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Memorial tribute to Jordan Paul 
Robinson: August 24, 1987 to August 19, 2008

Merry Christmas and a 
Christ-filled New Year to all 
of my brothers and sisters 
at Christian Healthcare 
Ministries! I would like 
to share the story of my 
courageous, heroic 20-year-

old son, Jordan, and his battle 
with a rare form of cancer 
called epithelial sarcoma. 

I hope that you will be 
inspired to love Jesus Christ 
with all your heart, love each 
other and lead others to faith 
in God.

Jordan, our favorite third 
son, was born in Tulsa, Okla. 
From his first moment, the 
blue-eyed blond baby stole 
our hearts and kept them as 
he grew into a godly, gentle 
giant. 

He was blessed with the 
spirit and temperament of a 
peacemaker, which came 
in handy in a family with 

three other sons. All of our 
children were home-schooled. 
I often remarked that Jordan’s 
teachable spirit would have 
made it easy to home-school a 
roomful of students like him. 

Each of his brothers—Jeffrey, 
Joshua and Justin—regarded 
Jordan as his best friend. 
Jordan had a spontaneous, 
energetic sense of humor and 
always knew how to make us 
laugh. 

Gifted academically and 
athletically, Jordan enjoyed 
baseball, skateboarding and 
snow skiing. One of his 
favorite activities was playing 

In good economic times or 
bad, Christians never have to 
go without affordable health 
care cost support. 

Christian Healthcare 
Ministries’ Bring-a-Friend 
program is a great way 
for members to bring new 

individuals and families 
into the ministry – and earn 
free months of ministry 
participation at the same 
time.

Norma Mull, CHM Member 
Assistance department 
supervisor, says more than 50 

percent of new joiners come 
in under the Bring-a-Friend 
program. 

“We have seen that consistent 
percentage since 2005,” said 
Mull. “That’s an incredible 

In uncertain times, friends tell friends 
about CHM Percentage of new joiners 
through Bring-a-Friend program holds steady

See “Jordan Robinson,” page 11

See “Friends,” page 12

By Jennifer Robinson, CHM member in Taylors, S.C.

Jordan Robinson during his 
sophomore year (2007) at 
North Greenville University



How to make a happy living
“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” - Winston Churchill

He looks…different.

He speaks with a heart for God, 
with a message of God. 
 
Shane Claiborne visited the 
Christian Healthcare Ministries 
office on Oct. 14 to share with 
nearly 100 local pastors, church 
leaders and workers a story 
of love: Christ’s 
love for us, and 
our obligation to 
others.

Shane is one of 
the founders of 
The Simple Way, 
a community of 
Christians who 
live and minister 
in the inner city of 
Philadelphia, Pa.

He has written 
three books: 
The Irresistible 
Revolution, Jesus 
for President and 
Becoming the Answer 
to Our Prayers.

He speaks to 
thousands – or to 
anyone who will 
listen – about his faith and the 
need of every individual to come 
to know Christ. 

Shane also is a longtime 
member of Christian Healthcare 
Ministries. He has personally 
brought more than 60 people 
into our ministry through the 
Bring-a-Friend program. He has 
written and spoken about us on 

numerous occasions.

We invited Shane to speak at 
our offices in Barberton, Ohio, 
because we realized that while 
we are pretty well-known in 
many venues around the country, 
we were perhaps not as well 
known among ministers in our 
home area. 

It was an inspirational meeting. 
We met people who are spiritual 
leaders and who influence the 
lives of thousands of people in 
northeast Ohio.

We also heard a message from 
Shane that will remain with 
everyone for a long time.

He spoke of the time he spent 

with Mother Teresa in India. 
He described her deformed feet. 
He was told by another person 
who worked with Mother Teresa 
that her feet became deformed 
because when shoes were 
donated to her ministry, she 
would only take the worst, most 
ill-fitting pair for herself. She 
wanted to be sure others got the 

better shoes.

Shane told many stories 
of hardship, faith and 
spiritual triumph, and 
they made me think.

Here we are, in that 
cherished month of the 
year when we celebrate 
the birth of God’s son,  
who is Christ the Lord.

As we consider what we 
will do in terms of gifts 
for the important people 
in our lives, what will 
we do for the people we 
don’t know? 

What did Jesus say? 
“That which you do to 
the least of these, you do 
to me.”

Jesus also said, “It is better to 
give than to receive.” That may 
be a hard truth to fully digest 
when you’re a child. Perhaps 
it’s necessary for a person to get 
more than a few years behind 
him to fully appreciate the joy 
that comes with giving.

Rev. Howard Russell

Executive Director,
Christian Healthcare
Ministries

See “Happy living,” page 12
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Spiritual leaders inspired at CHM breakfast/
luncheon event Speaker Shane Claiborne helps create “buzz” 
about CHM in northeast Ohio
Nearly 100 northeast Ohio pastors 
and church staff visited the Christian 
Healthcare Ministries office on Oct. 14 to 
hear Shane Claiborne, a nationally known 
Christian author and speaker and CHM 
member.

They left with an inspiration to “become 
the church we dream of” and a great 
interest in the life-changing work of 
Christian Healthcare Ministries.

Claiborne, a ministry member for nearly 
10 years, spoke to spiritual leaders 
ministering in or near Barberton, where 
CHM is located. 

His message centered on the creativity of 
Jesus in loving others and how to break 
away from “comfortable Christianity” to 
serve the poor 
and hurting. 
Claiborne 
explained how 
CHM is one 
of the faith 
communities 
that reflects what 
it truly means 
to be part of the 
family of God.

“Shane was a 
wonderful choice to speak to area church 
leaders,” said Ministry Information 
supervisor Norma Mull. “Many pastors 
are aware of and admire his dedication 
to building the kingdom of God. Also, 
he has brought more than 60 individuals 
and families into the ministry through 
our Bring-a-Friend program.”

Several pastors said they came to 

hear Claiborne but went away excited 
about Christian Healthcare Ministries 
and how it serves the Body of Christ. 
Others expressed an interest in joining 
the ministry or telling others about this 
biblical solution to health care costs.

Rev. Howard Russell, CHM executive 
director, 
said that the 
events were an 
outgrowth of 
the ministry’s 
Share the 
Message 
program, 
which reaches 
out to churches 
in hopes of 
making Christians aware of CHM. 

“As we work to tell local 
churches across the country 
what we can do to serve their 
people, we saw that many 
church leaders in our own 
community didn’t know about 
us,” he said. 
Russell and 
his Share the 
Message team 
recognized 
the need 

to make CHM better 

known in the 
immediate area.

“We’re delighted 
with the results,” 
Russell said. 
“We already 
have additional 
programs 
planned.”

The next 
scheduled event 
at the CHM 
office will take 
place Thursday, 
Jan. 22, 2009. 
The featured 
speaker will be 

State Representative Joe Armstrong, Vice 
Chairman of the Health Committee of the 
National Conference of State Legislatures.

Russell and the CHM staff believe that 
the Oct. 14 events created a “buzz” 
among the local pastoral community, the 
effects of which can be expected to bear 

fruit well into the 
future.

Editor’s note: To learn 
more about Share the 
Message, visit www.
chministries.org/
sharingchm.asp or 
call 1-800-791.6225, 
ext. 5233. To learn 
more about Shane 
Claiborne and his 
ministry, visit www.
thesimpleway.org

Top: Shane 
Claiborne speaks 
at CHM
Left: A local 
minister chats 
with Claiborne

CHM employees cheerfully serve at 
the breakfast event

Top (L-R): CHM chaplain Rev. 
Dale Henneman, Rev. Raynard 
Martin, CHM Chief financial 
officer Roger Kittelson, Claiborne 
and CHM executive director Rev. 
Howard Russell



Medical Consultant

Christian Healthcare
Ministries
127 Hazelwood Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225
Fax: 330-848-4322

E-mail: 
doc@chministries.org

Health education 
resources at:
www.chministries.org/
healthinformation.asp

Dr. Michael 
Jacobson, D.O.

In the Sept. 2008 CHM 
newsletter, Executive Director 
Howard Russell used his 
column to address CHM policy 
regarding alternative medicine. 
Rev. Russell concisely and 
accurately summarized more 
than 10 years of experience 
CHM has had with alternative 
medicine. In response, a few 
members wrote to tell of their 
positive experiences with 
alternative medicine and to 
advocate its support. I think it 
helpful to share with you my 
response to one of our valued 
members.

Dear (member),

Thank you for taking the time to 
write. I appreciate your concern 
for others and am grateful for 
the positive experiences that you 
and others you know have had 
in finding answers to perplexing 
medical problems. Indeed, it 
was reports such as yours that 
prompted my weeklong trip to 
Mexico in 1997. Accompanied 
by an associate, we toured nine 
different alternative treatment 
centers.

In every case, I met wonderful 
people, including many 
Americans, and heard claims of 
cure in excess of 80 percent.  
I came home with high hopes of 
helping our members overcome 
particularly the dreaded disease 
of cancer. My philosophy with 
regard to health care is that we 
should always look for those 
approaches that are in harmony 
with God’s design and to seek 
the least intrusive and most cost-
effective options. (I don’t believe 

that I hold any allegiance to 
western medicine in this regard. 
In contrast, I have seriously 
questioned it and wrote to that 
effect over many years). 

I advocated strongly for a 
policy that gave members the 
option of choosing alternative 
care, including, among others, 
chelation, laetrile and nutritional 
interventions. Unfortunately, 
in virtually every case I can 
recall, there was a sad outcome 
in the treatment that was so 
highly touted. I had to retract 
my recommendation, as I could 
in good conscience no longer 
support it.

With all of its faults, western 
medicine demands objective 
scrutiny of its claims. I find this 
practice to be entirely scriptural. 
Jesus said we know others by 
their fruit. In other words, 
we should judge on the basis 
of outcome, not words. When 
someone makes a claim that he 
has a cure for a disease, it is only 
right and proper for us to ask for 
the proof. The answer needs to 
be more than, “look at so-and-
so’s case.” Why? Because, for 
one thing (and I realize that I 
am greatly simplifying here), we 
need to know how many patients 
with the same diagnosis were 
treated to produce one cure.

For example, if 10 people with 
breast cancer were cured, how 
many had to be treated in order 
to cure the 10? Was it 10 for 10, 
10 for 20 (i.e. 50 percent cure 
rate), or 10 out of 100? Again, 
those numbers should be easy to 
obtain from medical charts. But 

no one, and I mean no one, in 
any of these institutions had ever 
bothered to validate their claims. 

Why is that so important? 
Because when people have a 
diagnosis, especially one such 
as cancer that is threatening 
their very lives and costing tens 
of thousands of dollars, they 
deserve to know the answer to 
some basic questions:
• What is my diagnosis?
• What is my prognosis if I 
follow your treatment plan?  
And what if I don’t?
• Approximately how many 
cases have you treated of others 
with my diagnosis?
• What percentage of those 
treated with my diagnosis have 
actually been cured (defined as 
disease-free after five years from 
treatment)?

When someone writes me with 
a diagnosis of cancer asking for 
my advice, all I need to know 
is what kind of cancer and its 
stage. I can then tell him his 

Alternative cancer treatment didn’t deliver

See “Alternative treatment” page 12
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Healthwatch - promoting biblical health and wellness by Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.

With all of its faults, 
western medicine demands 

objective scrutiny of its 
claims. I find this practice 
to be entirely scriptural. 

Jesus said we would know 
others by their fruit. In 

other words, we should judge 
[treatment] on the basis of 
outcome, not words...it is 

only right and proper for us 
to ask for the proof.
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The year in review: 2008
In case you missed them the first time around, here is a list of key articles that appeared in our monthly newsletter this year. 
Newsletter issues are available as free downloads at www.chministries.org/newsletter.asp or by contacting the editor at 
editor@chministries.org or 1-800-791-6225, ext. 5796.

Ministry news

January 2008: The new year and health care costs – together 
again  March: CheckEase direct giving: Why every member 
should enroll  April: Former members wish they had stayed  
May: New software system to improve service to members  
• CheckEase enrollment up, fees down  July: Christian 
Healthcare Ministries: An answer in tough economic times  
• CHM financial snapshot 2007  August: If you are a CHM 
member, read this! Please!  September: Author and speaker 
Shane Claiborne to speak at event for local Ohio pastors  •  
Know your CHM participation levels  October: Ending 
confusion about CHM and Medicare  November: CHM: A 
meaningful investment of year-end contributions  •  Have 
you visited the CHM website lately?

Interacting with medical providers

February: Cutting the cost is good for everyone  June: 
Remember to report your reductions!  •  How to keep bills 
low  September: Alternative treatments: Friend or foe?

Member testimonies

January: Meet the Prayer Page participants   February: 
Member’s friendly reminder: Make sure you have sufficient 
motor vehicle coverage  April: CHM and Brother’s Keeper 
help with member’s heart transplant, ongoing bills  May: 
Member overcomes life-threatening pancreatitis  June: In 
memory of Lorinda Stewart  • Prayer Page: Janice Eakins   
July: Prayer Page: Anne Jones  August: Prayer Page: Carrie 
Hipley  September: Prayer Page: Jill Nissila   October: 
Member’s experience affirms CHM as biblical, affordable 
and practical approach to health care costs  •  Member 
experiences health turnaround by embracing biblical lifestyle  
• Prayer Page: Bobby Memory  November: Prayer Page: 
Leuretha Fluty 

Maternity

May: Moms (and dads)-to-be should know about CHM’s 
maternity program  August: Welcome your bundle of joy 
without a bundle of bills  November: Ministry gift to new 
parents and babies

Health-related articles by Dr. Jacobson

January: Supplementing not the magic bullet in the fight 
against diabetes  February: Spouse’s ills can kill  March: Do 
fruits and vegetables really protect against cancer?  April: 
BYOB (build your own bladder)  May: Angry angina  •  
Healthy babies  July: Fitness is for the brain  August: Build 
stronger bones with B12?  •  Light therapy for insomniacs  
September: Blood clots are not a greater risk when traveling 
by air  •  Coffee may protect your liver  October: Enzyme 
supplements aid digestion  November: When it comes 
to running, make sure you have the right “tires”  •  Iowa 
breastfed babies flunk test for vitamin D

Sharing CHM with others

January: A seed planted: Member helps share the CHM 
message in central Texas  March: Pastors climb aboard to 
share the message  •  Pastors respond to the call to share 
the CHM message  June: Sharing the message with a wider 
audience benefits CHM members  •  The megachurch 
and Share the Message  July: Share the Message spotlight  
August: We’re sharing the message: are you?  September: 
What to expect when you’re ready to share the message  
November: Familar faces, familiar stories: People you know 
need to know about CHM

Brother’s Keeper / Prayer Page

March: Brother’s Keeper helps protect you and Christian 
brothers - and sisters  May: Turning a new page for the Prayer 
Page  June: CHM newsletter, Prayer Page get a facelift  
September: Why encouragement matters  •  Meeting 
Prayer Page needs: an attainable goal with a little help from 
everyone   October: Brother’s Keeper membership growing  
•  Prayer Page raises ministry awareness among churches, 
Christian groups  November: The Prayer Page: A historic, 
unique way to touch lives

Articles from The Karis Group

April: Upcoming election’s implications for the future of 
U.S. health care, CHM members  August: The top five 
mistakes patients make trying to keep medical costs down
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Universal health care and your right to participate 
in CHM
Health care, as everyone knows, is getting 
more expensive all of the time. Universal 
health care is no exception – and in some 
cases proves the rule.
 
Here is an excerpt from a Massachusetts 
newspaper dated July 21, 2008, updating 
readers on the financial plight of the state’s 
universal health care program: 

“BOSTON -– The state budget for this 
year hasn’t even been finalized and already 
leading lawmakers are talking about the 
potential for financial disaster if federal 
funding for the state’s landmark heath care 
reform experiment doesn’t materialize.”
 
Here’s another story, from Oct. 17, 2008, 
concerning a child health insurance 
program in the state of Hawaii: 

“HONOLULU – Hawaii is dropping 
the only state universal child health care 
program in the country just seven months 
after it launched.

“Gov. Linda Lingle’s administration cited 
budget shortfalls and other available health 
care options for eliminating funding 
for the program. A state official said 
families were dropping private coverage 
so their children would be eligible for the 
subsidized plan.”

The point of the Massachusetts story 
was that the state’s universal health care 
experiment is too expensive to survive 
without an infusion of cash from U.S. 
taxpayers.  

It begs this question: if a national universal 
health care plan should become law 
and runs into the same kind of financial 
mountain as experienced in Massachusetts, 
where will the federal government go for 
money to keep the program afloat?

In Hawaii, program costs caused the 
governor to decide, in a declining 
economy, that the state couldn’t afford 
to pay insurance costs for children whose 
parents could, in fact, afford to pay it 
themselves.

Advocates of universal health care tend 
to universally cite its benefits of universal 
access and government-paid (in reality, 
taxpayer-paid) coverage.

Opponents of universal coverage point 
to cost problems (as experienced by 
Massachusetts and Hawaii) and promises of 
cost control, which ultimately means one 
of three things: rationing care, limiting 
benefits or reducing the number of people 
receiving benefits.

Christian Healthcare Ministries believes 
its program of religious freedom, personal 
choice and individual responsibility is 
founded on biblical 
truth and American 
principles.

No one is forced 
into our program. 
Members join 
or leave as they 
choose, without 
contracts or 
obligations. 

The CHM program 
is affordable, 
available and 
accessible. 
Most importantly, 
it is a biblical 
answer to the 
question of how 
believers—both 
individuals and 
families—can 

meet their health care needs. Our ministry 
follows the example of the early Church as 
described throughout the New Testament 
and specifically in Galatians 6:2 and Acts 2  
and 4. The concept of believers caring for 
each other was an idea that changed the 
world.

Instead of working to insure, we are 
working to ensure that you, our members, 
can exercise your right to participate in 
this ministry. We are communicating with 
legislators information about CHM and its 
role in providing a part of the solution to 
the country’s health care crisis.

We will keep you advised of our work in 
this arena. This ministry serves thousands 
of Christians in all 50 states. We have done 
so for 26 years. We intend to continue 
for as long as the Lord blesses us with the 
privilege of serving members of the Body 
of Christ.

Check your mailbox...
In February 2009, all 
members will receive two 
new Information Packs in 
the mail to encourage them 
pass the information along 
to people they know who 
need a biblical solution to 
their health care costs.

Also included in the mailing will be 
a Member Update Form, which each 
member family should complete and return to 
the CHM office as soon as possible.

In the meantime, members can always request 
Information Packs by calling the Ministry Information 
department at 1-800-791-6225.
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Prayer PageAll the believers were one in heart and mind. No 

one claimed that any of his possessions was his 

own, but they shared everything they had...There 

were no needy persons among them. Acts 2:32, 34a
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Christian Healthcare 
Ministries 

Prayer Page

127 Hazelwood Ave
Attn: Prayer Page

Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225 
(ask for the Prayer Page)

Fax: 330-798-6105

www.chministries.org
E-mail: prayerpage@

chministries.org

What is the 
Prayer Page?
The Prayer Page is an 
additional means by 
which CHM members 
help other Christians.

Most of the medical 
needs listed on these 
pages are ongoing 
bills from pre-existing 
conditions, which do 
not qualify for sharing 
under Christian 
Healthcare Ministries 
Guidelines. They are 
not bills incurred 
before members 
joined CHM.

Giving to needs 
listed on these pages 
is not your CHM 
monthly gift. It is an 
opportunity to give 
over and above your 
gift amount. We urge 
you to send cards of 
encouragement even 
if you are unable to 
contribute financially.

See the sidebars on 
pages 8-10 for more 
information on how 
to give.

Prayer Page needs do not qualify 
for sharing under Christian 
Healthcare Ministries Guidelines. 
(See left sidebar)

1. Jacqueline Almond: 3760 
Floramar Terrace, New Port 
Richey, FL 34652  Jacqueline 
recently incurred medical bills for 
breast cancer. She praises God for 
provider reductions but still needs 
help to meet the remaining $2,170. 
UPDATE: Jacqueline reports $395 
in gifts, bringing the total needed 
to $1,775.

2. Leon Baertschi: 3793 N State 
Hwy AB, Springfield, MO 65803  
Leon underwent quintuple bypass 
surgery and incurred bills for 
$74,414. He received a $50,845 
bill write-off, bringing his total to 
$23,569. UPDATE: Leon reports 
$9,769 in gifts and $6,543 in added 
bills, bringing the total need to 
$20,343.

3. James Blades: 1733 Hillcrest 
Dr., Carthage, MO 64836  James 
underwent total knee replacement 
surgery. After receiving reductions 

and help from his church, he 
has $29,000 in remaining bills. 
UPDATE: James reports $3,910 in 
gifts, bringing the amount needed 
to $25,090.

4. Paula Byler: PO Box 45, Apple 
Creek, OH 44606  Paula has breast 
cancer and asks the CHM family 
for help to meet her bills of $1,566. 
UPDATE: Paula reports $1,060 in 
gifts, bringing her total to $506.

Continued on page 8

7

Spiritual: Prayer Page encouragement

Dear Prayer Page:

We would like to express our heartfelt 
thanks and appreciation for all who have so 
graciously shared their cards and letters of 
encouragement, prayers and financial gifts with 
us through the time of Kathy’s back surgery 
and recovery.

Kathy is nearly pain free except when big 
weather changes occur. She is healthy, vibrant 
and strong again.

We also want to inform all of 
you that the Lord has graciously 
supplied all of our financial needs 
over the past year! Praise God! 
Therefore, we will personally cover 
the balance of our Prayer Page 
need. That will help “free up” the 
many people who have faithfully 
given to us to give to others in 
need.

We are so grateful for CHM and 
are truly blessed to experience 
God’s provision. We have developed 
some neat relationships with 
those who have supported us. We 
probably won’t meet any of you 

here on earth, but it will be a joy to see 
you face to face when we get to heaven. May 
God continue to bless all those involved in 
Christian Healthcare Ministries.

In His grip,

Alan and 
Kathy Potts
Belgrade, MT

Financial: Prayer Page Giving

Each need would be met in full if each member family 
contributed:

• $74.17 this month -or-
• $24.73 for the next three months -or-
• $12.37 for the next six months

Together, we can make eliminating these bills a reality! 
Please consider giving today.

Prayer Page total needs 
remaining this month: $605,769
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Who can give?

All readers are invited 
to give to Prayer Page 
needs (above regular 
monthly gifts) as they 
feel led.

All giving is voluntary; 
there is no obligation 
to give to Prayer Page 
needs to remain a 
CHM participant.

How much 
should I give?

Give however much 
you feel led to give. 

See the “Financial: 
Prayer Page giving” 
box on page 7 for 
suggestions.

How do I 
send my gift?

You have two options 
for sending your gift 
to a fellow Christian 
listed on these pages:

Option 1: You can 
send financial gifts 
directly to people 
listed on these pages.

Please make your check 
out to the recipient 
you choose. You also 
can send a card or 
encouraging note.
 
The Giving Guide on 
page 9 can help you 
choose a recipient.

Continued on the page 9 
sidebar

5. Patricia Casteel: 5382 W 116th 
Circle, Westminster, CO 80020   
Pat incurred $27,162 in bills for 
treatment of chest pain. UPDATE: 
Pat reports $770 in reductions and 
$990 in added bills. She also has 
received $14,316 in gifts, reducing 
the amount needed to $13,066.

6. Gail Clower: 400 Port Malabar 
Blvd. NE, Palm Bay, FL 32905-
3712  Gail incurred bills of $6,445 
for breast cancer surgery. UPDATE: 
Gail has received $803 in gifts, 
bringing her total to $5,642.

7. Billy Cox: 4390 Liberty Lane, 
Conway, SC 29527  Billy incurred 
bills for $70,663 for artery blockage. 
He trusts God to meet his need 
and asks the CHM family for help. 
UPDATE: Billy has received 
$10,826 so far in gifts, leaving 
$59,837 in bills to be met.

8. Douglas DeLuca: 4145 Sunrise 
Dr., Park City, UT 84098  Douglas 
suffers from chronic migraine 
headaches. His bills total $2,952. 
UPDATE: Douglas reports $70 in 
gifts, bringing the total to $2,882.

9. Janice Eakins: 28158 Hwy 2, 
Bloomfield, IA 52537  Janice suffers 
from a kidney stone condition and 
has bills for $14,499. She asks the 
CHM family for help. UPDATE: 
Janice has received $4,448 in gifts, 
bringing the total needed  
to $10,051.

10. Leuretha Fluty: 2005 Sprinkle 
Creek Rd., Mars Hill, NC 28754  
Leuretha had to have surgery for 
a pre-existing vein condition and 
incurred bills for $3,000. UPDATE: 
Leuretha reports $35 in gifts, 
bringing the total to $2,965.

11. Shelley B. Ford: RR1 Box 275, 
Rome, PA 18837  Shelley underwent 
an operation to treat fibroids and 
pre-cancerous cells. Her bills total 
$17,741. UPDATE: Praise God! 
Shelley reports $5,375 in bill 
reductions and a total of $7,086 in 
gifts, reducing the amount needed  
to $5,280.

12. Timothy D. Galbreath: 922 
Hill Hollow Dr., Sevierville, TN 
37876  Timothy recently underwent 
triple bypass surgery for a heart 
condition and received $120,466 
in bill reductions! He requests help 
for $14,763 in bills remaining. 
UPDATE: The Galbreaths have 
received $550 in gifts. They thank 
God Timothy is on the mend. 
Remaining bills total $14,213.

13. Lea Glennon: 538 N 325 W,
Valparaiso, IN 46385  Lea was
diagnosed with anemia during a 
test for a cyst removal. She was 
hospitalized and underwent a blood 
transfusion, resulting in bills totaling 
$2,639. UPDATE: Lea has received 
$1,060 in bill reductions and has 
added $1,175 in bills. She has 
received $1,482 in gifts, bringing 
the total needed to $1,272.

14. Abe & Clara Graber: 16763 
Old Auburn Rd., Huntertown, 
IN 46748  The Grabers’ infant son, 
Japheth, was born early and spent 10 
days in the hospital for premature 
lung development. The Grabers 
praise God that they received more 
than $50,000 in reductions, but 
they still have $6,312 remaining. 
UPDATE: The Grabers report 
$550 in gifts, bringing the amount 
needed to $5,762. 

15. Sally Hazard: 112 E Perkins 
St., Augusta, WI 54722-9079  Sally 
has a pre-existing knee condition 
that required replacement surgery. 
She would be grateful for help with 
her $47,955 in bills. UPDATE: 
Praise God! Sally reports $14,703 
in reductions and $450 in gifts, 
bringing the amount needed  
to $32,802.

16. Peter Heaton: 523 Park Point 
Dr. #350, Golden, CO 80401  Peter 
underwent a procedure to correct 
pectus excavatum, a congenital 
condition. He asks the CHM family 
for help with his bills totaling 
$34,408. UPDATE: Peter reports a 
total of $10,773 in gifts, bringing 
the total to $23,635.

17. Crystal Helman: 5 Jackson 
St., Norwalk, OH 44857  Crystal 
recently underwent gall bladder 
surgery followed by months of 
digestive complications. She asks 
the CHM family for help with bills 
totaling $13,434. UPDATE: Praise 
God! Crystal received $8,966 in 
reductions and $1,035 in gifts; the 
amount still needed is $3,433. 

18. Christine Hewett: 118 Forest 
Dr., Shallotte, NC 28470-4454  
Christine recently had surgery 
for pre-existing Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome. She asks the CHM family 
for help sharing her bills for $3,896. 
UPDATE: Christine reports $930 
in gifts, bringing the total needed 
to $2,966.

19. Ruth Heyer: 105 N. Oak 
St., George, IA 51237  Ruth has 
incurred $13,789 in medical bills 
for bladder repair and hysterectomy. 
UPDATE: Ruth reports $1,628 in 
added bills and $9,022 in gifts, 
bringing the total amount needed  
to $6,395.

20. Carrie Hipley: 2852 N 500 E, 
Kendallville, IN 46755  Carrie 
became pregnant before joining 
CHM and asks for help to share her 
bills totaling $2,095. UPDATE: 
Carrie has received $940 in gifts, 
reducing the amount needed  
to $1,155.

21. Joy Hirth: 1704 Pauline Blvd., 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103  Joy has 
metastatic breast cancer and asks for 
your help with her bills for $1,805. 
UPDATE: Joy has received $1,404 
in gifts and has added $2,081 in 
bills, bringing her need to $2,482.

22. Steven Hoggatt: PO Box 25, 
Philipsburg, MT 59858  Steven 
incurred $3,881 in bills for surgery 
for varicose veins. He asks the CHM 
family for help.

23. Dawn Hunter: 3559 Salem Rd. 
#17F, Covington, GA 30016  Dawn 
had surgery for a pre-existing 

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise hi
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How do I use 
the Giving 

Guide?

In the Giving Guide, 
find the range of 
membership numbers 
in which your number 
falls. You can send a 
gift to the need number 
that corresponds to your 
member number.

For example, if your 
number is 30700, you 
would send to need #02.

These directions are 
only suggestions; if you 
are not a CHM member 
or feel led by the Lord 
to give to a need other 
than the one suggested, 
please do so!

How do I send my gift? 
(Continued from the 
page 8 sidebar)

Option 2: You can 
send financial gifts to 
the CHM office and 
they will be forwarded 
to the recipient you 
choose. The advantage 
is that gifts sent in 
this manner are tax 
deductible.

Please make your 
check out to CHM and 
write “Prayer Page” 
and the name of the 
gift recipient in the 
memo line. We will 
deposit your check and 
generate another check 
to send to the recipient 
of your choice. We will 
forward any card or 
encouraging note that 
you include, or you can 
send it directly to the 
recipient.

up...The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective...James 5:15a, 16b

gallbladder condition and asks the 
CHM family for help with bills 
totaling $10,817. UPDATE: Dawn 
reports $5,964 in reductions, 
bringing the total needed to $4,853.

24. Anne Jones: 340 Greenleaf 
Lane, Bryan, TX 77808  Anne 
underwent an emergency 
hysterectomy. She obtained $39,461 
in bill reductions and still 
has $13,646 remaining. 
UPDATE: Anne has 
received $1,975 in gifts 
and has added $1,228 in 
bills, bringing the total 
needed to $12,899.

25. Marvin & Christine 
Kreider: 6667 Hwy JJ, 
Florence, MO 65329-
2170  The Kreiders’ 
infant son, Ashton, had 
tubes put in his ears. 
The Kreiders request 
help with bills totaling 
$1,966. UPDATE: The 
Kreiders report $115 in 
gifts, bringing the total 
needed to $1,851.

26. Lisa Kurtz: 3772 
Hunter Rd., Perrysville, 
OH 44864  Lisa has 
bills totaling $6,586 
from emergency surgery 
resulting from an ectopic 
(tubal) pregnancy.
UPDATE: Lisa reports 
$710 in gifts, bringing 
the total needed  
to $5,876.

27. Christey Lee: 258 
Hattie Lane, Hamilton, 
MT 59840  Christey became 
pregnant before joining CHM and 
has maternity bills totaling $1,397.

28. Waldo S. Legendre, Jr.: 217 
Walnut St., Covington, LA 70433  
Waldo suffers from congestive 
heart failure and had to have stents 
inserted. He asks for help with 
$156,585 in bills. UPDATE: Waldo 
reports $60,295 in reductions, 
$3,178 in added bills and $10,518 
in gifts, bringing the total needed  

to $88,950.

29. Sally Long: PO Box 1233, 
Newark, OH 43058  Sally 
underwent surgery for female 
problems and another surgery for 
related bladder problems. She asks 
the CHM family for help with 
$2,391 in bills.

30. Diana Manners: 2244 
Woodsdale Rd. Apt. B, Salem, 
OH 44460  Diana suffers from a 
gallbladder condition and asks for 
help with bills totaling $11,907. 
UPDATE: Diana reports $3,222 in 
gifts, bringing total bills to $8,685.

31. Bobby D. Memory, Jr.: PO 
Box 3943, Wilmington, NC 28406  
Bobby was born with a condition 
requiring numerous surgeries. He 
now needs help with $27,534 in 

bills from a pacemaker replacement 
operation. UPDATE: Bobby reports 
$3,437 in reductions and $740 in 
gifts. He now needs $23,357.

32. Thomas Miller: 7 Beverly Dr., 
Laurel, MS 39443  Thomas had 
two surgeries that did not qualify 
for sharing. His bills total $43,350. 
UPDATE: Thomas has received a 

total of $27,991 in gifts, 
reducing the amount 
needed to $15,359.

33. Frank Neumeister: 
28 Frank Lane, 
Ashland, PA 17921  
Frank incurred bills 
from a heart condition 
for $3,215. UPDATE: 
Frank has received 
$2,093 in reductions 
and has added $14,937 
in bills. He has 
received $1,095 in 
gifts, bringing the total 
amount to $14,964.

34. Jill Nissila: PO Box 
8, Hancock, MI 49930  
Jill had surgery for a 
chronic ankle condition 
resulting from injuries to 
her ATF ligament. She 
asks the CHM family for 
help with bills totaling 
$10,586. UPDATE: Jill 
reports $990 in gifts, 
$542 in reductions 
and $3,492 in added 
bills, bringing the total 
needed to $12,546.

35. Debra Panter: 2711 
Nickel Ave., Crescent 

City, CA 95531  Debra had ongoing 
female problems and underwent a 
hysterectomy. She asks the CHM 
family for help with bills totaling 
$39,185. UPDATE: Debra has 
received $670 in gifts, bringing the 
total needed to $38,515.

36. Genie Plumlee: 1105 
Independence Springs, Sherman, 
TX 75090  Genie was injured and 
underwent knee surgery. Her bills 
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Giving Guide
Membership # Need # Membership # Need #

10136-10483
10510-10599
10601-10696
10717-10848
10852-11381
11395-11611
11633-11849
11850-12153
12162-12427
12438-13075
13087-15286
15287-15640
15643-16020
16046-16603
16625-18125
18151-18492
18497-20110
20126-21062
21076-22619
22621-23149
23155-23571
23577-23918
23921-24173
24181-24471
24473-24862
24865-25152

04
39
41
36
20
13
27
01
25
51
29
47
21
08
10
18
17
22
37
23
38
11
06
14
26
43 

25160-25474
25475-25791
25793-26104
26105-26434
26435-26755
26757-27087
27093-27403
27406-27752
27753-28081
28082-28411
28412-28719
28720-29040
29041-29368
29371-29698
29699-30044
30046-30385
30388-30717
30718-31046
31047-B0137
B0169-C0186
C0191-D0693
D0694-E2178
E2219-G1224
G1228-J0472
J0473-X0317

19
49
46
45
30
48
09
50
34
24
05
12
33
32
44
42
02
40
31
16
03
15
35
07
28

Continued on the page 10 
sidebar



How do I send my gift? 
(Continued from the 
page 9 sidebar)

The Giving Guide on 
page 9 can help you 
choose a recipient.

Please send your gift to:
Christian Healthcare 
Ministries
Attn: Gift Processing
127 Hazelwood Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203
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I am listed on 
the Prayer Page. 

What are my 
responsibilities?

Individuals listed on 
the Prayer Page must 
report what monies 
they receive each 
month by the 15th (or 
the first business day 
after the 15th) of the 
following month.

Mail in your Donor 
Information Form, 
e-mail prayerpage@
chministries.org or 
call 800-971-6225 and 
ask for the Prayer Page.

The Donor Information 
Form also is available 
online at www.
chministries.org/
downloadforms.asp

Please note that to 
act fairly to everyone 
listed, Prayer Page 
guidelines state that 
CHM staff may rotate 
needs and remove 
listings of unresponsive 
persons without notice.

To obtain a copy of 
Prayer Page guidelines, 
contact us at the 
e-mail address or phone 
number listed above.

total $2,288. UPDATE: Genie 
reports a total of $1,396 in gifts, 
bringing the total needed to $892.

37. Gwynneth Preston: 1943 
Forest Ave., St. Louis, MO 63139  
Gwynneth suffers from tachycardia 
and received a heart ablation. After 
bill reductions, her need is $10,000. 
UPDATE: Gwynneth reports 
$5,160 in gifts, reducing the 
amount needed to $4,840.

38. Lesley Rennie: 114 Crystal Run 
Dr., Middletown, DE 19709  Lesley 
became pregnant within the 45-day 
waiting period to join CHM. She 
asks for help with $5,053 in bills.

39. Tanya Robinson: 102 
Congress St., Apt. 3, Belfast, ME 
04915  Tanya incurred $14,594 in 
medical bills from acute cysts & 
endometriosis. UPDATE: Praise 
God! Tanya reports that she has 
received $3,425 in reductions and a 
total of $10,449 in gifts, bringing 
the total needed to $720.

40. Mary Ann Scott: 1800 Alice 
Hall Rd., Golden, MS 38847  Mary 
Ann’s husband, Aubrey, had prostate 
cancer and passed away. Mary Ann is 
thankful for the gifts they’ve received 
but she still needs help to meet his 
$97,622 in bills. UPDATE: Mary 
Ann received $73,917 in reductions 
and $420 in gifts, bringing the 
total needed to $23,285.

41. Marc & Katharine Sinnock: 
600 N. Eustis Dr., Indianapolis, 
IN 46229  Marc and Katharine 
ask for gifts and prayer for a 
family member with a pre-existing 
condition. They have bills totaling 
$8,950. UPDATE: The Sinnocks 
have received $2,050 in reductions 
and $6,122 in gifts, bringing the 
total to $778.

42. Stuart Smith: 145 Cottage 
Grove Dr., Collierville, TN 
38017  Stuart incurred $82,335 
in medical bills for a pre-existing 
heart condition.  UPDATE: Stuart 
has received $44,118 from CHM 
members. He also has received 

$17,954 in reductions. His total 
need is now $20,263.

43. Rev. Tommy Smith: PO Box 
403, Gibson, TN 38338  Rev. 
Smith had a heart catheterization 
due to a blocked artery. He incurred 
bills totaling $9,540. UPDATE: 
Rev. Smith reports $3,367 in gifts, 
bringing his bills to $6,173.

44. Rev. Myron Stump: PO Box 
245, Union City, IN 47390  Rev. 
Stump incurred $15,248 in bills 
for heart surgery and asks the 
CHM family for help. UPDATE: 
Rev. Stump has received $14,794 
in reductions and $23,345 in 
added bills. He reports $5,893 in 
gifts, bringing the total needed to 
$17,906.

45. Sandra Thrash: 190 Gilmers 
Chapel Rd., Conehatta, MS 39057  
Sandra underwent a gallbladder 
removal procedure and incurred bills 
for $10,000. UPDATE: Sandra 
reports $1,925 in gifts, bringing the 
total needed to $8,075.

46. Jane Todd: 12837 Benchland 
Rd., Denton, MT 59430  Jane 
suffers from a leg ulcer condition and 
asks the CHM family for help with 
bills totaling $7,602. UPDATE: 
Jane reports $400 in gifts and $345 
in added bills, bringing the total 
needed to $7,547.

47. Mary Trotzke: PO Box 2283, 
Dot Lake, AK 99737  Mary is 
a longtime missionary who had 
bunion/foot surgery. She received 
a $10,000 bill reduction and her 
remaining bills total $6,142. 
UPDATE: Mary has received 
$3,668 in gifts, bringing her need 
to $2,474.

48. Kenneth Roy Tufly: PO Box 
144, Dixon, MT 59831  Roy 
had surgery for a partial knee 
replacement. His bills total $19,552. 
UPDATE: Roy reports a total of 
$9,736 in gifts, reducing his need to 
$9,816.

49. Daniel Wagenmann: PO Box 

914, Darby, MT 59829-0914  
Daniel’s wife, Connie, had cancer 
and went to be with the Lord. Daniel 
still needs your help to meet her bills 
totaling $11,960. UPDATE: Daniel 
has $16,055 in added bills and 
received a total of $20,637 in gifts, 
bringing the total needed to $7,378.

50. Linda Whiteside: 7666 
Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, 
CA 90046  Linda underwent uterine 
fibroid embolization. However, 
her condition is pre-existing and 
her charges are $9,861. UPDATE: 
Linda reports $9,622 in gifts and 
$11,391 in added bills, bringing 
the total needed to $11,630.

51. Roxane Witmer: 6415 
Buchanan Trail W, Mercersburg, 
PA 17236  Roxane underwent an 
upper endoscopy for an esophagus 
problem. She asks for help with bills 
totaling $2,195. UPDATE: Roxane 
received $280 in reductions and $50 
in gifts, bringing the total needed 
to $1,865.

Glenn Boyd: Unit 3019 
SCSDR, 3170 Airmans Drive, 
Fort Pierce, FL 34946  Glenn 
suffered a heart attack while 
teaching in the Dominican 
Republic and was life flighted 
to the United States. His flight 
cost $16,700. UPDATE: Glenn 
has received a total of $4,133 
in gifts, bringing the amount 
needed to $12,567.

Non-Assigned need:
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Jordan Robinson (continued from page 1)

basketball, for which he 
earned Most Valuable 
Player (MVP) trophies 
and various awards.   

In high school, a lump 
developed on Jordan’s leg 
that we assumed was a 
basketball injury. While 
playing varsity basketball 
at North Greenville 
University (NGU) in 
South Carolina, he told 
us that he experienced 
unusual pain whenever 
his leg was kicked or hit.

In May 2007 we visited 
a sports orthopedic 
surgeon, who believed 
the lump was a herniated 
muscle or an abscess. In 
June, Jordan underwent 
surgery.  In July we 
learned the lump was 
cancerous. Two more 
surgeries took place in 
August and Jordan wore 
a wound VAC (Vacuum 
Assisted Closure) device 
for five weeks. He had 
skin graft surgery on 
Sept. 24.

Jordan’s diagnosis seemed 
surreal. Our precious, strong, athletic 
son had cancer. Why? What were we 
to do? My mind cycled through all the 
possibilities, especially the most fearsome 
one. Surely we wouldn’t lose him! 

Doctors reported “clear margins” after 
Jordan’s summer surgeries and we thought 
he’d be able to move on with his life. He 
wanted to continue his education at NGU 
and spent part of the first semester of his 
sophomore year rolling around campus in 
a wheelchair. He demonstrated incredible 
humility and grace considering that he 
went from one of the fastest athletes in 

the school to having limited mobility and 
increased dependence on others.

In October, Jordan told me he discovered 
a knot in his calf and swollen lymph nodes 
in his right groin. More MRI, CAT and 
PET scans revealed that the sarcoma had 
spread into his lymphatic system. 

Our family was heartbroken by the news. 
We threw ourselves on the mercy of the 
Lord, begging for a healing miracle. His 
daily grace and provision surrounded us 
even when our hearts felt like they had 
been shred to pieces. God showed up 
in many ways, usually through people 

offering gifts, prayer, cards, visits, phone 
calls and various other expressions of love 
that were showered on Jordan.

NGU also supported Jordan during his 
ordeal. Just before he began chemotherapy 
in November 2007, he attended a college 
chapel service and was asked to pray in 
front of the assembly. Afterwards, we 
were permitted to hand out copies of Kirk 
Cameron’s Soundly Saved CD to 1,500 
students. Jordan’s goal, as always, was to 
point others to Jesus Christ.

See “Jordan Robinson,” page 13
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Happy living (continued from page 2)

As parents, my wife and I derive a great 
deal more joy from seeing the looks on our 
sons’ faces when they receive gifts from us 
than we do when we receive something for 
ourselves.

As members of this ministry, you are 
bringing joy to people every day, people 
you’ve never met, never seen and to whom 
you’ve never spoken.

You do it through your monthly financial 

gifts. You do it through your extra giving. 
You do it through sharing with members 
whose names are on our Prayer Page. 

This ministry provides multiple ways for 
Christians to lift up fellow members of the 
Body of Christ. 

Do we have a higher calling, other than to 
love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
soul and strength?

Shane Claiborne delivered to us on Oct. 
14 a message of the joy of giving. It is a 
timeless message. Its genesis is found in 
the very heart of God.

In this Christmas season, we thank every 
one of you for all that you do to see to the 
needs of other Christians. We have had 
another wonderful year. People’s lives have 
been touched, helped and changed.

Merry Christmas!

Friends (continued from page 1)

prognosis on the basis of Survival, Evasion, 
Resistance and Escape (SERE) data 
gathered from nine geographical regions 
across the country. I can’t do that with 
alternative approaches. 

With only one exception – a small study 
involving melanoma – no one in the 
alternative treatment cases produced any 
objective measurement to validate their 
claims. All it would have taken was for 
them to devote a college student to a 
summer project to do what is referred to 
as a retrospective review of a sampling 
of cases. That could identify the true 

rate of cure and compare it with SERE 
surveillance data here in the United States.

If you really feel called to help people 
find solutions to perplexing health care 
problems, and you are convinced of this 
clinic’s success, then challenge them to 
do a retrospective review and to publish 
some reliable data. Or perhaps there is 
some aspiring young researcher you could 
encourage to take on such a valuable 
project. As long as people are telling the 
truth, the old adage holds: numbers don’t 
lie. And I would be more than happy to 
share those numbers with our constituency. 

After all, it’s really their best interests that 
we all have at heart.

From a student of the Great Physician,

P.S. For a much more complete analysis of 
medical approaches, see A Biblical Guide 
to Alternative Medicine (©2003 Regal 
Books, by Neil T. Anderson and Michael 
D. Jacobson). It’s out of print, but you 
can still find it through outlets such as 
Amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com.

Alternative treatment (continued from page 4)

statistic. It proves that Bring-a-Friend 
really is the lifeblood of this ministry.”

Mull said that according to a recent 
study,* even at CHM’s highest 
participation level (Gold), CHM 
participation is 55 to 65 percent less 
than the average price of HMO, PPO, 
and POS health insurance plans. 

To help boost new joiner rates, Mull and 
other CHM staff members will execute 
a Bring-a-Friend campaign beginning 
in early 2009. The campaign focus is to 
stimulate and encourage more members to 
bring friends into the ministry.

“Members who brought one friend into the 
ministry in the past will be encouraged to 
bring two next year,” she said. “Those who 
haven’t brought any will be given all the 
tools they need to share CHM with friends 
and family.”

Mull explained that the campaign isn’t 
merely a membership drive. “We at CHM 
aren’t driven by profits or sales goals,” 
she said. “Building this ministry directly 
benefits both those who join and those who 
are already members, particularly if they 
have medical needs in our system.” She 
said that ultimately more members mean 
that medical bills are shared faster. It also 

keeps monthly financial gifts low.

*Figures taken from the 2007 Annual 
Employer Health Benefits Survey, Kaiser 
Family Foundation and Health Research and 
Educational Trust.

Editor’s note: The CHM staff thanks the many 
members who have taken the initiative to bring 
others into the ministry. If you have questions 
about Bring-a-Friend, please contact the 
Member Assistance department at 1-800-791-
6225, ext. 5993 or nmull@chministries.org. 
Detailed information is available at www.
chministries.org/bringafriend.asp.
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Jordan underwent seven rounds of 
chemotherapy and 36 radiation treatments. 
We continued to hope for a full recovery.

In May 2008, more scans revealed a tumor 
still in Jordan’s leg that caused many 
other tumors to form. Doctors suggested 
amputation; we didn’t know what to 
do. The tumors spread despite all of the 
conventional and alternative treatments 
we sought. In hindsight, we realized 
we probably should have had the leg 
amputated below the knee the previous 
summer, but at that time we hardly 
understood anything about his mysterious 
condition.

Our second son, Joshua, was married 
on June 14, and Jordan was able to go 
down the aisle with the assistance of 
crutches. His hair—lost during the 
chemo treatments—had grown back and 

he looked very handsome. Everyone was 
thrilled to see him there looking much 
healthier. 

However, Jordan’s health declined in July 
and August as he rapidly lost weight and 
muscle. Eventually he was confined to bed. 
We had some wonderful conversations 
about the Lord, suffering, prayer, and why 
God sometimes says “yes” and sometimes 
gives “no” for an answer. Jordan said that 
all he wanted to do was serve God every 
day.

He cried out to the Lord to let him die and 
be with Jesus if He didn’t choose to heal 
him. God finally answered Jordan’s prayer 
at 3:15 p.m. August 19, 2008, just days 
before his 21st birthday.

Jordan is now whole, healed and running 
with the angels. What a hero! Despite his 
youth, he was a great example of maturity 
and courage to everyone he met.

My husband, Jimmy, and I don’t know 
why God chose to take him, but we 
trust in His purpose. One of our friends 
remarked, “I don’t know why God didn’t 
heal Jordan, but it wasn’t because of lack 
of prayer.” Through Jordan’s ordeal we 
learned that God is more interested in our 
holiness than our happiness. Our great 
savior can write bright lessons on the 
blackboard of trials. We continue to cling 
to Scripture verses symbolic of Jordan’s life 
and death:

As you know, we consider blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance 
and have seen what the Lord finally brought 
about. The Lord is full of compassion and 
mercy. –James 5:11

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death or mourning or crying 
or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away. –Revelation 21:4

But this happened so that the work of God 
might be displayed in his life. –John 9:3b

During his ordeal, we created a website for 
Jordan on www.caringbridge.org. On 
the day of his death, I wrote:

“Jordan Paul Robinson, one of my 
very best friends as well as my favorite 
third son, graduated into heaven this 
afternoon…His last breath here on earth…
was his first breath in heaven. He has left 
the land of the dying to enter the land of 
the living. ‘To be absent from the body 
is to be present with the Lord.’ ‘To live 
is Christ and to die is gain.’ Jordan Paul 
gained today.”

Editor’s note: Jordan’s illness incurred nearly 
$500,000 in medical bills. The Robinson 
family has been working along with CHM to 
obtain medical bill reductions. Medicaid and 
Jordan’s college health insurance policy will help 
pay some of the bills. An as of yet undertermined 
portion of the bills will be presented for 
sharing by CHM members when the amount of 
assistance available from other parties has been 
clearly established.

If you would like to send cards or words of 
encouragement to the Robinson family, their 
address is:

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Robinson 
117 Greystone Way 
Taylors, SC 29687

Jordan Robinson (continued from page 11)

Hello everyone! How is it going? 
I am doing better and getting 
my appetite back. I was just 
calculating the calories I 
need to consume to gain back 
some weight I lost during the 
treatment and surgeries. My leg 
is still healing, but it is getting 
better. My hair is starting to 
“sprout” just a little bit and 
I can’t wait until I have a 
full head of hair again and a 
beard. I will be going to Fort 
Worth, Texas, tomorrow to 
see my brother, Jeff, graduate 
from seminary. I want to 
thank everyone who has sent 
me comments and has thought 
about me in the trial I have had 
for several months. I appreciate 
all of it. I have felt down about 
it at times, but your prayers and 
support have lifted me up again. 
I pray that the Lord will bless 
you with His love.”

–From a post on www.caringbridge.org 
Jordan wrote May 5, 2008

The Robinson family at Christmas 2007. 
Jordan is on the far right (in the white cap).
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Letters to Christian Healthcare Ministries

We’d love to 
hear from you!
Send us your 
letters:

Christian Healthcare 
Ministries
Attn: Editor
127 Hazelwood Ave.
Barberton, OH 44203
-or-
editor@chministries.org

Editor’s note: Letters sent 
to CHM and printed on 
this page may be edited for 
length or grammar.

Just as the church of Christ is not a building, Christian 
Healthcare Ministries is not an office in Ohio. 

These letters represent what you who participate in CHM are 
accomplishing for each other and for the cause of Christ. 

You, through your collective and faith-based sharing and 
support, make this ministry possible. We are privileged to serve 
you. We are privileged to serve Him.

-Rev. Howard Russell

Dear Christian Healthcare 
Ministries:

My husband, David, passed away 
unexpectedly on August 9. We were 
having lunch together and he began 
to feel sick. As was our custom 
(and in a “kidding” fashion), I 
asked him if he wanted to go to the 
hospital. When he said yes, I knew 
something was terribly wrong.

We drove to the emergency room. 
However, since we did not arrive 
by ambulance, the hospital staff 
was very casual in their response to 
our presence. There was no sense 
of urgency! David kept saying, 
“Help me, I’m going.” Within 45 
minutes, he had died.

Initially the doctor told me he had 
a blood clot in his lung. However, 
a preliminary autopsy showed 
he suffered an aortic aneurysm. 
Needless to say, I was devastated.

I am currently staying with my 
oldest son in Los Angeles. My 
children want me to move here, 
which is a strong possibility since 
all three of them live in the area.

I do not have a job and recently 
faced foreclosure on our house.  
I covet your prayers.

Thank you,

Linda Whiteside
Freeburg, IL

Editor’s note: If you would like to send a 
card or note of encouragement to Linda, 

please send to: Linda Whiteside, 7666 
Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90046

Dear Christian Healthcare 
Ministries staff: 

I just wanted to send a note 
of thanks for your ministry of 
Christians helping Christians with 
their medical bills. We appreciate 
how you recently helped us.

My husband is not a member and 
quite frankly did not believe that 
you would help with any of our 
bills. Every month he told me that 
he thought the program was a hoax. 

I praise God that when the checks 
arrived from CHM to pay the 
hospital bill, his smile was a mile 
wide! We are both very thankful to 
you because the medical situation 
was a great hardship and we did not 
have any other means of assistance 
in taking care of our bills.

I am doing well and feeling 
great. I trust God and am using 
the wisdom He has shown me to 
make diet and lifestyle changes to 
keep the cancer from recurring. 
I have chosen not to undergo 
chemotherapy or radiation but am 
doing my best to stay healthy.

I also am sharing the message of 
Christian Healthcare Ministries 
with my church family.

Thank you again.

Sincerely,

Linda Sheckells
English, IN

Dear Christian Healthcare 
Ministries:

I know that you encourage me 
as a CHM member to tell my 
health care providers that I am a 
self-pay patient and to ask for bill 
reductions. 

I want to let everyone know that 
it really works! While making an 
appointment for a mammogram, 
I told the receptionist that I did 
not have health insurance. She 
gave me the phone number for a 
Pennsylvania program for healthy 
women. The program allows 
women over age 40 to receive free 
mammograms and annual exams.

Although I decided against 
participating in the program 
because I would have had to switch 
doctors, I requested a discount from 
my doctor’s office. I was told  
I would receive at least a 10 percent 
discount if I pay the entire bill on 
the day of service.

Thank you for providing this kind 
of helpful information to CHM 
members.

Sincerely,

Becky Detwiler
York, PA



Prayer requests this month: These are prayer requests only. Please send your monthly financial gift to 
the CHM office (see instructions on your yellow Member Gift Form). We invite you to send cards or words of encouragement to the 
people listed below. 
John Turner: 4808 Chucks Pl., 
Gainesville, VA 20155  John recently 
was in an ATV accident and suffered a 
concussion and broken clavicle.

Paul & Gretel Haglin: 300 Eagles Nest 
Farm Rd., Hawk Point, MO 63349-
2000  Gretel recently was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease. Please keep the Haglins 
in your prayers.

ClaraLou Joyce: 7380 E Placita de la 
Intriga, Tucson, AZ 85751  ClaraLou was 
diagnosed with cancer and is undergoing 
chemotherapy. She asks for your prayers.

Irene Hoff: 803 Westwind Dr., Lodi, 

CA 95242-3733  The Hoff family is facing 
numerous medical situations and requests 
prayer from the CHM family.

Lynn Cayton (no address provided)  Lynn 
asks for prayer because she needs to undergo 
an operation that doctors will not perform 
without payment upfront.

Hannah Updike: 28630 Lennon School 
Rd., Oelrichs, SD 57763  Hannah is a 
16-year-old who was diagnosed with Crohn’s 
disease in July and has been in and out of 
the hospital. The Updikes report that 100 
percent of their bills were written off!

Paul & Bobbi Schroder: PO Box 207, 

Weippe, ID 83553  Bobbi recently gave 
birth to her son, Evan, at home. The baby 
has Down Syndrome.

Robert Dansby: 25140 Firetower Rd., 
Holden, LA 70744  Robert recently 
experienced kidney failure and function at 
only 20 percent. When he went for more 
testing, doctors found nothing wrong!

Joe Magalsky: 6 Queen Ln., Livingston, 
MT 59047  Joe requests prayer that his son, 
Joseph, will return to living a godly lifestyle.

Carolyn Ford: PO Box 1657, Keaau, HI 
96749  Carolyn recently was diagnosed with 
breast cancer and requests prayer.

Christian Healthcare Ministries (hereinafter “CHM”), a not-for-profit religious organization, is not an insurance company. No ministry operations or publications are 
offered through or operated by an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. 
Whether any CHM member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be entirely voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an 
insurance policy. Whether you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Florida Residents: A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free, 
within the state of Florida. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State of Florida. 1-800-435-7352 Our Florida registration number 
is SC-03543. CHM has not retained any professional solicitors or professional fundraising consultants and 100% of each contribution is received by our organization.

Especially for Kentucky Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by an insurance company and 
they are not offered through an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. 
Whether any member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. 
Whether you receive any gifts for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Maryland Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 
insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. No other member will be compelled 
to contribute toward the cost of your medical bills. Therefore, CHM should never be considered a substitute for an insurance policy. This activity is not regulated by the 
Maryland Insurance Administration, and your liabilities are not covered by the Maryland Life and Health Guarantee Fund. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for 
medical expenses and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Oklahoma Residents: This is not an insurance policy. It is a voluntary program that is neither approved, endorsed or regulated by the Oklahoma Department 
of Insurance and the program is not guaranteed under the Oklahoma Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Association.

Especially for Pennsylvania Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 
insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 
the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for insurance. Whether you receive any financial gifts for 
medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for South Dakota Residents: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s program is not an insurance contract. This plan does not fall under the jurisdiction of 
the South Dakota Division of Insurance and the plan is not covered under the South Dakota guaranty fund.

Especially for Wisconsin Residents: Attention: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 
insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 
the burden of your medical bills is entirely voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts 
for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.

CHM legal notices
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