounts: $154. 
Add-on bills: $518. Remaining: 
$2,272.

57. Daniel Jones: 4024 Kenwood 
Dr., Flower Mound, TX 75022 
Condition: fatty lump removal. 
Total bills: $9,258. Donations: 
$4,269. Remaining: $4,989.

58. Gilbert Kassing: 3907 
Farmingdale Dr., Arlington, 
TX 76001 (gibkassing@yahoo.
com) Condition: heart attack/
triple bypass surgery. Total bills: 
$77,722. Donations: $70,258. 
Discounts: $1,300. Remaining: 
$6,164.

59. Timothy Kennedy: 5808 
S. Bonarden Ln., Tempe, AZ 
85283 Condition: partial knee 
replacement. Total bills: $6,322. 

60. Marianne Knapp: PO Box 
267, Kaycee, WY 82639  
Condition: foot repair. Total 
bills: $5,773. 

61. Elizabeth Koehn: 29 E 
Main St., Dalton, OH 44618 
Condition: COPD/asthma. 
Total bills: $2,900. 

62. Martha Kontur: 497 S 
Hawkins Ave., Akron, OH 
44320 (kkjm10@aol.com)  
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $4,453. Donations: 
$683. Remaining: $3,770. 

63. Jeung S. Lee: 46 Freeman 
Ln., Buena Park, CA 90621 
Condition: female problems. 
Total bills: $17,347. 

64. Keng Fun Lee: 3328 
Shepperton Blvd., 
Indianapolis, IN 46228 
(pslee2@hotmail.com) 
Condition: degenerative disc 
disease. Total bills: $34,007.  
Donations: $56,923. Add-on 
bills: $31,426. Remaining: 
$8,510. 

65. Thelma Lehman: 2110 E 
Cumberland St., Lebanon, PA 
17042 (sntlehman@yahoo.
com) Condition: osteoarthritis/
hip replacement. Total bills: 
$6,044. Donations: $23,951. 
Discounts: $7,737. Add-on 
bills: $33,261. Remaining: 
$7,617.

66. Dave Lester: 5900 Hwy 67, 
#X3, Alvarado, TX 76009  
Condition: high blood pressure. 
Total bills: $2,453. Donations: 
$376. Remaining: $2,077. 

67. Dwight Martin: 1261 
Clyde School Rd., McBee, 
SC 29101 Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: 
$125,000. Donations: $64,156. 
Remaining: $60,844.

68. Glen May: 2475 490th St., 
Stacyville, IA 50476 Condition: 
back surgery. Total bills: $2,629.  
Donations: $11,160. Add-on 
bills: $26,085. Remaining: 
$17,554. 

69. Benjamin & Michelle 
McGonigle: 38626 N 19 Way, 
Phoenix, AZ 85086 Condition: 
The McGonigles’ young 
daughter, Bella, has a heart 
condition. Total bills: $4,537. 
Donations: $6,830. Add-on 
bills: $11,364. Remaining: 
$9,071. 

70. Ann McGuire: 6500 Camp 
Bowie Blvd., Ste. E, Fort 
Worth, TX 76116 (ccam369@
gmail.com) Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: $3,227. 
Donations: $21,188. Add-on 
bills: $36,209. Remaining: 
$18,248.

71. David McIntosh: 232 NW 
Continued on page 10
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Wilmington Ave., Bend, OR 97703 
Condition: heart attack. Total bills: 
$7,355. Donations: $2,038. Remaining: 
$5,317.

72. Gilbert McLeod: 3408 Van Epps SE,
Olympia, WA 98501 Condition: high
blood pressure. Total bills: $3,750.

73. Shiela Meert: 28999 Westwynd
Dr., Elkhart, IN 46516 Condition:
diverticulitis/bowel surgery. Total bills:
$9,127. Donations: $39,495. Add-on
bills: $35,174. Remaining: $4,806.

74. Marlena Merritt: 2828 Old Hickory
Blvd., Apt. 2619, Nashville, TN
37221 Condition: hysterectomy. Total
bills: $21,568. Donations: $3,307.
Remaining: $18,261.

75. Shelli Meulemans: 2175 E Hinchman
Rd., Berrien Springs, MI 49103
(nashshelli@gmail.com)  Condition:
polycystic ovarian syndrome. Total
bills: $21,560. Donations: $16,494.
Discounts: $480. Remaining: $4,586.

76. Scott Mikesell: 2202 Sequoia Dr.,

Clearwater, FL 33763 (mkmikesell@
gmail.com) Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $23,505. Donations: 
$13,710. Remaining: $9,795.

77. Gary Miles: 1440 Westview Cir.,
Lynden, WA 98264 (grmiles@comcast.
net) Condition: hip replacement. Total
bills: $32,051. Donations: $77,492.
Add-on bills: $60,941. Remaining:
$15,500.

78. Mark Miller: 15390 Louisville St NE,
Homeworth, OH 44634 Condition:
Mark’s wife, Faith, passed away after
a battle with brain cancer. Total
bills: $38,345. Donations: $60,147.
Discounts: $16,112. Add-on bills:
$55,904. Remaining: $17,990.

79. Marcia Miller: 1175 Cold Springs
Rd., Stuarts Draft, VA 24477
Condition: Crohn’s disease. Total
bills: $14,840. Donations: $12,052.
Remaining: $2,788.

80. Thomas Mills: 3425 White Oaks
Dr., Abilene, TX 79606 Condition:

myelodysplasia (blood condition). Total 
bills: $26,849. Donations: $49,770. 
Add-on bills: $66,879. Remaining: 
$43,958.

81. Mickey Mitchell: 5722 Will Wheeler
Rd., Murrayville, GA 30564 Condition:
knee replacement. Total bills: $22,151.

82. Andrew Mora: PO Box 8274, South
Lake Tahoe, CA 96158 Condition:
torn meniscus. Total bills: $11,024.
Donations: $3,075. Remaining: $7,949.

83. Kari Moreton: 213 E. 17th, Larned,
KS 67550 Condition: gastrointestinal
problems. Total bills: $6,822.

84. Joseph Mozley: PO Box 144,
Hittervale, MN 56552 (alliejo09@
gmail.com) Condition: diverticulitis.
Total bills: $4,430. Donations: $39,357.
Add-on bills: $41,653. Remaining:
$6,726.

85. Vincent Mullins: 6 Oak Bluff Dr.,
Cross Roads, TX 76227 (vince@
therapyseminarsllc.com) Condition:
sciatic nerve injury. Total bills: $39,209.

Pre-existing testimonies (continued from page 5)

medical bills and, thanks to their guidance, 
I was able to negotiate discounts on most 
of my bills.

Unfortunately, the injections provided only 
temporary relief; I underwent spinal fusion 
surgery in December 2016.

A patient advocate from my doctor’s office 
helped reduce the hospital bill 55 percent 
and CHM’s Member Advocate team did a 
superb job negotiating the surgeon’s fees. 
The total cost of my bills was $245,740 
before reductions and $111,656 after 
discounts were applied.

To date I’ve received $87,800 from CHM’s 
pre-existing condition programs: $50,000 
from the Gold level’s sharing schedule 
and $37,800 from the Prayer Page. I ask 
CHM members for their continued help in 
meeting my $23,856 in outstanding bills.

The hospital originally proposed I pay 
$3,000 per month for two years.* They 
were familiar with CHM but not with the 

Prayer Page program. After I explained how 
it works, they agreed to accept the amount 
I received each month from Prayer Page 
donations.**

During my recovery I received many cards, 
notes and encouraging emails from CHM 
members. These acts of kindness inspired 
me to do the same for other members 
facing a medical challenge. I have gained 
a greater level of empathy for others who 
find themselves in similar situations, and 
I want to “pay forward” what my family 
members, friends and fellow CHM 
members did for me.

Every CHM employee I spoke with has 
been courteous, understanding and helpful. 
I especially thank Mayly Mancari in the 
Member Advocate department and Vicki 
Benek in the Needs Processing department. 

I’m thankful for many other things: I’ve 
been able to choose my own doctors and 
course of treatment. I feel peace knowing 
I’ll be okay if a catastrophic health event 

occurs because I’m a Gold member with 
Brother’s Keeper. 

I’m thrilled to report that since my surgery 
I’ve been pain-free for the first time in 
over a decade! I have resumed all normal 
activities and have “gained” two inches in 
height.

Thank you, CHM members and staff, 
for all you contribute financially and in 
Christian love.

*Editor’s note: For suggestions on negotiating
a payment plan, see member Rhonda
Barfield’s article in the CHM October 2017
newsletter at chministries.org/newsletter.

**CHM forwards 100 percent of members’ 
extra giving to members with Prayer Page 
needs. The donations are allocated each 
month proportionately to the size of the 
remaining need.

http://www.chministries.org/downloads/newsletters/CHMOctober2017.pdf
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Continued on page 12

Donations: $18,148. Remaining: 
$21,061.

86. Robert Neal: 50100 E. Town Hall 
Rd., Frazee, MN 56544 (rgneal@wcta.
net) Condition: heart condition. Total 
bills: $59,451. Donations: $50,048. 
Discounts: $6,509. Remaining: $2,894.

87. Lynette Nelson: 18435 42nd St., New 
Germany, MN 55367 Condition: brain 
cancer. Total bills: $52,720. Donations: 
$38,266. Remaining: $14,454.

88. Randall Neubauer: 7136 Tannery Rd. 
#26, Two Rivers, WI 54241 Condition: 
spinal surgery. Total bills: $75,456. 
Donations: $66,088. Add-on bills: 
$440. Remaining: $9,808.

89. Karen O’Connor: 6247 CR 20, 
Longmont, CO 80504 Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: $6,992. 
Donations: $3,325. Remaining: $3,667.

90. Linda Overholt: PO Box 134, 
Amanda, OH 43102 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $47,065. 
Donations: $43,446. Add-on bills: 
$4,539. Remaining: $8,158.

91. Randall Overman: 8332 West 750 
South, Knightstown, IN 46148 
Condition: knee replacement. Total 
bills: $20,716. Donations: $5,686. 
Remaining: $15,030.

92. Gerry Parker: 3875 Hwy 114, Deaver, 
WY 82421 Condition: heart attack and 
surgery. Total bills: $61,860. Donations: 
$42,079. Discounts: $55,794. Add-on 
bills: $68,931. Remaining: $32,918.

93. Susan Perry: 18018 Hayes St., 
Detroit, MI 48205  Condition: lupus 
complications. Total bills: $2,552. 

94. Brenda Pruett: 830 Strout Ave., 
Albany, GA 31705  Condition: surgery 
for recurring abdominal and umbilical 
hernias. Total bills: $32,216. 

95. Robert Recker: 700 Crossbow #101, 
Green River, WY 82935 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $27,607. 
Donations: $12,908. Add-on bills: 
$1,713. Remaining: $16,412.

96. Lonnie Richardson: 5797 W. 37th St., 
Louisburg, KS 66053 Condition: colon 
removal/ileostomy. Total bills: $45,068. 
Donations: $38,129. Remaining: 
$6,939.

97. Ronald Richey: 4516 Miami Dr., 
Plano, TX 75093 (ron.richey322@

gmail.com) Condition: heart disease. 
Total bills: $23,724. Donations: $3,637. 
Remaining: $20,087.

98. Kim Riddle: 1753 Red Bird Circle, 
Concord, NC 28025 Condition: cervical 
prolapse. Total bills: $17,439. Donations: 
$9,530. Remaining: $7,909. 

99. Bruce Robinson: 3012 Marsh 
Island Dr., Myrtle Beach, SC 29579 
Condition: disease of the esophagus. 
Total bills: $12,463. Donations: $3,396. 
Discounts: $553. Remaining: $8,514.

100. Kara Robinson: 178889 N 
2910 Rd., Duncan, OK 73533 
(randyandkara@gmail.com) Condition: 
endometriosis. Total bills: $6,354. 
Donations: $2,376. Remaining: $3,978.

101. Zoila Rodriguez: PO Box 681, 
Calvert, TX 77837 Condition: asthma 
attack. Total bills: $12,084. Donations: 
$7,214. Remaining: $4,870. 

102. Julie Ruf: 10813 147th Ave., 
Bloomer, WI 54724 Condition: non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Total bills: 
$66,932. Donations: $10,277. Add-on 
bills: $8,068. Remaining: $64,723. 

103. Olga Ryzhichenko: 36110 10th 
Court St., Federal Way, WA 98023 
Condition: female condition. Total bills: 
$12,337. 

104. Jim Sauder: 1280 Fairway Dr., 
Boone, NC 28607 Condition: knee 
revision surgery. Total bills: $63,514. 
Donations: $46,707. Discounts: $3,372.  
Add-on bills: $2,169. Remaining: 
$15,604. 

105. Rita Schultz: 04502 S Rd., Ingalls, 
KS 67853 (scott.2661@gmail.com) 
Condition: female problems. Total bills: 
$5,368. Donations: $1,523. Remaining: 
$3,845.

106. Cindy Sengstock: 2704 Arbor Glen 
Dr. Apt. 105, Twinsburg, OH 44087 
Condition: ulcerative colitis. Total bills: 
$1,283. Donations: $12,169. Add-on 
bills: $14,371. Remaining: $3,485.

107. Crystal Shaffer: 979 Shade Rd., 
McAlisterville, PA 17049 Condition: 
melanoma. Total bills: $60,558. 
Donations: $55,991. Add-on bills: 
$15,783. Remaining: $20,350.

108. Rhonda Shearer: 70 Clay Manor 
Ct., Springboro, OH 45066 Condition: 
achalasia (esophagus disease). Total 

bills: $12,845. Donations: $45,030. 
Discounts: $5,869. Add-on bills: 
$40,993. Remaining: $2,939.

109. Gerald Sheridan: 1415 Cobb Ranch 
Rd., Paris, TX 75462 Condition: spinal 
stenosis. Total bills: $37,755. Donations: 
$34,258. Add-on bills: $5,371.
Remaining: $8,868.

110. Joan Sherwin: 149 Stormy Ridge, 
Brasstown, NC 28902 (turkeyroost55@
gmail.com) Condition: heart attack/
duodenal ulcer. Total bills: $14,457. 
Donations: $14,478. Add-on bills: 
$3,225. Remaining: $3,204.

111. John Shetler: 7910 Harrison 
Rd., Fredericksburg, OH 44627 
Condition: stents for heart condition. 
Total bills: $24,593. Donations: $6,800. 
Remaining: $17,793.

112. Sara Shirley: 409 Aspen Dr., 
Dayton, NV 89403  Condition: 
gallbladder surgery. Total bills: $3,948. 
Donations: $605. Remaining: $3,343. 

113. Eli Shrock: 24 W Coleman Rd., 
Farwell, MI 48622 Condition: heart 
condition/procedure. Total bills: $41,481. 
Donations: $26,953. Add-on bills: 
$1,069. Remaining: $15,597. 

114. Karen Shrock: 16837 N SR 1, 
Spencerville, IN 46788  Condition: 
diabetes. Total bills: $10,269. 

115. Todd Simon: PO Box 523, Brush, 
CO 80723 (toddsimon0@gmail.com)  
Condition: hip replacement. Total bills: 
$94,465. Donations: $82,385. Add-on 
bills: $49,555. Remaining: $61,635.

116. Scott Smith: 1310 James Farm Rd., 
Hickory, NC 28602 (scott.smith@
ncfbins.com) Condition: skin cancer. 
Total bills: $9,206. Donations: $1,456. 
Remaining: $7,750.

117. Jessica Stec: 571 Hollibaugh Rd., 
Marsland, NE 69354 Condition: 
Crohn’s disease. Total bills: $64,008. 
Donations: $40,403. Add-on bills: 
$1,423. Remaining: $25,028.

118. Ben Stoltzfus: 1302 Cedar Ave., East 
Earl, PA 17519 (bestoltzfus1@gmail.
com) Condition: bypass surgery. Total 
bills: $82,198. Donations: $78,021. 
Add-on bills: $1,467. Remaining: 
$5,644.

mailto:rgneal@wcta.net
mailto:rgneal@wcta.net
mailto:ron.richey322@gmail.com
mailto:ron.richey322@gmail.com
mailto:randyandkara@gmail.com
mailto:scott.2661@gmail.com
mailto:turkeyroost55@gmail.com
mailto:turkeyroost55@gmail.com
mailto:toddsimon0@gmail.com
mailto:scott.smith@ncfbins.com
mailto:scott.smith@ncfbins.com
mailto:bestoltzfus1@gmail.com
mailto:bestoltzfus1@gmail.com
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119. Pamela Strader: 105 S. Cuernavaca,
Austin, TX 78733 Condition: abdominal
aortic aneurysm. Total bills: $70,911.
Donations: $66,408. Add-on bills:
$113. Remaining: $4,616.

120. Virgil Stutzman: 59573 White
Temple Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095
(thevirg55@gmail.com) Condition:
double knee replacement. Total bills:
$27,513. Donations: $19,631.
Remaining: $7,882.

121. Kenny Sumpter: 4241 S San
Pedro Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ 85650
Condition: follow-up cancer treatment.
Total bills: $15,328. Donations: $4,222.
Remaining: $11,106.

122. Tom Allen Sutphin: 100 Hickory
Ln., Meadows of Dan, VA 24120
(gobblerslayer@wyoming.com)
Condition: deviated septum surgery.
Total bills: $8,884. Donations: $2,438.
Remaining: $6,446.

123. Jeffrey Switalski: 128 Goodman Cir.,
Concord, NC 28025 (joyswitalski@
yahoo.com) Condition: double knee
replacement. Total bills: $8,983.
Donations: $2,871. Remaining: $6,112.

124. David Tiehen: 470 Swan River
Rd., Bigfork, MT 59911 Condition:
ankle replacement. Total bills: $53,365.
Donations: $44,814. Remaining:
$8,551.

125. Jonathan & Lori Towell: 6006 78th
St., Lubbock, TX 79424 Condition:
The Towells’ daughter, Lydia, had surgery
for an eye condition (esotropia). Total
bills: $10,235. Donations: $4,346.
Remaining: $5,889.

126. Charles Tracy: 915 Swilling Rd.,
Eastanollee, GA 30538 Condition:
heart condition. Total bills: $43,084.
Donations: $26,850. Remaining:
$16,234.

127. Ruth Villarreal: 310 Turner St.,
Brush, CO 80723 Condition: knee
replacement. Total bills: $12,336.
Donations: $6,406. Add-on bills: $644.
Remaining: $6,574.

128. Doreen Wagenaar: 7616 W Rio
Rd., Lincoln, NE 68505 (doreenw1@
juno.com) Condition: osteoarthritis.
Total bills: $13,626. Donations: $4,860.
Remaining: $8,766.

129. Eva Wagler: 6957 N 550 E,

Montgomery, IN 47558 (venitarn@
yahoo.com) Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $8,788. Donations: $74,001. 
Add-on bills: $69,220. Remaining: 
$4,007.

130.William Walsh: 2687 NC Hwy., 
Lenoir, NC 28645 Condition:
heart blockages. Total bills: $14,710. 
Donations: $19,093. Add-on bills:
$21,554. Remaining: $17,171.

131.Michael Watkins: 3403 62nd
St., Lubbock, TX 79413 Condition: 
cavernous malformation (rare blood vessel 
abnormality). Total bills: $8,444. 
Donations: $3,237. Remaining: $5,207.

132.Milton Watson: 312 Brushy Creek 
Trail, Coppell, TX 75019 Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: $17,057. 
Donations: $2,615. Remaining:
$14,442.

133.Melinda Whelan: 11595 St. Rt. 88, 
Garrettsville, OH 44231 (klavon. 
melinda@gmail.com) Condition:
hip pain/surgery. Total bills: $19,249. 
Donations: $7,313. Remaining:
$11,936.

134.Brian & Julie Whittington: 541 N 
Minton Rd., Wilkesboro, NC 28697 
Condition: The Whittingtons’ young 
daughter, Ava, underwent bladder repair 
surgery. Total bills: $6,185.

135.Loyal Wiens: PO Box 20728, Mesa, 
AZ 85277 Condition: bowel obstruction. 
Total bills: $65,359. Donations:
$49,342. Remaining: $16,017.

136.Stacey Wilgocki: 32845 US Hwy 30, 
Columbus, NE 68601 Condition: 
endometriosis/female problems. Total 
bills: $11,842. Donations: $7,162. Add-
on bills: $8,394. Remaining: $13,074.

137.Merlin Wipf: 507 Illinois Ave NW, 
Huron, SD 57350 (judyjanelwipf@ 
hotmail.com) Condition: cancer. Total 
bills: $110,000. Donations: $75,452. 
Add-on bills: $211. Remaining:
$34,759.

138.Dustin Wittmer: 12501 E 1200
N, Odon, IN 47562 (thewittmers@ 
yahoo.com) Condition: disease of
the esophagus. Total bills: $2,777. 
Donations: $909. Remaining: $1,868.

139.Jerrill Wyler: 1279 SW Patricia Ave., 
Port St. Lucie, FL  34953 (jerrill@ 
live.com) Condition: heart procedure. 

Total bills: $16,326. Donations: $4,859. 
Remaining: $11,467.

140. Penelopa Yeoman: 443 Crystal
Dr., Marion, OH 43302 Condition:
knee replacement. Total bills: $16,325.
Donations: $34,855. Add-on bills:
$38,410. Remaining: $19,880.

141. Carolyn Yoder: 10725 W 250 N,
Shipshewana, IN 46565 Condition:
knee surgery. Total bills: $13,834.
Donations: $5,529. Remaining: $8,305.

142. Fannie Yoder: 5461 Lawrence 1025,
La Russell, MO 64848 Condition:
stroke. Total bills: $37,498. Donations:
$21,893. Remaining: $15,605.

143. Robert Ziglar: 325 Deerwood Dr.,
Macon, GA 31220 (ziglars7@bellsouth.
net) Condition: abdominal aortic
aneurysm repair. Total bills: $45,535.
Donations: $43,416. Add-on bills:
$12,791. Remaining: $14,910.

144. Linda Zimmerman: 237 W
Burkholder Dr., Lititz, PA 17543
Condition: knee replacement. Total
bills: $18,200. Donations: $9,348.
Remaining: $8,852.

145. Julie Zweber: 13405 Vandiver Dr.,
Oklahoma City, OK 73142 Condition:
knee replacement. Total bills: $24,090.
Donations: $9,113. Add-on bills: $626.
Remaining: $15,603.

mailto:thevirg55@gmail.com
mailto:gobblerslayer@wyoming.com
mailto:joyswitalski@yahoo.com
mailto:joyswitalski@yahoo.com
mailto:doreenw1@juno.com
mailto:doreenw1@juno.com
mailto:venitarn@yahoo.com
mailto:venitarn@yahoo.com
mailto:klavon.melinda@gmail.com
mailto:klavon.melinda@gmail.com
mailto:judyjanelwipf@hotmail.com
mailto:judyjanelwipf@hotmail.com
mailto:thewittmers@yahoo.com
mailto:thewittmers@yahoo.com
mailto:jerrill@live.com
mailto:jerrill@live.com
mailto:ziglars7@bellsouth.net
mailto:ziglars7@bellsouth.net


Christian Healthcare Ministries  •  December 2017 13

Meet your CHM staff: Christine Dietrich and Brenda 
Hedrick
Christine Dietrich and Brenda Hedrick 
joined the CHM Member Assistance 
department, making members’ requested 
account changes and answering questions 
about the ministry. 

Christine Dietrich

Where did you grow 
up? On a farm in rural 
southern Iowa.

How did you become 
a Christian? One 

night I watched the movie A Thief in the 
Night at our church. When I returned 
home, I went to bed but couldn’t fall 
asleep. All I could think about was that I 
didn’t want to go to hell, so I knelt by my 
bed and asked Jesus to forgive my sins. I’ve 
loved and served Him ever since.

What’s your favorite thing about working 
at CHM? I enjoy working alongside fellow 
believers as we share with families how 
CHM works. We get to listen to and pray 
with those who call. I’m thankful for the 
“servant’s heart” God gives each of us.

Where did you work before joining the 
CHM staff? I worked in Fairlawn as the 
Human Resources Director at Chick-fil-A 
and in customer service at the nearby Toys 
“R” Us store.

What three traits define you? Caring, 
honest and dependable.

What is the greatest challenge you’ve had 
to overcome recently? Leaving my cares 
or worries in the Lord’s hands has always 
been difficult for me; yet, God always 
comes through. When our family was 
searching for a place to live, my husband, 
Craig, and I applied for a lease at a number 
of apartment complexes but heard back 
from only two. We liked the first location 

but there were delays. The second location 
contacted us to sign papers. Thinking it 
was our only option, we agreed. The day 
before we were to sign the papers, the 
first place called and told us we could 
move in, but not for another month. 
This would leave us with one month of 
having no home. However, we prayed 
and the Lord worked out the details. We 
stayed with family during that time of 
transition. The Lord always provides what 
we need—in His time! 

Brenda Hedrick

What’s your 
favorite childhood 
memory? Riding 
bikes with my dad 
and brother.

How did you 
become a Christian? I grew up attending 
Catholic mass; however, I always felt 
like something was missing for me. Years 
later, I was a single parent of three young 
children and attended a different church 
in Medina, Ohio. The pastor spoke about 
salvation and I knew in that moment 
what I had been missing my entire life: 
Jesus living in my heart. Since that day I 
have lived for Him.

What’s your favorite Bible passage and 
why? Jeremiah 29:11 says: “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord. “Plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.” I’m grateful that our hope and 
future is secure if we trust in God. And 
our hope is eternal life with Him.

Where have you previously worked? 
Prior to CHM, I served 29 years at Sam’s 
Club, primarily at the Fairlawn, Ohio, 
location. I worked 16 of those years in 
the Human Resources department.

What’s your favorite place to spend time? 
Anywhere I’m with my family. Together, 
my husband, Neil, and I have six children.

Reminder: What you 
(don’t) need to do 
for health insurance 
open enrollment
There may naturally be questions 
about what you’re supposed to do 
during open enrollment (Nov. 1 to 
Dec. 15, 2017) under the Affordable 
Care Act to report your health cost 
support status to the 
federal government.  

Here’s the answer: 
nothing. 

Really. Nothing. 

As a member of a 
voluntary health cost 
sharing ministry you 
are only required 
to report your 
membership when you file your 
taxes, in this case, in April 2018. 
To accomplish this, most members 
will need to fill out IRS Form 8965, 
“Health Coverage Exemptions,” and 
attach it to your 1040, 1040A, or 
1040EZ.

As soon as 2017/2018 tax season 
information is made available by 
the IRS, CHM will post updated 
information on our website at 
chministries.org/taxes.

http://chministries.org/taxes
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He first made a covenant with Noah to 
never again flood the entire planet.

God made a covenant with Abraham, 
whom He called “friend,” and through this 
covenant God made Abraham the father of 
many nations and gave the land of Canaan 
to Abraham’s descendants. 

God made a covenant with the Moses and 
the Israelite nation when He gave them the 
Ten Commandments and the Law.

In the person of His son, Jesus, God 
established a single sacrifice—all for one, 
once for all. This wasn’t a contract God 
entered into with humanity. Rather, it is 
a covenant: assurance from God that we, 
His children, are able to enter into His 

presence. As we confess our sins, they are 
put as far away from His sight as the east is 
from the west. 

The blood of Christ is literal and symbolic 
in that it is literally the means by which we 
are saved; Jesus’s blood is the symbol of the 
new covenant God has created for us. 

A covenant, in the CHM sense, is between 
people with the desire to love and support 
each other. It’s a commitment that brings 
comfort to all parties.

God is in covenant with His people, and 
His people are to be in covenant with each 
other. 

That’s why we have no contracts at CHM: 

it’s a covenant between our members 
(people who give assurance that they 
are Christians living by New Testament 
principles and who voluntarily join 
together to support each other). 

Galatians 6:2 says: “Bear one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” 
(NKJV).  

They are our burdens, together. And 
together we meet them, not because of 
contracts that require it, but through a 
covenant that binds us as one in Christ. In 
this season of celebrating the birth of the 
symbol of the new covenant, Jesus, we give 
thanks to God for His provision, and for 
you.

is covenant giving. When you financially 
support your brothers and sisters in Christ 
through your voluntary donations, there 
is no contract. You are free to participate 
or not, and go above and beyond their 
expectations—and if your roles are ever 
reversed, they can do the same for you.

Here’s what some of our Prayer Page 
members have said this year about your 
giving:

At the time of this writing CHM members 
have shared over $93,000 of my remaining 
expenses and I continue each month to 
receive a check reflecting their Prayer Page 
donations…I especially thank you, CHM 
members, for your donations and prayers. 
Hopefully I can someday be on the “other 
side” by helping others in their time of need. 
–Rick Ferrari, Crosby, Minn.

We received checks—reflecting Prayer Page 
donations—that enabled us to meet our 
monthly financial obligations….We were 
often overwhelmed by the CHM staff’s 
kindness and members’ generosity in sharing 
our healthcare costs….Members have shared 

nearly $50,000, leaving about $22,000 to be 
shared via the Prayer Page. –Laurie Brown, 
Navarre, Ohio

After many prayers, my son Nathan 
underwent surgery at age 19….The kindness 
of CHM members helped me realize that I 
wasn’t alone and that God sometimes shows 
His love in unexpected ways….Since [being 
listed on the Prayer Page], CHM members 
shared nearly $69,000 and all Nathan’s bills 
have been paid! –Tamara Brower, Roswell, 
Ga.

I can attest to the Prayer Page’s effectiveness 
and what a blessing it can be. I have received 
more than $39,000 from the Prayer Page….
We have been humbled to receive; now we 
want to experience the joy of giving to others’ 
Prayer Page needs. –Shiela Meert, Elkhart, 
Ind.

To date I’ve received…$50,000 from the 
Gold level’s sharing schedule and $37,800 
from the Prayer Page….Your acts of kindness 
inspired me to do the same for other members 
facing a medical challenge…I want to “pay 
forward” what my family members, friends 

and fellow CHM members did for me. –
Sherry Hatcher, Cedar Hill, Texas

John 13:35 says “By this everyone will 
know that you are My disciples, if you love 
one another.” Covenant giving through the 
Prayer Page is a tangible, compassionate 
way to love and serve your brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

Will you make a covenant with your 
fellow believers today? If so, you can 
give to Prayer Page needs in one of the 
following three ways:

• Online via the CHM Member Portal 
(one-time donations; chministries.org/
members)

• By check: Include your donation 
along with your regular monthly 
financial gift or simply send a check to: 
Christian Healthcare Ministries, Attn: 
Gift Processing, 127 Hazelwood Ave., 
Barberton, OH 44203. Please be sure to 
write “Prayer Page” in the memo line.

• By phone (to set up recurring giving); 
call our Member Assistance department 
at 330-848-1511, ext. 5993.

Covenant, not contract (continued from page 2)

Covenant giving (continued from page 2)

http://chministries.org/members
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Roberson testimony (continued from page 3)

cancer six years earlier.

However, the entire time we were in pain 
we could also feel Jesus’s presence. He 
never abandoned us even for a moment, 
and slowly we began to see a silver lining in 
the dark clouds overhead.

One bright spot was the cancer center, 
one of the best in the southeast. Financial 
counselors offered us a 50 percent 
discount. The other hospital agreed to a 
60 percent reduction if the bill was paid in 
30 days. CHM was wonderful in working 
with us to meet the discount deadline.*

I knew everything was going to be okay 
when I saw that first check for sharing in 
the mail. It felt like a weight was lifting off 
my shoulders as I drove to the hospital to 
pay the bill in person.

Now I could focus on taking care of my 
husband, a daunting task. We were facing 
not only a cancer diagnosis, but a disability 
that caused Jason to miss a lot of work. 
A stay-at-home mom, I was suddenly 
working around-the-clock to care for my 
wheelchair-bound husband and two small 
children who at the time were two and 
seven years old.

Over the next year Jason needed four 
surgeries to reconstruct his leg. Another 
way God showed His provision was by 
sending us a doctor who did everything 
he could to save Jason’s leg; however, five 

inches of his tibia had to be removed. 
Jason was on bedrest, in a wheelchair 
or using crutches most of the following 
year. Sadly, his inability to work for long 
stretches caused financial hardship to the 
point that we lost our home. The road 
was rocky, but I felt comfort knowing that 
God was sustaining 
us and that we could 
endure any storm with 
the Lord on our side. 
The ordeal brought 
into focus what is 
most important to me: 
having my husband 
here with me and our 
boys.

Prior to the final 
surgery, Jason’s doctor 
worked with the FDA, 
the hospital and an implant manufacturer 
to have an implant made specifically for 
Jason.

Our situation improved as time brought 
healing, and Jason’s implant has worked 
extremely well. Today he has been cancer-
free for two years! We’ve had to get used 
to the fact that his leg will never be what it 
was, but we give all the glory to God that 
no evidence of disease is present.

One thing I won’t soon forget is the 
outpouring of love from CHM members 
during our journey. I could never find the 
right words to describe what it was like 

to receive your cards wishing us well and 
sending prayers and encouraging thoughts. 
In addition, each check from the ministry 
office came with a Scripture verse that 
was exactly what I needed to hear at that 
moment. I believe I cried every time I 
opened one of those heaven-sent envelopes.

God has taught me that even 
in the worst times—when 
everything seems to be going 
wrong—He loves me and 
He hears me. I felt a calm 
and peace that is not of this 
world, just knowing He is in 
control. He had taken care of 
each circumstance before we 
even knew what was coming.

I know now that switching 
to CHM soon before the 

onset of Jason’s symptoms was God’s plan 
to take care of us. After about $171,500 in 
discounts, CHM members shared nearly 
$170,000 in remaining medical bills.

I tell anyone who will listen about CHM. 
My only regret is that we didn’t join 
sooner! We have been blessed beyond 
imagination. Thank you, CHM family! We 
are forever grateful.

*Editor’s note: Please notify the CHM office 
right away if your healthcare provider sets a 
deadline for a large discount (40 percent or 
more).

“I know now that 
switching to CHM soon 

before the onset of Jason’s 
symptoms was God’s 

plan to take care of us. 
After about $171,500 in 

discounts, CHM members 
shared nearly $170,000 in 
remaining medical bills.”

In your own words: members tell the CHM story
Dear CHM,
I want to thank CHM and all the 
wonderful staff that helped my wife with 
her first submission of medical bills to 
CHM (and the Body of Christ) go so 
smoothly. You work on behalf of loving and 
caring Christians to truly fulfill Galatians 
6:2.

I inquired a final time with the hospital on 
how much her bill was and they offered 
another discount. The enclosed check 
represents one more example of how good 
our God is!

Again, thank you for all CHM has done for 
us and God bless you.

Sincerely,

Richard Johnson
Morgantown, WV

Dear CHM,
Here is extra money back since one of 
the hospitals ended up giving us a bigger 

See “In your own words,” page 16
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In your own words (continued from page 15)

discount. Thank you for helping in every 
way. It was greatly appreciated.

God bless you all,

Aaron, Leona & Avery Miller
Bristolville, OH

Dear CHM,
You all have been truly amazing the short 
time I have been with you. The cost of my 
meniscus surgery was shared beyond my 
dreams. Everyone who mentions medical 
insurance to me is promptly informed 
about this Christian-based company. You 
are truly a blessing to all. Thank you for 
your kindness! What 
the world needs is 
more generous souls 
like you. Your many 
acts of kindness have 
a way of restoring my 
faith in the human 
race.

Thank you,

Letha Stark
Bozeman, MT

Dear CHM,
I just wanted to 
let you know how 
much I appreciate your ministry. May 
the Lord continue to help and bless you. 
I’m extremely grateful for your financial 
assistance on behalf of my children’s 
medical expenses. Thank you so much.

Yours in Christ,

Margery Koveleski
Springfield, OH

Dear CHM,
Thank you for everything you have done 
for us. First I had ovarian cyst surgery. 
Then my husband had a stroke and passed 
away. With all your help, all the medical 
bills I submitted were shared. I appreciate 

how CHM helped me with the bills and 
discounts. Everyone at CHM is wonderful 
to work with. May God bless all of you.

With sincere thanks,

Patty Mangum
Round Rock, TX

Dear CHM,
I wanted to say thank you for sharing my 
medical bills following a small stroke. It 
was so nice not to worry about the bills. I 
can’t thank you enough. God Bless!

Sincerely,

Connie Scott
Monroe, LA

Dear CHM,
You’ve reflected the goodness 
of our God through your 
thoughtfulness. Thankfully 
we have not experienced 
catastrophic medical needs at 
this point, but we want to say 
thank you for a recent check we 
received. We appreciate the fact 
that as God’s family we can care 
for one another. Thank you for 
providing a very specific way 
in which to do so. May God 

continue to bless you…so that the world 
may know.

Sincerely,

Pastor Dan and Deb Morse
Moro Pit., ME

Dear CHM,
Once again, thank you. I had no idea how 
great the encouragement, help and peace of 
mind you would give my family when we 
joined CHM several years ago. We greatly 
value being linked with CHM; during two 
recent episodes, you’ve generously helped 
us. We thank God for you. May you be 
blessed for helping shoulder our burden.

Sincerely,

Jim and Julie Courson
Newburg, OR

Dear CHM,
Thank you for helping me navigate through 
my daughter’s recent ER visit. It was the 
first time something like that happened 
and CHM staff member Pat Turner was 
a wonderful guide—giving me advice on 
what to do. We very much appreciate your 
support.

Sincerely,

Jim Millican
Bedford, TX

Dear CHM,
It is with a deep sense of gratitude that 
I write this letter. As a new member 
of CHM, I am overwhelmed by the 
promptness in which your ministry 
responded to my need for financial support 
just four months after becoming a CHM 
member. Much to my surprise, three 
months ago, I was taken to the emergency 
room with acute appendicitis. 

The hospital promptly diagnosed the 
problem and the surgeon performed 
an emergency appendectomy without 
complications. I was discharged the 
same day (actually just eight hours after 
presentation to the emergency room for 
initial care). Praise the Lord!

I received the checks for the hospital and 
surgeon today and was thrilled to present 
them to the providers of my care. I am 
forever grateful to the faithfulness of 
CHM and its members for this wonderful 
provision. I praise God upon every thought 
of you.

I pray your ministry continues to be blessed 
by God and I’m thankful for the insight, 

See “In your own words,” page 18
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Health Q & A with Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.

Q: Greetings! I am wondering if you 
can help clear up some conflicting 

information I have heard regarding 
colonoscopies. 

I’m a 55-year-old male who has been 
diagnosed with high blood pressure in 
the last few years. I see my doctor once a 
year to follow up on that issue. 

When I’m in his office the doctor pushes 
pretty hard for me to get a colonoscopy. 
I have been putting it off because a 
couple of my friends have had trouble 
after undergoing the procedure. Another 
friend’s doctor told him that they’re no 
longer recommending colonoscopies 
except when they have reason to suspect 
related issues. 

It seems that I read something a while 
back in CHM’s monthly newsletter 
that suggested colonoscopies aren’t as 
strongly recommended as they used to 
be, but now I can’t find that article. 

I am interested in hearing your opinion 
on the importance of this procedure. 

Thank you for sharing your expertise! 

A: A screening colonoscopy is still 
recommended at age 50 for all men 

and women—and earlier for people 
with an elevated risk of colorectal 
(CRC) cancer. The reasons for this 
include: 

• CRC is the third leading cause of 
cancer deaths in the United States.

• CRC is silent until the late stages.
• CRC is nearly completely preventable 

if detected in the early polyp stages.

With that in mind, I had a colonoscopy 
when I turned 50 and encourage you to 
consider doing the same. If it is negative 
(normal), then the recommendation is 
to get a repeat screening 10 years later 
(which is of less proven value but still 
recommended). 

If you have a health question for Dr. 
Jacobson, CHM Medical Director, please 
email it to doc@chministries.org.This 
information is not intended to replace 
the advice of your physician.

© Dr. Michael D. Jacobson. Do not reproduce this article without permission.Do I really need a colonoscopy?

problematic when considering such mental 
health problems as depression, addiction 
disorders or overt behavioral problems, 
all of which are given diagnosis codes as 
diseases and attributed to purely physical/
neurochemical causes. 

A biblical view of man, on the other hand, 
is one that acknowledges that human 
beings are spirit, soul and body. As one 
teacher put it, we are “living spirits” housed 
temporarily within physical bodies. 

But I’m going to take this a step further. As 
Mr. Helser alludes, we are also inherently 
relational in nature. In fact, in a 2014 
presentation at the California Society of 
Addiction Medicine Board Review Course, 
a renowned addictionologist defined 
“spirituality” as how we relate to one 
another and to God. 

More recently, in a meeting with other 

addiction experts, I heard a national leader 
in brain chemistry research say “Addiction 
is a disease of relationships.” 

Why is that significant? 

Addiction involves using a physical 
substance (in this case, food) in excess 
of our body’s actual need. From my 
experience working with addicts, I’ve 
observed that substance abusers use a 
physical substance to elicit changes in brain 
chemistry in order to give them the same 
sense of satisfaction (or when it comes 
to drugs, even a euphoria or “high”) that 
God intended to occur naturally when 
relationships are in harmony with Him and 
with one another. 

In other words, addicts (of any kind) take 
a shortcut to the intensely positive feelings 
(“joy”) that God designed to occur in the 
context of right relationships. They do 

so by injecting or imbibing a chemical to 
hijack the system. The shortcut works in 
the sense that euphoria is experienced, but 
it always comes at an unintended cost: 
both physical and relational health are 
damaged, if not eventually destroyed. 

God’s kingdom principle can be 
summarized quite well by the old adage, 
“Good things come to those who wait.” 

Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: 
but he that gathereth by labour shall increase.  
–Proverbs 12:11

An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the 
beginning; but the end thereof shall not be 
blessed. –Proverbs 20:21

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, Meekness, temperance: against such 
there is no law. –Galatians 5:22-23 

The Cleaving Diet (continued from page 4)
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In your own words (continued from page 16)

wisdom and discernment of your president 
and CEO, Rev. Dr. Howard S. Russell, his 
administrative team and board of directors.

Thank you for your commitment to serving 
God and your members.

Sincerely,

Carolyn S. Diehl
Myrtle Beach, SC

Dear CHM,
My gratitude to CHM needs to be 
expressed more often!  The work your team 
is doing is truly the work of the Lord. 
Thank you and please realize the blessings 
you all are for so many people.

Mark Kehoe
Temecula, CA

Dear CHM,
I love reading the newsletter stories of 
CHM members 
helping each other. It’s 
great to belong to this 
ministry of the Body 
of Christ, the Father’s 
family. May God bless 
and sustain this work 
of sharing to His glory.

Peace be with you,

Ellen Asher
Tulsa, OK

Dear CHM,
Thank you for sharing Christ’s 
compassionate message and mission. Your 
ministry offers affordable, efficient ways to 
care for one another. CHM members uplift 
the body, mind and spirit in times of need.

With gratitude,

Angelia Porter
Fall Branch, TN
Dear CHM,

Please accept the enclosed gift from 
someone who deeply appreciates the work 
you do. I always pray that God blesses 
you and your ministry. Thanks again for 
what you did for me and my first wife of 
52 years. A Scripture I’ll pass on to those 
who need it: Behold I am the Lord the God 
of flesh, is there anything too hard for me? 
(Jeremiah 32:27).

Sincerely,

Forrest Lingenfelter
Lakeland, FL

Dear CHM,
I wish to extend a very special thank you to 
the many CHM members who sent cards 
and prayers during my illness.  They were 
a great comfort to me and helped reaffirm 
my faith in the Lord. God bless all of you. 
Special thanks also to the CHM staff for all 
their help and guidance.

In Christ,

Sheila Frymyer
New Ringgold, PA

Dear CHM,
We humbly thank the 
Lord and you for your 
much-needed help and 
reimbursement of medical 
expenses relating to my 
hospitalization this past 

March. The process initially seemed 
confusing, but I soon understood and you 
handled everything with a lot of patience. 
Your efforts are sincerely appreciated. May 
the Lord’s blessings rest on each of you.

Sincerely,

Don & Joyce Boliantz
Mansfield, OH

Dear CHM, 
It’s truly a blessing to work with Christian 
brothers and sisters. We signed up with 

much trepidation because we didn’t know 
what to expect of health cost sharing 
ministries. I have to tell you, however, that 
we now feel peace over our healthcare for 
the first time in years. Thank you and may 
God bless you!

John Silvia
Oakland, OR

Dear CHM, 
What a blessing it’s been to be CHM 
members as of the beginning of this year. 
I wish we would’ve made the switch years 
ago. I recently became pregnant and 
have been so impressed how everything 
is handled! Our first check came with a 
Scripture card that just so happens to be 
our family’s favorite verse. We love the 
friendly, family “vibe” that comes with 
being a part of CHM. As small business 
owners there aren’t adequate words to 
express my gratitude that CHM exists.

God bless you,

Abigail Metzler
Lewisburg, PA

Dear CHM family, 
Thank you all so much for your generous 
help. I appreciate all your hard work in 
putting this ministry together. Praise the 
Lord.

God’s rich blessings on you,

Ruth Wall
Burleson, TX

“Your ministry offers 
affordable, efficient ways to 

care for one another. 
CHM members uplift the 
body, mind and spirit in 

times of need.”
Angelia Porter, Fall 

Branch, TN



Christian Healthcare Ministries (hereinafter “CHM”), a not-for-profit religious organization, is not an insurance company. No ministry operations or publications are offered through 
or operated by an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any CHM member 
chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be entirely voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you receive any 
financial gifts for medical expenses and whether CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Florida Residents: A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free, within the 
state of Florida. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State of Florida. 1-800-435-7352 Our Florida registration number is CH3543. CHM has 
not retained any professional solicitors or professional fundraising consultants and 100% of each contribution is received by our organization.

Especially for Kentucky Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by an insurance company and they are not 
offered through an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses 
to share the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you receive any gifts for medical 
expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Maryland Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance company. 
CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. No other member will be compelled to contribute toward the cost of 
your medical bills. Therefore, CHM should never be considered a substitute for an insurance policy. This activity is not regulated by the Maryland Insurance Administration, and your 
liabilities are not covered by the Maryland Life and Health Guarantee Fund. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether or not CHM continues to 
operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Oklahoma Residents: This is not an insurance policy. It is a voluntary program that is neither approved, endorsed or regulated by the Oklahoma Department of Insurance 
and the program is not guaranteed under the Oklahoma Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Association.

Especially for Pennsylvania Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 
company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share the burden of your 
medical bills will be totally voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for insurance. Whether you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses, and whether 
or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for South Dakota Residents: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s program is not an insurance contract. This plan does not fall under the jurisdiction of the South 
Dakota Division of Insurance and the plan is not covered under the South Dakota guaranty fund.

Especially for Wisconsin Residents: Attention: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 
company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share the burden of your 
medical bills is entirely voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses, and 
whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.

CHM legal notices
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Prayer requests this month: These are prayer requests only. Please send your monthly financial gift 
to the CHM office (see instructions on your yellow Member Gift Form billing statement). We invite you to send cards or 
words of encouragement to the people listed below. 
Erick & Meredith Bovik: PO Box 
150129, Austin, TX 78715 Erick was 
diagnosed with esophageal cancer.

Debra Fulton: 630 East Euclid Ave, 
Waukomis, OK 73773 Debra’s husband, 
Victor, suffered complications from a hip 
replacement and passed away.

James Hooks: 4835 Royal Dornoch Cir, 
Box D5, Bradenton, FL 34211 James’s 
wife, Laverne, has been unconcious ever 
since a serious car wreck.

David & Jill Jenkins: 1731 Alverne Dr, 
Poland, OH 44514 Jill was diagnosed with 
breast cancer.

Amanda Leonard: 7626 Limber Bough, 

Humble, TX 77346 Amanda’s mother 
passed away after a simple back surgery.

Ozzy & Jenifer McDaniel: 1810 
Meadowlark Dr, Sturgis, SD 57785 The 
McDaniels have had three miscarriages. 

Wayne & Linda Schlabach: 380 Lockhart 
Ln, Auburn, KY 44206  Linda was 
diagnosed with bone cancer after falling and 
breaking a bone.

Rebecca Schwartz: PO Box 12598, 
Augusta, GA 30914 Rebecca’s 12-year-old 
grandson passed away from brain cancer.

Jill Sink: 5143 American Ave, Modesto, 
CA 95356 Jill’s husband, David, had a heart 
attack and passed away suddenly.  

Brandon & Audrey Stewart: 3724 
Wayland Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76133  
The Stewarts’ infant daughter, Cameron, 
underwent emergency brain surgery.

Marybeth Stuckey: 867 Critchfield St, 
Millersburg, OH 44654 Marybeth’s 
husband, Randall, passed away after a bad 
auto accident.

Nadene Tudon: 3015 Belvoir Dr, San 
Antonio, TX 78230 Nadene’s husband, 
Miguel, passed away unexpectedly.

Timothy Turner: 149 Woodland Dr, New 
Middletown, OH 44442  Timothy was 
diagnosed with oral cancer.
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The mission of Christian 
Healthcare Ministries is to glorify 

God, show Christian love, and 
experience God’s presence as 
Christians share each other’s 

medical bills.
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