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A Bellevue, Ohio resident, Flynn learned
firsthand that being struck by an
underinsured motorist can have severe
financial repercussions.
Driving home on a Sunday evening,
Flynn’s car was smashed by a motorist with
a history of drunk driving. The accident
left Flynn clinging to life. He had broken
teeth, a broken hand, jaw and nose; a
fractured bone above his upper teeth; and
glass throughout his left arm and the left
side of his face.
His lower lip had to be sewn back on his
face. He received multiple stitches on his
face, wiring across his teeth and a metal
plate inserted in his jaw. He also suffered a
concussion, lacerated spleen, and a bruised
kidney and lung.
Hospital, transportation (including
LifeFlight), rehabilitation, and dental bills
quickly piled up. One of the bills totaled

more than $61,000.
The bodily injury liability in the
other motorist’s auto insurance plan
was just $12,500, the State of Ohio
minimum.
Fortunately, Flynn had taken his
father’s advice and had purchased a
uninsured/underinsured motorist
rider on his auto insurance plan. His
insurance company paid the entire
amount, less $12,500.
Flynn is recovering rapidly, but
hopes other CHM members will take
his story to heart and check into their
state’s minimum for bodily injury liability;
it may be too low to offset the high cost of
medical bills if members are seriously
injured in an accident caused by an
uninsured or underinsured driver.
According to Flynn’s research, states with
the lowest minimum coverage ($10,000)
are Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and
Oklahoma. States with the highest
minimum ($50,000) are Alaska and Maine.

Flynn strongly recommends contacting
your governor’s office if your state’s
minimum amount is too low. In the
meantime, he encourages members to
purchase an uninsured or underinsured
motorist rider from their auto insurance
company.
“What recourse do safe drivers…have for
protection?” he said. “When there is an
accident someone is going to have to pick
up the cost. Under the present system, that
someone could be you or your insurance
company.”
see “Friendly reminder,” page 5

Ministry story shared with state legislators
Christian Healthcare Ministries was
introduced to some 70 state legislators and
other officials in a Dec.13 presentation at the
annual conference of the National Black

Caucus of State Legislators held in Little
Rock, Arkansas.
Rev. Howard Russell, CHM executive
director, was invited to speak to the
conference’s Health and Human Services
breakout session.

“We took more than 40 Information Packs
and ministry DVDs to the meeting, and all
of them were snapped up with requests from
legislators for more,” Russell said. “I think
they saw this type of ministry as part of the
solution to dealing with health care costs in
their respective states.”

With many states talking about the
concept of universal health coverage,
Russell was able to explain the ministry to
legislators from throughout the country as
a program that enables people to make
their own health care choices while
exercising religious freedom.

Russell was one of a four-person panel. Each
panelist made a 10-minute presentation on a
different medical issue or cost-related subject.

The response, Russell said, was
“enormously encouraging and gratifying.”

“When I shared with the legislators the
amounts of our monthly financial gifts, there

Russell received the lion’s share of the
attention in the question and answer session
that followed the presentations.

see “State legislators” page 5
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Cutting the cost is good for everyone
Cutting the cost is good for everyone.

this on May 8, 2007:

A member called me the other day to say
that as he considered the various aspects of
paying hospital and doctor bills, he just
didn’t feel comfortable asking for bill
discounts or reductions from doctors or
hospitals.

Hospitals do not charge every patient the same
price for medical care. Uninsured patients and
those who pay with their own funds are charged
2.5 times more for hospital care than those
covered by health insurance and more than 3
times the allowable amount paid by Medicare,
according to a study by Gerard F. Anderson,
Ph.D., a health economist at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health.

Once he knew the facts, it took only a few
minutes for him to change his mind.

Reverend Howard Russell
Executive Director,
Christian Healthcare Ministries

By the conclusion of our conversation, he
saw things in a much different light.

That’s why he didn’t like requesting
reductions on his medical bills. He said
that he believed when a hospital sets a
price it ought to be paid in full.

“You have helped enlighten me,” he said.
“I didn’t realize the health care industry
worked that way and I am going to change
my perspective. From now on, I will
expect the same fair treatment from
medical providers that I give my
customers.”

That’s not how the health care system
works.

That doesn’t happen to members of
Christian Healthcare Ministries.
I explained to the caller that what our
members do (and what we do on their
behalf) is negotiate with health care
providers to lower the costs charged to
CHM members.
There is no reason why our members, as
self-pay patients, should be penalized by
paying through-the-roof health care prices.
The Internet site of the Public Health
News Center of the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health said

The farther our dollars go, the faster
ministry members can be helped when
they have medical bills eligible for
sharing.
At the beginning of our conversation, my
pastor/carpenter friend did not feel that
asking for reductions was the right thing
to do.

This bi-vocational pastor started out by
saying that in his other line of work,
carpentry, he sets what he thinks is a fair
price and doesn’t appreciate it when
customers try to get him to accept less.

Insurance companies negotiate lower rates
for their policyholders. Of course, even as
insurance companies deal with health care
providers to benefit their bottom lines,
policyholders who experience expensive
illnesses run the risk of having their
policies cancelled or their monthly
premiums increased.

Reductions help stretch the dollars
voluntarily shared by Christian Healthcare
Ministries members. Hospital bill
reduction percentages routinely range
between 40 and 60 percent. We have seen
bills lowered by up to 100 percent.

The difference between CHM members
and “those who pay with their own funds”
is that health care providers are reassured
knowing that our members have an
association of thousands of Christians
standing with them to share their
medical bills.
Our members pay their bills – and this
ministry is there to help them. That’s an
enormous difference providers appreciate.
There is no reason for anyone involved in
this ministry to accept a bill from a health
care provider and pay the full price
without negotiating it down. To do
otherwise is simply to pay providers
significantly more than what seems
necessary to run their business well.

You, our members, deserve every
consideration when you go to a health care
provider. One of those considerations is
not paying one cent more than necessary,
realizing that hospitals and other providers
usually markup their prices excessively
high above their costs. (Most hospitals
markup their prices between 400 and 600
percent. A few have marked up as high as
1,000 percent).
The CHM Reductions department exists
to help you. And help you we will, in
every way possible. Use us as a resource.
Editor’s note: For questions regarding bill
reductions, contact the Reductions department at
1-800-791-6225 or e-mail
reductions@chministries.org.

Meet the Needs Processing department
The CHM Needs Processing Department
touches every member who submits bills to
the ministry. Our processing
representatives speak with hundreds of
members weekly, guiding them through
the procedure of presenting bills for
sharing to CHM members.

“Our method of sharing bills is more
effective and efficient than it has ever
been,” said supervisor Joy Spriggs, who has
worked at CHM for 14 years. “We always
look for ways to benefit our members by
streamlining the work we do.”
The Needs Processing department consists

of Spriggs, four Needs Processing
representatives, and a Member Records
clerk who maintains members’ medical
information.
Each processing representative has at least
see “Needs Processing” page 3
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Needs Processing (continued from page 2)
eight years experience handling members’
bills and is thoroughly familiar with the
CHM software, medical codes and
terminology, and working with medical
providers.
Spriggs said that the job requires certain
“soft skills” when working with members.
“When members are dealing with us it’s
because they have a medical situation,” she
said. “Our Needs Processing employees are
friendly, compassionate, and interested in
members’ lives and situations. We build
relationships with them by praying for and
encouraging them. Everything we do is to
help our members.”
She explained the bill submission and
sharing process:
1. A member submits itemized medical
bills, a letter explaining the condition, and
three forms*:
• The Needs Processing Form
summarizes personal information
(patient name, member number, address,
phone, etc.) and lists the itemized bills.
There also is space for the amount of
each bill, any reductions received, the
provider’s name, etc.
• The Pastor’s Form is signed by the
member’s pastor. It states that the
member is living according to biblical
principles and that the medical need has

been presented to the church’s
benevolence committee (if applicable).
• The Authorization for Release of
Health Information Form** allows a
CHM employee or representative to
contact health care providers or other
involved parties to receive information
applicable to charges, reductions,
payments or other patient account
activity concerning that specific medical
condition.
2. The Member Records clerk receives the
bills and forms, date-stamps each piece of
correspondence, and carefully files all
pertinent information (and subsequent
information received) into the member’s
records. The information is delivered to the
appropriate processing representative.
3. The Needs Processing representative
enters the bills into CHM software and
authorizes them according to the CHM
Guidelines. The member receives a letter of
explanation for each bill submitted and is
responsible to notify his or her
representative if any of the information
(reductions, etc.) changes before eligible
bills are shared.
4. Large bills authorized for sharing are
sent to The Karis Group, a Christian
patient advocacy group in Austin, Texas.
The Karis Group works with the CHM
Reductions department to help members

Leaden bridges falling
down

obtain bill reductions
or qualify for financial
assistance programs.
5. Before bill sharing
can occur, the
processing
representative must
make sure all figures
(charges, reductions,
ineligible amounts,
member Personal
Responsibility and
payments, etc.) are
correct in the
computer system and
member’s file. The
representative forwards
the paperwork to
Spriggs, who examines
the information for
accuracy.

The CHM Needs Processing department (L-R): Donna
Greer, Supervisor Joy Spriggs, Beth Kabellar. Seated:
Tina Farnsworth, Member Records clerk Deb Walker,
Yvonne Woolridge.

6. The medical need at this point is ready
for sharing by CHM members. Checks
leaving the CHM office are reviewed for
accuracy by Spriggs, the executive director
and chief financial officer. Each
distribution is documented in reports,
spreadsheets, and accounting software.
“This ministry exists to share members’
medical bills,” said CHM Executive
Director Howard Russell, “and our Needs
Processing department plays a pivotal role

in making the system work
smoothly, efficiently and in
the interests of our
members.”
*The three Needs Processing
forms (including an
instructional letter) are
available online at
www.chministries.org/
downloadforms.asp
**Christian Healthcare
Ministries is HIPAA compliant.

Need to contact your Needs Processing
representative?

Compiled by Dr. Michael D. Jacobson

Connecticut, Delaware, Indiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, West
Virginia

Concern about exposure to lead-based
paints is now directed toward an
unexpected source: outdoor overpasses and
bridges. New Jersey researchers
discovered some time ago that house dust
samples collected closest to open windows
in urban areas tend to have the highest
concentrations of lead.
This seemed to point to a source outside
the home, so scientists took samples from
more than 250 soil and street sites
throughout New York City.
The highest levels of lead were found
directly under elevated train trestles. Soil
samples at these locations reached several
thousand parts per million (ppm), far
exceeding the federal limit of 400 ppm.
Lead concentrations dropped dramatically
to near acceptable levels just a few blocks

Region 1: Donna Greer, ext. 8088 (dgreer@chministries.org)

Region 2: Beth Kabellar, ext. 8086 (bkabellar@chministries.org)
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska,
Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington,
Wyoming

away. Other high
concentration places
included paint peeling
from overpasses. However,
one of five samples taken
from sites where there was
no obvious source still
exceeded the federal limit.
Inside the house, the
see “Leaden bridges” page 4

Region 3: Yvonne Woolridge, ext.
6104 (ywoolridge@chministries.org)
Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Minnesota, Missouri, Oklahoma, Virginia,
Wisconsin

Region 4: Tina Farnsworth, ext.
8087 (tfarnsworth@chministries.org)
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee
Needs Processing representative Tina Farnsworth
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BIBLICAL HEALTH AND WELLNESS by dr. michael jacobson, d.o.
A LOOKHEALTHWATCH
INSIDE MY HEART
by howard russell

Spouse’s ills can kill

Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.
Medical consultant
Christian Healthcare
Ministries
127 Hazelwood Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203
Phone: 800-791-6225
Fax: 330-848-4322
E-mail: doc@chministries.org
Health education resources at:
www.chministries.org/
healthinformation.asp

Illness or death of a spouse substantially
raises the risk of the husband or wife
dying soon thereafter, according to a
Harvard Medical School and University of
Pennsylvania research study.

1. Plan for the inevitable. We’re all
mortal. I am amazed at how often many
elderly people refuse to allow themselves
to consider the reality that their family
member will someday die.

Hospital and death records from 1993 to
2002 were studied from more than
518,000 married couples between the ages
of 65 and 98 enrolled in Medicare. This is
the largest study to quantify the effects of
a spouse’s hospitalization or illness on the
surviving partner. Approximately threefourths of the husbands and two-thirds of
the wives were hospitalized during the
study period.

As I heard in a message preached by Max
Lucado, these folks never develop an “exit
strategy.” That might be understandable if
one held to certain religious beliefs such as
Daoism, which
teaches that
people can be
immortal if a
particular diet
and therapeutic
lifestyle is
followed. It is
amazing to me
that, after
thousands of years
of more than
99.99 percent of
humanity
experiencing
death (Elijah and
Enoch are the
only exceptions),
people can still believe in such
immortality. The Bible teaches us in
Hebrews 9:27 that, “It is appointed unto
men once to die, and after this the
judgment.”

The study found that the spouse of a
hospitalized partner is at a substantially
higher risk of death in the first several
weeks following admission. A wife’s
hospitalization increased the risk of her
husband dying within the first month by
35 percent, while a woman’s mortality in
the first month of her husband’s
hospitalization rose 44 percent.
The numbers were even worse if the “sick”
partner actually died. A wife’s death
increased the risk of her husband dying in
the first month to 53 percent. A husband’s
death resulted in a 61 percent higher risk
that the wife would also die within a
month of his passing.
The only apparent good news in this study
is that if a spouse survived the first month
risk of death declined to close to normal,
though it never returned fully to baseline.
Researchers suggest that the underlying
reason for the increased mortality risk is
probably related to a combination of
severe stress induced by the illness (the
risk was especially high for spouses whose
partners suffered from particularly
disabling conditions, such as dementia,
psychiatric illness and major fractures) and
the loss of their primary source of
emotional and financial support.
What can you do about it? Here are a few
practical suggestions:

I’m grateful for my grandfather’s example.
He made many of the major preparations
regarding his departure well in advance,
including purchasing burial plots and
making arrangements with funeral homes.
He was living with my parents when he
died. Thoughtfully, he arranged to have
his body transported back to where he
lived most of his life.
When my dad stepped in to help he
discovered that many of his concerns were
resolved by a simple phone call to a
funeral home with which Grandpa had
made prior arrangements.

of need, particularly during that first
month. Offer to help ensure that the bills
are being paid, lawn mowed, meals
prepared, etc. especially if it is a family
member. As Paul exhorted in Galatians
6:2, “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ.”
3. If you are the surviving spouse,
realize that you are vulnerable and take
care of yourself. Particularly
during the first several weeks,
consider where you can lighten
your load, either through
delegating tasks to those who
offer help or by dropping
unnecessary burdens.
4. Finally, seek and find
grace and peace in the Lord
by acknowledging your
needs and seeking Him for
His power. Paul was told by
the Lord Jesus, “My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my
strength is made perfect in
weakness.” In response, Paul
determined that, “Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) In
addition, Hebrews 4:16 encourages us to
“come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need.”
What a comfort to have that assurance
from our heavenly Father and to know
that we have hope beyond this life
(1 Corinthians 15:19).

Endnotes
Christakis, N. A. and P. D. Allison (2006).
Mortality after the Hospitalization of a
Spouse.
New England Journal of Medicine 354(7):
719-730.

2. Recognize the significant burden
that a spouse’s illness places on the
partner and reach out to help in time

Leaden bridges (continued from page 3)
federal limit of 40 micrograms per square
foot was especially exceeded near open
windows and where dust was allowed to
collect for at least three weeks.
The research authors listed below
recommend cleaning interior surfaces often

to reduce children’s exposure to lead from
urban dust. In addition, it seems prudent
to ensure that children avoid spending
prolonged periods of time near major
painted and metal overhead structures
such as bridges and trestles.

Caravanos J, Weiss AL, Blaise MJ, Jaeger RJ.
A survey of spatially distributed exterior
dust lead loadings in New York City.
Environmental Research. 2006
Feb;100(2):165-72.
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Friendly reminder (continued from page 1)
Editor’s note: Christian Healthcare Ministries
members voted in 1994 to put the following
limits on the sharing of motorized vehicle-related
medical bills. Previously, no such bills were
eligible for sharing through CHM.

Following is the complete CHM
Guideline regarding motor vehiclerelated needs.

Guideline M: Bills for
motorized vehicle needs
Christian Healthcare Ministries is not a
substitute for motorized vehicle
insurance.
Members may submit qualifying medical
bills resulting from accidents involving
licensed, motorized vehicles such as:
• cars
• trucks
• motorcycles (driver and passenger must
not be racing and must be wearing

person or entity is liable.

protective helmets)
• mopeds
• snowmobiles
• planes
• boats
• etc.
up to a maximum of $25,000 per member
(per person), $50,000 per accident (per
family), less the amount provided for in
the individual’s automobile policy or any
other party. When no person or entity is
deemed liable for the bill(s), CHM will
only consider sharing the qualifying
portion of the bill(s).
1. If you are not in a licensed, motorized
vehicle and are injured by a hit and run
driver of a licensed, motorized vehicle who
cannot be found, qualifying bills for your
injuries will be considered for sharing.

2. Bills may be submitted for sharing
for injuries incurred when a member
steps in the path of a licensed,
motorized vehicle and the accident is
the member’s fault. Bills may only be
shared when no other person or entity
is liable or willing to pay (see
Guideline H).
3. Bills resulting from accidents
involving non-licensed, off-the-road,
motorized vehicles such as:
• snowmobiles
• three and four-wheeled ATVs
• motorcycles
• etc.

However, the bills will only be shared if
you do not have automobile insurance or
coverage for the accident because it was not
available from your auto insurer and no

may be submitted for sharing if the
member (1) was wearing an appropriate,
protective helmet, (2) was riding or
operating the vehicle off public highways,
(3) was not racing and (4) no person or
entity was liable for the accident.

Tennessee.

first time.

“Our ministry is a valuable and important
part of the health care fabric of our country.
It was important and a true joy to share the
message with elected officials, many of
whom were hearing about us for the

“God is good,” Russell added. “He opens
doors in the most interesting places, with
the most amazing results. We’ll just keep
spreading the word and good things will
result.”

4. Bills resulting from
accidents that (1) involve
licensed, motorized vehicles,
(2) were the driver’s fault and
(3) exceed the amount of
insurance coverage may be
considered for listing on the
Prayer Page (See Guideline O).

State legislators (continued from page 1)
was an audible reaction,” Russell said. “They
frankly were surprised our financial gifts are
so low.”
Russell said he received an invitation from
one of the legislators to speak at a
ministerial association meeting in Memphis,

Member
recognition
Welcome to the member recognition
section of the Christian Healthcare
Ministries newsletter. This section
periodically gives special thanks to
participants who have “gone the extra
mile” for other members and for
CHM.
Congratulations to the following
people for bringing two or more new
member families into CHM through
the Bring-a-Friend program between
August 2007 and January 2008:
Stephen Acciacca Baraga, MI
Altamonte Springs, FL
David Allen
Matt Antonich Box Elder, MT

Roger Baker
John Breneman
Michael Byrd
David Caddell
Shane Claiborne
Robert Clark
Alan Clayton
Jack Constable
Karissa Creedon
Gene Cullum
Greg Duck
Brian Dunlop
Stanley Edwards
Brad Gavitt
Linda Hagen
Jonathan Hartgrove
Jill Hull
Allan Jones
Cory Jones
Jerry Kramer
Clayton Ladner
Lee Lantzer
Dana Lariche

Clarkston, WA
Bigfork, MT
Covington, LA
Williamsburg, KY
Greenback, TN
Elizabethton, TN
North Augusta, SC
Hanover, MD
Bluffton, SC
Crossett, AR
Olathe, KS
La Verne, CA
Ennice, NC
Gakona, AK
Taylorsville, NC
Durham, NC
Castaic, GA
Randolph, NY
Harlingen, TX
Melvern, KS
Pass Christian, MS
Dillard, GA
Geneva, OH

Elliott Larson
Ruth Manning
Raymond Marner
Jerry McGillivray
Fred Meredith
Salvador Navarro
Constance Nolin
Jerry Praetzel
Roderick Rice
Roger Schreiner
David Schroeder
Bruce Shafer
David Sitton
Eli Stoltzfus
Gary Swant
John Taylor
Norman Troyer
Jeff Walker
Kevin Weber
Joseph Williams
Gary Wilson
Mark Winston

Southborough, MA
Morrill, KS
Donalds, SC
Chinook, MT
Melbourne, AR
Bozeman, MT
Kalispell, MT
Salem, OR
Willmar, SC
Seward, NE
Truckee, CA
Charlotte, NC
Los Fresnos, TX
Denver, PA
Deer Lodge, MT
Stuart, FL
Farmville, VA
Grand Island, FL
Mexico, MO
Bloomingdale, GA
Emporia, KS
Wilson, WY

Our staff encourages each
member to bring at least
one friend into CHM by
June 2008. You benefit by
receiving one month giftfree for each new member
family after that family has
sent three monthly gifts.
Remember, the faithfulness
of participants is what
allows CHM to grow. God
bless you for your
generosity and willingness
to serve.
Questions about member
recognition or Bring-a-Friend?
Contact the Ministry
Information department at
1-800-791-6225. Ask for Kim
(ext. 8042) or Sherri (ext.
6800).
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Letters to Christian Healthcare Ministries
Just as the church of Christ is not a building, Christian Healthcare
Ministries is not an office in Ohio.

You, through your collective and faith-based sharing and support, make
this ministry possible. We are privileged to serve you. We are privileged to
serve Him.

These letters represent what you who participate in CHM are
accomplishing for each other and for the cause of Christ.
Dear Christian Healthcare Ministries:

We’d love to hear
from you!

We wanted to send a special thank you for
all of the help we received satisfying our
hospital bill. May God bless you all.
Sincerely yours,

Send us your letters:
Christian Healthcare
Ministries
Attn: Editor
127 Hazelwood Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203

Dennis & Pam Knapp
Prim, AR

for my breast cancer. You are all an
incredible blessing! I’m also thankful for
the bill reductions Matt and The Karis
Group were able to obtain on my behalf.

Dear Christian Healthcare Ministries
members:

Lord willing, I will not have any more
doctor visits until May 2008. I am feeling
well. Praise God!

I wanted to send a heartfelt thank you for
the generous donations you sent for my
medical bills listed on the newsletter
Prayer Page. This past month I received
nearly $500 in assistance. God bless you
for your helping hand.

My prayers are with all of you for wisdom,
health, and strength. God bless you. I also
appreciate the articles in each monthly
newsletter.

Dear Christian Healthcare Ministries:
editor@chministries.org
Editor’s note: Letters sent to
CHM and printed on this page
may be edited for length
or grammar.

Sincerely,
I recently received two checks from
Christian Healthcare Ministries that were
reimbursement for medical needs. Needless
to say, you made my day! I was in tears;
the funds came at a much-needed time.
Thank you!
I wish I could send it all back to use for
others’ needs, but I am not able to do so at
this time. However, I would like to send
you the tithe on it and pray that God can
multiply it for your use.

Betty Stone
St. Cloud, FL
Editor’s note: Donna Greer works in the CHM
Needs Processing department. Matt Dale is a
representative of The Karis Group, a Christian
patient advocacy organization based in
Austin, Texas.

Greetings from Alaska!

The day on which the bills are paid in full
is drawing near and I am looking forward
to it! It will be a wonderful day, thanks to
you. I praise God for inspiring His
children to love others enough to respond
to the needs of strangers. Together, we can
accomplish much more than we ever
could alone.
I also am grateful for the CHM staff
members who coordinate these wonderful
programs that bring solutions to difficult
situations. God bless you all.
In Christian love,

Thank you and God bless you,

Dear Christian Healthcare Ministries:

Bonnie Rhine
Greenwich, Ohio

I recently received assistance with bills for
my knee surgery. Your help was greatly
appreciated. Thank you for this ministry.
In Christ’s love,

Dear Donna:

– Rev. Howard Russell

Troy Hoffman
Ottawa, KS

Mary Trotzke
Dot Lake, AK
Editor’s note: Mary’s testimony appeared in the
September 2007 newsletter, which is available
online at
www.chministries.org/newsletter.asp or by
contacting the editor at editor@chministries.org
or 1-800-791-6225, ext. 5796.

Thank you and Christian Healthcare
Ministries for meeting my financial needs

PRAYER PAGE NON-ASSIGNED NEEDS:
36. Patty Loper: 130 Jimmy Love Lane,
Columbia, SC 29212-3160 After reductions,
Patty has bills from a dental need totaling
$2,000. UPDATE: Patty has received $1,912
towards her bills, bringing the total amount needed
to $88.
37. Glenn Boyd: Unit 3019 SCSDR, 3170
Airmans Drive, Fort Pierce, FL 34946
Glenn suffered from a heart attack while
teaching in the Dominican Republic and was
life flighted to the U.S. to receive the medical
care he needed. His flight cost $16,700. He
would appreciate your gifts and prayers.
UPDATE: Glenn has received a total of $3,258
in gifts, bringing the amount needed to $13,442.

PRAYER ONLY:

in prayer during this difficult time.

38. Nancy Kennedy: 2018 Country Trail,
Kinston, NC 28504-9018 Nancy requests
prayer for several medical problems. She was
not able to undergo surgery due to her scar
tissue.

41. Betty Kelly: 219 Alta St., Bono, AR
72416-9600 Betty has been battling cancer
and her mother also recently passed away.
Please remember Betty in your prayers.

39. John & Janice Anderson: 3709 SE 24th
St., Ocala, FL 34471 John suffered a heart
attack and had 80 and 100 percent blockage in
his arteries. Pray for his health and finances.
40. Linda Fennell: 6935 Saddleback Trail,
Leland, SC 28451 Linda recently lost her
husband to lung cancer. Please remember her

42. Anthony Kourmaoulis: (no address
provided) Anthony’s business ended and his
family is experiencing financial difficulty.
43. Judy Meadows: 4117 Hillsboro Rd.,
Nashville, TN 37215 Judy is a single
mother who has been looking for a job. She
asks the CHM family for prayer.
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Prayer Page
IMPORTANT!
Giving to needs listed on this
Prayer Page is not your monthly
gift. It is an opportunity to give
over and above your gift amount.
We urge you to send cards of
encouragement even if you are
unable to contribute financially.
We suggest the following:
If you are a single unit member
(1 unit): Send $5 (or more)
If you are a multiple unit member
(2-3 units): Send $10 (or more)
Individuals listed on the Prayer Page
must report what monies they receive
each month by the 15th (or the first
business day after the 15th) of the
following month. Mail in your Donor
Information Form, e-mail
prayerpage@chministries.org or call 800791-6225 and ask for the Prayer Page.

Giving Guide
AL
AK
AR
AZ
CA
CO
CT
DE
FL
GA
HI
IA
ID
IL
IN
KS
KY
LA
MA
MD
ME
MI
MN
MO
MS

#03
#10
#13
#24
#07
#34
#06
#10
#15
#16
#20
#14
#12
#07
#35
#08
#03
#10
#30
#27
#17
#28
#32,33
#01
#04

MT
NC
ND
NE
NH
NJ
NM
NV
NY
OH
OK
OR
PA
RI
SC
SD
TN
TX
UT
VA
VT
WA
WI
WV
WY

#09
#22
#29
#24
#26
#05
#10
#02
#31
#22
#18
#10
#22
#20
#19
#11
#03
#23
#25
#13
#06
#24
#13
#21
#15,13

In the Giving Guide above, find
the abbreviation of your state.
You are encouraged to send to
the need number which
corresponds to your state.
For example, if you live in
Louisiana, you would send to
need #10.
These directions are only
suggestions; you are in no way
obligated to send to these needs.
If you feel led by the Lord to
give to a need other than the
one suggested, please do so!
Prayer Page contact:
prayerpage@chministries.org
800-791-6225
(ask for the Prayer Page)

Prayer Page needs do not qualify for
sharing under Christian Healthcare
Ministries Guidelines.

Rev. Stump has received $7,425 in reductions and
$726 in added bills. He reports $4,314 in gifts,
bringing the total needed to $18,859.

1. Thomas Miller: 7 Beverly Dr., Laurel, MS
39443 (surgery) UPDATE: Thomas has received
a total of $26,520, reducing the amount needed to
$16,830.

14. Mary Trotzke: PO Box 2283, Dot Lake,
AK 99737 (bunion/foot surgery) UPDATE:
Mary has received a total of $2,722 in gifts,
bringing her need to $3,420.

2. Tanya Robinson: 102 Congress St., Apt. 3,
Belfast, ME 04915 (acute cysts and
endometriosis) UPDATE: Praise God! Tanya
reports that she has received a total of $10,069 in
gifts, bringing the total needed to $1,099.

15. Peter Heaton: 19874 Hwy 24 #0,
Leadville, CO 80461 (congenital condition
[pectus excavatum]) UPDATE: Peter reports a
total of $8,363 in gifts, bringing the total
to $26,045.

4. Khristi L. Shores: 7329 Luella Anne Dr.
NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 (gallbladder
surgery) UPDATE: Khristi reports $9,208 in
gifts, reducing the amount needed to $7,452.

God! Nancy has received a $19,981 bill reduction!
She also reports a total of $7,469 in gifts. Her total
need is now $2,227.

5. Joy Hirth: 1704 Pauline Blvd., Ann
Arbor, MI 48103 (breast cancer) UPDATE:
Joy has received a total of $1,099 in gifts and has
added $959 in bills, bringing her need to $2,787.

Prayer Page need rotations

gifts, bringing the amount needed to $27,570.
24. Kathleen “Angie” Lyons: 37053
Birchwood St., Soldotna, AK 99669
(maternity) UPDATE: Angie reports $556 in gifts,
bringing the total amount needed to $13,361.
25. Marc & Katharine Sinnock: 600 N. Eustis
Dr., Indianapolis, IN 46229 (pre-existing
condition) UPDATE: The Sinnocks have received
another $5 in gifts, bringing the total amount needed
to $878.

26. Peter Barratt: 317 Hannum Ave., West
Chester, PA 19380-2858 (hernia surgery)
16. Jobe Reynolds: P.O. Box 98, Lamar, SC
UPDATE: Peter reports $48 in gifts, bringing the
3. Stuart Smith: 145 Cottage Grove Dr.,
29069 (heart condition) UPDATE: Jobe reports total needed to $705.
Collierville, TN 38017 (heart condition)
$8,573 in bill reductions and $14,455 in gifts!
UPDATE: Stuart wishes to express his heartfelt
27. Pastor Craig Bostian: PO Box 92,
thanks for letters of encouragement and gifts totaling The total needed is $14,476.
Warner, SD 57401 (hernia surgery)
$42,977 from CHM members. His total need is now
UPDATE: Pastor Bostian has received $957 in
17. Nancy Reynolds: P.O. Box 98, Lamar,
$21,770.
gifts, bringing the total needed to $2,925.
SC 29069 (brain surgery) UPDATE: Praise

6. Genie Plumlee: 1105 Independence
Springs, Sherman, TX 75090 (knee injury)
UPDATE: Genie reports a total of $1,278 in gifts,
bringing the total needed to $1,010.
7. Leon Baertschi: 3793 N State Hwy AB,
Springfield, MO 65803 (quintuple bypass
heart surgery) UPDATE: Leon reports a total of
$7,716 in gifts and $6,543 in added bills,
bringing the total need to $22,395.
8. Rev. Tommy Smith: PO Box 403, Gibson,
TN 38338 (heart catheterization) UPDATE:
Rev. Smith reports $2,696 in gifts, bringing his
bills to $6,844.
9. Janice Eakins: 28158 Hwy 2, Bloomfield,
IA 52537 (kidney stone condition)
UPDATE: Janice has received $2,661 in gifts,
bringing the total needed to $11,837.
10. Patricia A. Casteel: 5382 W 116th
Circle, Westminster, CO 80020 (chest pain)
UPDATE: Pat has received another $510 in gifts,
reducing the amount needed to $14,712.

Some Prayer Page needs are not listed this
month due to the large number of eligible
needs and limited listing space.
Needs that have been listed consecutively for
the longest period of time have been removed
for the month of February and will be
re-listed in March. If necessary, other need
explanations will be rotated in future issues.
Prayer Page needs will only be rotated when it
is necessary to conserve space.

18. Diana Manners: 2244 Woodsdale Rd.
Apt. B, Salem, OH 44460 (gallbladder
condition) UPDATE: Diana reports $2,217 in
gifts, bringing her total bills to $9,690.

28. Sandra Thrash: 190 Gilmers Chapel Rd.,
Conehatta, MS 39057 (gallbladder removal)
UPDATE: Sandra reports $1,150 in gifts,
bringing the total needed to $8,850.
29. Lea Glennon: 538 N 325 W, Valparaiso,
IN 46385 (anemia) UPDATE: Lea has received
a total of $1,312 in gifts, bringing the total need
to $1,442.
30. Paula Byler: PO Box 45, Apple Creek,
OH 44606 (pre-existing breast cancer)
UPDATE: Paula reports $730 in gifts, bringing
her total to $836.
31. Crystal Helman: 5 Jackson St., Norwalk,
OH 44857 Crystal recently underwent gall
bladder surgery followed by months of digestive
complications. She asks the CHM family for help
with bills totaling $13,434. UPDATE: Praise
God! Crystal received $8,966 in bill reductions,
lowering the amount needed to $4,468.

32. Jacqueline Almond: 3760 Floramar
Terrace, New Port Richey, FL 34652
19. Jill Nissila: PO Box 8, Hancock, MI 49930
Jacqueline recently incurred medical bills for pre(chronic ankle condition) UPDATE: Jill reports
existing breast cancer. She praises God for
$135 in gifts and $3,492 in added bills, bringing the
provider reductions she has obtained but still
total needed to $13,943.
needs help to meet the remaining $2,167.
20. Rebecca Cooper: 61 CR 8401, Rienzi,
33. Beth Miller: 24 Dubois St., Williamsport,
MS 38865 (acute bronchitis) UPDATE:
PA 17701 Beth requests help from the CHM
Rebecca received a $1,351 reduction and a total of
family
to share her $2,050 in maternity bills.
$80 in gifts, bringing the total needed to $471.

21. Ruth Heyer: 105 N. Oak St., George, IA
51237 (bladder repair & hysterectomy)
11. John Puskar: 316R Morrow Ave.,
UPDATE: Ruth reports a total of $8,112 in gifts,
Carnegie, PA 15106 (sleep apnea) UPDATE: bringing the total amount needed to $7,305.
John reports a total of $4,301 in gifts. His charges
are now $3,612.
22. Billy Cox: 4390 Liberty Lane, Conway, SC
29527 (artery blockage) UPDATE: Billy has
12. Janet Bean: 1206 Minnesota Ave., St.
received $4,565 so far in gifts, leaving $66,098 in
Cloud, FL 34769 (cataract surgery)
bills to be met.
UPDATE: Janet reports a total of $1,440 in gifts,
bringing the amount needed to $2,410.
23. James Blades: 1733 Hillcrest Dr.,
Carthage, MO 64836 (total knee replacement
13. Rev. Myron Stump: PO Box 245, Union surgery) UPDATE: James reports $1,430 in
City, IN 47390 (heart surgery) UPDATE:

34. Lisa Kurtz: 3772 Hunter Rd., Perrysville,
OH 44864 Lisa has bills totaling $6,586 from
emergency surgery resulting from an ectopic
(tubal) pregnancy. Please remember her with
your prayers and gifts.
35. Anne Jones: 340 Greenleaf Lane, Bryan,
TX 77808 Anne had to undergo an emergency
hysterectomy. Although she obtained $39,461 in
bill reductions, she still has $13,646 remaining
and asks the CHM family for help.

The non-assigned and prayer only needs appear on page 6.
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Christian Healthcare Ministries (hereinafter “CHM”), a not-forprofit religious organization, is not an insurance company. No
ministry operations or publications are offered through or operated
by an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that
your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial
gifts. Whether any CHM member chooses to share the burden of
your medical bills will be entirely voluntary. As such, CHM should
never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether
you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether
CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Florida Residents: A copy of the official registration
and financial information may be obtained from the Division of
Consumer Services by calling toll-free, within the state of Florida.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or
recommendation by the State of Florida. 1-800-435-7352 Our
Florida registration number is SC-03543. CHM has not retained any
professional solicitors or professional fundraising consultants and
100% of each contribution is received by our organization.
Especially for Kentucky Residents: Notice: CHM is not an
insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are
not issued by an insurance company and they are not offered through
an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your
medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts.
Whether any member chooses to share the burden of your medical
bills will be totally voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a

substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you receive any gifts for
medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you
will always remain liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Maryland Residents: Notice: CHM is not an
insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are
not issued by or offered through an insurance company. CHM does
not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or
assigned to others for financial gifts. No other member will be
compelled to contribute toward the cost of your medical bills.
Therefore, CHM should never be considered a substitute for an
insurance policy. This activity is not regulated by the Maryland
Insurance Administration, and your liabilities are not covered by the
Maryland Life and Health Guarantee Fund. Whether or not you
receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether or not
CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.
Especially for Oklahoma Residents: This is not an insurance
policy. It is a voluntary program that is neither approved, endorsed or
regulated by the Oklahoma Department of Insurance and the
program is not guaranteed under the Oklahoma Life and Health
Insurance Guaranty Association.
Especially for Pennsylvania Residents: Notice: CHM is not an
insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are
not issued by or offered through an insurance company. CHM does
not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or

assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to
share the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. As
such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for insurance.
Whether you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses, and
whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for
any unpaid bills.
Especially for South Dakota Residents: CHM is not an insurance
company. CHM’s program is not an insurance contract. This plan
does not fall under the jurisdiction of the South Dakota Division of
Insurance and the plan is not covered under the South Dakota
guaranty fund.
Especially for Wisconsin Residents: Attention: CHM is not an
insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are
not issued by or offered through an insurance company. CHM does
not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or
assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to
share the burden of your medical bills is entirely voluntary. CHM
should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy.
Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses,
and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always
remain responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.
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