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 Brother’s Keeper = $35,590,762
 Maternity needs  = $85,377,400
 Illness needs = $353,937,765

Total Shared in 2019 
$499,917,94674%

26%  Gold Schedule = $18,553,226
 Prayer Page = $6,387,246
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Medical bill sharing time 
shortened by 38 percent 
in 2020 program (through 

which members 
receive a free month 
of membership for each 
new member they 
bring to the ministry) 
and increased with 
the passage of the 
Affordable Care Act, 
which made having 
health cost support a 
legal requirement.

“Christians typically obey 
the law,” Brown said. “As such, 
more Christians searched for—and found 
in CHM—a biblical solution to their 
healthcare costs.” 

An increase in members saw a dramatic 
rise in the number and amount of medical 
bills being submitted for sharing. 

The ministry added staff, improved its 
internal processes, used communication 
with members to cut down on the 
unnecessary forms or other information 
sent to the ministry that slows work on 
bill sharing and increased the monthly 
financial gift amounts.

The combination of these four actions saw 
a fall in sharing time. A year ago, sharing 

Continued on page 14

Medical bill reimbursement sharing 
time for Christian Healthcare Ministries 
members has substantially shortened 
since the end of 2019—and work to 
further reduce sharing time continues. 

Medical bill sharing is now generally 
taking between 75-90 days, approximately 
a 38 percent drop since the end of 2019. 

“Sharing time is of great importance to 
CHM members and our staff,” said J. Craig 
Brown, CHM president and CEO. “Sharing 
time reductions help CHM members, 
their healthcare providers, the providers’ 
employees, hospitals—everyone who is in 
any way touched by a reimbursed bill.

“There is a great deal of work required to 
verify if bills are eligible for sharing,” he 
added. “Nevertheless, CHM staff have put 
in place new processes to whittle down 
the length of time needed to process and 
share medical bills. The work to shorten 
sharing time even further is continuing 
daily.”

CHM experienced a five-year period 
of exponential growth during which 
hundreds of thousands of members joined 
the ministry. The growth is principally 
fueled by the ministry’s Bring-a-Friend 
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#IamCHM Day was a hit—thanks 
to who you are
Without you, there is no CHM. Thank you 
for being part of this vibrant community 
of believers that helps each other through 
some of life’s toughest circumstances! 

Gratitude is overflowing from CHM staff 
and Prayer Page participants to those who 
contributed to #IamCHM Day through 
prayer, story sharing and giving to the 
Prayer Page. What makes it even better 
is that it gives God glory and helps His 
people. 

July 16 also celebrated you as CHM 
members. You showed your passion for 
helping one another by giving to Prayer 
Page needs. More than $102,000 was 
received from over 1,600 CHM member 
contributors, exceeding every goal for 
which we'd hoped or prayed. 

Every cent will go to meeting the needs of 
Prayer Page participants, CHM members 
whose medical bills are from pre-existing 
conditions and who are eligible to receive 
additional sharing support through extra 
giving from CHM members. 

#IamCHM Day giving was an important 
boost in addition to members’ regular 
Prayer Page giving. In the last 12 months, 
members shared more than $6.5 million 
toward Prayer Page needs. Thank you for 
helping to meet these needs!

Your stories made a difference 

The lead-up to #IamCHM Day included 
videos, testimonies, social media 
engagement, and a website page, which 
explained the basis for the special event: 

"#IamCHM is a statement of who you are, 
who we are, and what together we represent 
to the world by reflecting the light of Jesus’ 
words in John 13:35, 'By this everyone will 
know that you are My disciples, if you love 
one another.'"

"Because you are CHM, everyone who sees 
what you do through this ministry knows 
that you love your fellow Christians."

Thank you to those who shared 
testimonial videos explaining how you’ve 
been blessed by CHM financially and 
spiritually—both given and received—as 
well as through cards and letters from 
CHM members to each other. 

A video from Mark LaCrosse of Seattle, 
Wash. is indicative of the response from 
those members who embraced #IamCHM. 
After receiving sharing assistance from 
CHM members for a heart procedure, Mark 
mentioned in his video that his confidence 
in fellow ministry members—even as 
he enters a new season of battling acute 
myeloid leukemia. After receiving sharing 
assistance from CHM members for a heart 
procedure, Mark mentioned in his video 
that he has confidence in fellow ministry 
members to share his medical expenses—
even as he enters a new season of battling 
acute myeloid leukemia and undergoes 
costly treatment.

My name is Mark LaCrosse, and #IamCHM. 
Thank you for allowing us to be part of 
this family that has been a blessing to us 
and to so many people. […] I still 

CHM members donated

on #IamCHM Day
$102,093.09

on #IamCHM Day
1,600people

ov
er donated

Continued on page 14

Share the message with your friends 
about CHM’s biblical method of health 
cost sharing and share your #IamCHM 
story, and you’ll earn a free month for 
every friend who joins CHM—thanks to 
the ministry’s Bring-a-Friend program.

Bringing a friend to 
CHM is simple:
1 Tell your friend about CHM. You 
can use the Member Portal to send 
an email invitation that automatically 
fills in your member number on your 
friend's application when they enroll 
online. You can share CHM’s social 
media posts through our online 
platforms. Better yet, tell others how 
CHM has encouraged and helped you 
through your own medical incidents.

2 Show your friend how to sign up. 
You can give them a printed application 
that they can mail to the CHM offices, 
or it's easy to sign up online.

3 Make sure they use your name and 
member number on their application. 
This is an important step—it’s the 
only way our staff will know to credit 
you when your friend signs up. 

4 Enjoy your free month. Your 
account will be credited with 
a free month of membership 
after your friend submits their 
third monthly financial gift. 

The Bring-a-Friend program is 
our way of saying thank you for 
introducing people to CHM’s biblical, 
compassionate and faithful health 
cost sharing solution for Christians. 

Ready to share the message? Know 
of a Christian friend who could use 
CHM? Take the next steps by visiting 
chministries.org/bringafriend.

Editor's note: Bring-a-Friend credits 
cap at 12 credits per calendar year. 3
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Ask the CHM staff: 
"How do I bring a 
friend to CHM?"

http://chministries.org/bringafriend


Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O.
Medical Director,  
Christian Healthcare Ministries

127 Hazelwood Ave., Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225 | Fax: 330-848-4322

doc@chministries.org 
(My office requires one week for responses. 
This service isn’t intended for acute problems 
or to replace the advice of your physician.)

Palpitations: simple steps for 
those at low risk for heart disease

The April 2020 edition of HealthWatch 
focused on heart palpitations, noting the 
following details:

Palpitations—awareness of atypical 
heartbeats, usually accompanied by a 
disagreeable sensation—are common and 
not often a cause for serious concern.

Underlying causes are broadly divided 
into cardiac (caused by a problem with 
the heart itself ) and non-cardiac. 

Cardiac palpitations are more common in 
the elderly, who have a higher incidence 
of heart disease or other diseases—such 
as diabetes, hypertension or kidney 
disease—that can directly cause heart 
damage.

Non-cardiac 
causes are more 
common in 
younger 
individuals 
and 
involve an 
endless 
list of 
conditions 
that can 
stimulate a 
normal, healthy 
heart to beat faster 
or erratically. Anxiety 
and panic disorder cause 
about one-third of non-
cardiac palpitation cases. Other 
contributors include low blood 
sugar swings (especially in diabetics), 
medications, infections and thyroid or 

other organ problems. 

I received the following communication 
from a member: 

I saw your article on heart palpitations. 
Earlier this year I began experiencing daily 
heart issues: no pain or tingling—just 
sensations such as quivering. I especially 
notice them at night when I hug my pillow. 
I’m a healthy, 50-year-old mom of three, 
with minimal stress. I’m not overweight, and 
I have no family history of heart problems. 
The doctor’s office recommends an in-office 
EKG, which isn’t too costly, but the suggested 
heart monitor would be almost $1,000. 
Could you please advise if I should wait and 
see if this goes away, or if I need to have 
my symptoms checked out? Is it normal for 
palpitations to go on for months? 

Dr. Jacobson’s response: Palpitations are 
quite common and account for as many as 
10 percent of visits to primary care clinics. 
They can persist for months and even 
years.

Given that you’re a healthy 50-year-
old, the likelihood is relatively minimal 
that your palpitations are caused by a 

structural disease 
of the heart or 

other organ. 
When we 

use EKGs 
and 
event 
monitors 
to test 

patients 
with 

symptoms 
such as 

yours, we 
typically don’t find 

anything, conclude the 
condition is not serious, 

and tell them not to worry. 
In that light, you can take the 

following simple, inexpensive steps 
to evaluate symptoms on your own: 

Whenever you have palpitations, check 
your pulse—either in your wrist, elbow 

or neck—to confirm that what you’re 
feeling is truly a fast or irregular heart 
rhythm. Many people feel like their heart 
is beating irregularly, only to find that it is 
actually beating normally when the pulse 
is checked. This is especially true when 
anxiety or nerves are involved. 

Log your symptoms. I suggest using 
something basic, such as a monthly 
calendar on your refrigerator. Rate your 
symptoms on a scale of 0 to 3:

0 — a perfect day without any palpitations 

1 — only mild, rare symptoms

2 — moderate symptoms 

3 — severe, constant and/or distressing 
symptoms

Review the previous 12-24 hours for 
clues as to what might be triggering 
dysrhythmias. The heart accelerates in 
response to increased stimulation from 
the sympathetic “fight or flight” nervous 
system: nerve endings in the heart can 
stimulate organs through the release of 
stress hormones (catecholamines) such as 
adrenaline and cortisol. Assess whether 
anything was different about your day—
what you did, what happened, what you 
ate or how you felt. Were you upset or 
stressed? Did you eat something different 
or an unusual amount of a particular food? 
Low blood sugar and food sensitivities can 
also trigger adrenaline or cortisol release. 
Note possible causations on the calendar, 
and see if you discover any patterns. 

Consider a trial magnesium supplement. 
Magnesium is a positively charged ion that 

#Iam
CHM Continued on page 17
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Grateful for CHM, COVID-19 patient says “God’s love 
can move mountains” By Keith Weitermann, Aurora, Ill. 

I’ll testify here and now that I’m a living 
miracle. I’m glad that in an ever-changing 
world, we have a never-changing God who 
will always love us. 

As I replay my battle with COVID-19, all I 
can think of are the multiple miracles God 
provided. 

I didn’t know at first that I had COVID-19. I 
had a fever and a cough that I attempted 
to treat at home. After a week without 
improvement, I went to the hospital. They 
said I had pneumonia; they gave me some 
medicine and told me to go home. I was 
told to return if I got worse. 

Several days later, I explained to an 
EMT friend that I still felt poorly. He 
immediately said, “I’m coming over."  This 
is when the first miracle happened. God 
put it on my friend’s heart to come over 
immediately, even after I told him not 
to come. He showed up with an oxygen 
monitor, and after testing me said, “If 
you were a 911 call, I would have you on 
oxygen now.” 

Debbie, my wife, drove me back to the 
hospital. The hardest part was walking 
in knowing Debbie had to stay outside. 
It's much harder being the one waiting 

outside than the one seeking treatment 
inside. 

The ER personnel reacted instantly; in less 
than five minutes, they had me connected 
to all sorts of medical equipment. Alarms 
started going off and the ER doctor yelled, 
“Get him on oxygen. Now!” 

Member faces nearly $250,000 in medical bills, 
“very thankful” for Brother’s Keeper By Kathryn Smucker, Elverson, Pa.

I always knew that Jesus was 
beside me, and that gave me 
hope.

My husband, Drew, and I 
joined CHM in September 
1996. Over the years, we had 
bills to submit but no serious 
injuries or sicknesses.  

However, one weekend in 
July, I experienced stomach 
pain and nausea. After 
five days, I went to my 
family doctor. She ordered 
a CT scan, which showed 
a thickening of my small 
intestines and lesions on 
my liver; we were a little worried. An MRI 
showed that the lesions were nothing 
serious; however, we had no answers 
about my intestines. My doctor gave me 
antibiotics, which helped for a time. 

My symptoms continued off and on 
through November, and I lost 35 pounds. 
As much as I dislike going to the hospital, I 
finally asked Drew to take me. 

They admitted me and 
performed test after test to 
determine what was wrong. 
Over my week-long stay, I 
had no appetite and didn’t 
eat. I also struggled with my 
electrolyte levels because 
of Gitelman syndrome, a 
genetic condition that causes 
an imbalance of potassium, 
magnesium and calcium. I was 
constantly getting infusions.

The doctors agreed to 
discharge me once I could eat 
again. Nothing tasted good, 
but I managed to eat a little. 

I was discharged and went home weak, 
but okay—or so we thought. After six 
hours, I had the most horrible pain that I’d 

Continued on page 15

Continued on page 16

 They later told 
Debbie that if I 

hadn't come in that day, 
I wouldn't have made 
it through the night." 
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In turbulent 
times like these, 
the Lord and His 
wisdom enable 

us to find safety, constancy and peace. 
We're all individual parts of this body of 
Christ that is CHM. Together we seek His 
face, and that brings peace, wisdom and 
joy. 

• Psalm 51:6 (NIV), “Yet you desired 
faithfulness even in the womb; you 
taught me wisdom in that secret 
place.”  

• Colossians 2:2-3 (NIV), “My goal is 
that they may be encouraged in 

heart and united in love, so that they 
may have the full riches of complete 
understanding, in order that they may 
know the mystery of God, namely, 
Christ, in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

In Christ are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge, and Christ is 
the free gift that God has given to us. 
CHM’s leaders daily seek to humble 
themselves before the Lord. The following 
2020 financial statistics demonstrate His 
faithfulness, His wisdom and His blessing 
here at CHM.

• In 2020, CHM to date is serving over 
9,000 new members.

• Despite a pandemic and economic 
volatility, CHM members have 
faithfully sent their monthly 
membership gifts.

• July 2020 saw a more than $114,000 
increase in charitable giving.  

• CHM members are sharing an average 
of $53 million of each other’s medical 
bills per month, as compared to a 2019 
average of $41 million per month.

Continued on page 15

A season of growth
B y  C h a r i t y  B e a l l , C H M  C h ie f  F in a n c ia l  O ffi c e r  (C F O ) &  T r e a s u r e r

Meet your staff: Frederick Bracken, Jodi Brown, 
Rebecca Holland, Bryon Jones and Atanya Photikam

Frederick 
Bracken
In f o rm a t io n  T e c h n o lo g y

When and how did you 
become a Christian? 
When I was in high school, 

I met some new friends who regularly 
attended a youth group. They invited 
me along, and I enjoyed my time there. 
My friends went over Scripture, and then 
they would answer questions and discuss 
personal stories. It was a comfortable 
setting, and I felt that I could openly ask 
about anything that came across my mind. 
This led me down the path of faith I am on 
now.

Jodi Brown
M em b e r  B i l l  P r o c e s s in g

What character trait do 
you most admire and 
why? Humility. I admire 
those who go about life 

doing things for others without requiring 
recognition. We should always stay 
humble and kind. 

Rebecca Holland
M a rk e t in g

How do you hope to 
make a difference at 
CHM? I hope to make 
a difference at CHM 

by helping to create the best possible 
member experience, no matter where 
someone is in their journey. I also want to 
help foster a deep sense of community 
amongst our members by increasing 
awareness of what CHM is, how it works, 
and why it is the perfect solution for so 
many people. 

Bryon Jones
M em b e r  R e c o rd s

What do you like to do 
for fun? I enjoy reading, 
gardening, spending time 
with family and friends, 

artifact hunting and raising rabbits to 
educate 4-H youth. However, my first love 
is traveling. My wife and I love seeing the 
beauty God has created in so many places. 

Atanya Photikam
M em b e r  S e r v ic e s

What small and 
seemingly insignificant 
decision had a huge 
effect on your life? In 

2006, I moved to Ohio from California for a 
Bible training program. Though it was 
supposed to be only a year-long program, 
I decided to stay here. I had my own plans, 
but God’s plans were far greater than my 
own. 

October 2020 



P le a s e  d o  n o t  s e n d  fi n a n c i a l  
g i f t s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p e o p le  
l i s t e d  b e lo w . G i v i n g  s h o u ld  
b e  s e n t  v i a  t h e  C H M  o ffi c e  
(s e e  p a g e  8  s i d e b a r ).  
A d d r e s s e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  
b e lo w  i f  y o u  w i s h  t o  s e n d  
c a r d s ,  l e t t e r s  o r  e m a i l s  o f  
e n c o u r a g e m e n t .

1. Maria Abels: 1324 Water 
Spaniel Way, Round 
Rock, TX 78664 Condition: 
advanced lung cancer. Total 
bills: $13,232. Donations: 
$11,041. Remaining: 
$2,191.

2. Deborah Abshire: 
90 S. Virginia Ave., 
Germantown, OH 45327 
Condition: heart condition/
pacemaker. Total bills: 
$32,751. Donations: 
$28,419. Remaining: 
$4,332.

3. Tim Adams: 9650 
Spring Ridge Cir., 
Estero, FL 33928 
Condition: infected 
cyst/appendectomy. 
Total bills: $85,813. 

4. Randy Barker: 2371 
Plain View Hwy., 
Dunn, NC 28334 
Condition: complications 
from heart condition. Total 
bills: $18,270. 

5. Noah Barnes: 7585 
Yacht Club Dr., 
Cumming, GA 30041 
(carolyncoxbarnes@
gmail.com) Condition: 
scoliosis surgery. Total 
bills: $27,593. Donations: 
$22,323. Add-on bills: 
$1,529. Remaining: $6,799.

6. Kelley Beanblossom: 7464 
CR 3600, Brownsboro, 
TX 75756 (kperkbean@

aol.com) Condition: lower 
back pain. Total bills: $4,033. 
Donations: $6,105. Add-on 
bills: $5,550. Remaining: 
$3,478.

7. Lucy Beck: 1099 Beck 
Rd., Nyssa, OR 97913 
(lucygbeck@gmail.com) 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $16,946. 
Donations: $13,467. 
Remaining: $3,479.

8. Sara Beck: 200 Cherokee 
Rd., Lexington, NE 68850 
(sara.jean.neben@gmail.
com) Condition: surgery for 
female problems. Total bills: 
$9,277. 

9. Roger Begue: PO Box 
5111, Akron, OH 44334 
(roger@oppw.com) 
Condition: osteoarthritis/
knee injections. Total bills: 
$10,922. 

10. William Bender: 1890 
Creek Rd., Millmont, 
PA 17845 Condition: 
heart valve surgery. Total 
bills: $4,325. Donations: 
$70,363. Add-on bills: 
$69,542. Remaining: 
$3,504.

11. Bethany Bierman: PO 
Box 8, Carterville, MO 
64835 Condition: tumor 
removal surgery. Total bills: 
$19,358. 

12. James Boucher: N6368 
Wick Rd, Black Creek, 
WI 54106 Condition: 

heart disease. Total bills: 
$7,102. Donations: $2,885. 
Remaining: $4,217.

13. Teri Bowers: PO Box 
1550, Afton, WY 83110 
(teri@bowersallred.
com) Condition: double 
knee replacement. Total 
bills: $18,490. Donations: 
$14,618. Add-on bills: 
$2,860. Remaining: 
$6,732.

14. Tina Brown: 4911 King 
Richard’s Row, Midland, 
TX 79707 Condition: cardiac 
arrest. Total bills: $28,470. 
Donations: $77,025. 
Add-on bills: $56,033. 
Remaining: $7,478.

15. Valora Byler: 11511 
Froberg Rd., Baraga, 
MI 49908 Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$4,859. 

16. Samantha Callihan: PO 
Box 100, Cherry Lot, GA 
30522 (jake2callihan@
gmail.com) Condition: 
thoracic outlet syndrome 
(blood vessel/nerve 
disorder). Total bills: $11,247. 
Donations: $10,028. Add-
on bills: $1,797. Remaining: 
$3,016.

17. David Carder: 7568 E 
Phantom Way, Scottsdale, 
AZ 85255 (dave.carder@ 
cushwake.com) Condition: 
atrial fibrillation 
(heart condition). 

Prayer 
Page 
GIVING

Total needs remaining this month: $925,478
Each need would be met in full if each member family 

contributed $4.88 this month.

This amount is a suggestion; please consider giving today.
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All the believers were one in heart 
and mind. No one claimed that any of 
his possessions was his own, but they 
shared everything they had...There 
were no needy persons among them. 
Acts 4:32, 34a

What is the  
Prayer Page?
The Prayer Page is one of two 
programs by which CHM members 
share eligible medical expenses 
from pre-existing conditions.

Through CHM’s Prayer Page 
program, members voluntarily 
contribute funds above their 
monthly gift amount to provide 
additional support. We urge you to 
send cards of encouragement even 
if you are unable to contribute 
financially. Guidelines Z and AA 
contain complete information.

Contributions to the Prayer Page 
are tax deductible, unlike your 
regular monthly financial gifts. 
Giving to needs listed on these 
pages is not your CHM monthly 
gift. It is an opportunity to give 
over and above your gift amount. 

See the sidebars on pages 8-9 for 
more information on how to give.

P r a y e r  P a g e

Christian 
Healthcare 
Ministries  
Prayer Page
Attn: Prayer Page

127 Hazelwood Ave 
Barberton, OH 44203

Phone: 800-791-6225  
(ask for the Prayer Page)

Fax: 330-798-6105

chministries.org

Email: prayerpage@
chministries.org

http://chministries.org
mailto:prayerpage%40chministries.org?subject=
mailto:prayerpage%40chministries.org?subject=


Total bills: $23,590. 
Donations: $20,893. 
Remaining: $2,697.

18. Larry Carlson: 123 Keel 
Ct., Mooresville, NC 28117 
Condition: atrial fibrillation. 
Total bills: $49,343. 

19. Jedd & Jamie Coburn: 47 
Days Point Ln., Smithfield, 
VA 23430 (jjlcoburn@
gmail.com) Condition: 
The Coburns’ daughter, 
Bailey, had surgery to 
correct vesicoureteral reflux 
and to prevent kidney 
damage. Total bills: $2,955. 
Donations: $2,319. Add-on 
bills: $12,081. Remaining: 
$12,717.

20. Robert A. Collier: 1611 
Northfield Dr., Maryville, 
TN 37804 (racollier59@
gmail.com) Condition: 
Hairy cell leukemia. Total 
bills: $70,386. 

21. Laurie Connor: 37320 SW 
212th Ave, Homestead, 
FL 33034 (laconnorqapf@
gmail.com) Condition: hip 
replacement. Total bills: 
$6,283. Donations: $12,149. 
Add-on bills: $8,500. 
Remaining: $2,634.

22. Zachary Courtney: 2100 
Clubview Dr., Rockwall, 
TX 75087 (shellyneave@
gmail.com) Condition: 
herniated disc. Total bills: 
$14,250. 

23. Jessica Cowen: 577 
Lantern Hill Rd., Nixa, MO 
65714 (jessielynn731@
gmail.com) Condition: 
deviated septum/severe 
allergies. Total bills: $12,945. 
Donations: $9,375. 
Remaining: $3,570.

24. Greg & Emily Cowgur: 
695 E Fairview Ct., Gilbert, 
AZ 85295 Condition: 
The Cowgurs’ young son, 
Sawyer, suffered a severe 
asthma attack. Total bills: 
$7,149. Donations: $33,281. 
Add-on bills: $33,543. 
Remaining: $7,411.

25. William Daniels: PO 
Box 1322, Shady Spring, 
WV 25918 Condition: 
atherosclerosis (blocked 
artery). Total bills: $2,658. 
Donations: $7,505. Add-on 
bills: $14,499. Remaining: 
$9,652.

26. Cheryl Davis: 2950 
Danbyshire Ct. NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30345 
(cdavis27@bellsouth.
net) Condition: advanced 
neuroendocrine cancer. 
Total bills: $25,426. 
Donations: $111,223. 
Add-on bills: $98,583. 
Remaining: $12,786.

27. Rhonda Dilley: 1711 
Freedom St., Huntington, 
IN 46750 (garydilley58@
gmail.com) Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: 
$6,950. Donations: $4,125. 
Remaining: $2,825.

28. Leslie Doty: 6110 N 525 
East Rd., McLean, IL 61754 
Condition: heart condition. 
Total bills: $36,183. 
Donations: $21,649. 
Remaining: $14,534.

29. Nancy Engel: 31 
Christiana Pike, 
Christiana, PA 17509 
(njane27@gmail.com) 
Condition: advanced lung 
cancer. Total bills: $20,366. 
Donations: $19,696. Add-
on bills: $1,769. Remaining: 
$2,439.

30. Joseph Etemadi: 8820 
Aboite Center Rd, Fort 
Wayne, IN 46804 (joe.
etemadi@gmail.com) 
Condition: cyst removal. 
Total bills: $56,095. 
Donations: $52,579. 
Remaining: $3,516.

31. Patricia Farnsworth: PO 
Box 66, Kipton, OH 44049 
(abmspat1@gmail.com) 
Condition: hip replacement. 
Total bills: $4,203. 
Donations: $5,671. Add-on 
bills: $3,952.Remaining: 
$2,484.

32. Levi Fischer: 2220 
Copperstone Dr. Apt. 3A, 
High Point, NC 27265 
(levifischer94@gmail.
com) Condition: malaria. 
Total bills: $2,888. 

33. Luis Fragoso: 514 
Lidgerwood Ave., Apt. 
A-10, Elizabeth, NJ 07202 
(luisfragoso.04@gmail.
com) Condition: pituitary 
tumor removal. Total bills: 
$132,048. Donations: 
$123,517. Remaining: 
$8,531.

34. Anna Friessen: 205 NW 
Ave I, Seminole, TX 79360 
Condition: ulcers/hernia. 
Total bills: $4,081. 

35. Frank Gallaway: 374 
N Gold Creek Loop, 
Hamilton, MT 59840 
Condition: lower back 
pain. Total bills: $6,987. 
Donations: $9,015. Add-on 
bills: $6,414. Remaining: 
$4,386.

36. Gregory Gear: PO Box 
706, North Webster, IN 
46555 Condition: high 
blood pressure. Total bills: 

Who can give?
All readers are invited to 
give to Prayer Page needs 
(above regular monthly 
gifts) as they feel led.

All giving is voluntary; there 
is no obligation to give 
to Prayer Page needs to 
remain a CHM member.

How much  
should I give?
Give however much you 
feel led to give. 

See the “Prayer Page 
Giving” box on page 7 for 
suggestions.

How do I send  
my gift?
You can send financial 
gifts for the Prayer Page 
directly to the CHM office. 
The advantages of sending 
donations in this manner 
are that they are tax 
deductible and the paying 
down of medical bills is 
tracked without additional 
reporting burdens on 
Prayer Page recipients.

Please make your check out 
to CHM and write “Prayer 
Page” on the memo line. If 
you would like to specify a 
recipient, please also write 
their name on your check. 
Prayer Page needs are 
shared until they are paid 
in full (as long as there is 
no lapse in membership) 

Continued on  
the page 9 sidebar
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$9,675. Donations: $5,757. 
Remaining: $3,918.

37. Richard Gheen: 11121 
S Windsor Ct., Bealeton, 
VA 22712 (lmgheen@
comcast.net) Condition: 
inguinal hernia. Total bills: 
$12,469. Donations: $7,442. 
Remaining: $5,027.

38. Kiley Gonzalez: 628 
W Charlotte St., Lehi, 
UT 84043 Condition: 
bunions. Total bills: $9,740. 
Donations: $6,024. 
Remaining: $3,716.

39. Jamie & Emily Grabbe: 
PO Box 128, Celina, TX 
75009 Condition: The 
Grabbe’s daughter, Charlie, 
underwent surgery for 
sinus relief. Total bills: 
$4,564. Donations: $1,874. 
Remaining: $2,690.

40. Margaret Greene: c/o 
Marilyn McNealy: 1907 
Beverly Blvd., Seymour, 
IN 47274 Condition: 
Margaret passed away 
suddenly from cancer. Her 
daughter still needs help 
paying Margaret’s medical 
bills. Total bills: $11,587. 
Donations: $41,272. 
Add-on bills: $31,888. 
Remaining: $2,203.

41. Richard A. Hansen: 
51180 Banner Rd., Delta, 
CO 81416 (chansen210@
hotmail.com) Condition: 
achalasia (digestive 
disorder). Total bills: $21,676. 
Donations: $20,328. 
Add-on bills: $1,285. 
Remaining: $2,633.

42. Robert Hardy: 2220 
Waverly Woods Dr., 
Florence, SC 29505 

Condition: hernia surgery. 
Total bills: $5,108. 

43. David Harris: 23 Road 
1799, Farmington, NM 
87401 (ddharris86@
gmail.com) Condition: 
heart condition. Total 
bills: $42,792. Donations: 
$30,403. Discounts: 
$6,397. Add-on bills: $26. 
Remaining: $6,018.

44. Carol Hart: 603 Los 
Palmas Dr., Fleming 
Island, FL 32003 
(Carollee603@aol.com) 
Condition: hip revision 
surgery. Total bills: $9,662. 
Donations: $30,552. 
Add-on bills: $26,597. 
Remaining: $5,707.

45. Sara Heise: 224 
Brookwood Dr, 
Hortonville, WI 54944 
(heis.life@charter.net) 
Condition: re-injury of the 
ACL. Total bills: $5,341. 
Donations: $2,163. Add-on 
bills: $3,619. Remaining: 
$6,797.

46. Paul Hershberger: 
1297 Sielken Rd, 
Bronson, MI 49028 
(pauljhershberger88@
gmail.com) Condition: 
surgery for nasal polyps. 
Total bills: $9,546. 
Donations: $3,931. 
Remaining: $5,615.

47. Cynthia Hicks: 319 West 
Bacon St, Amboy, IL 61030 
Condition: hysterectomy. 
Total bills: $39,000. 
Donations: $13,727. 
Remaining: $25,273.

48. Shane Hill: 2721 
Bungalow Dr., Ammon, 
ID 83401 (shanejhill@
gmail.com) Condition: 

hip replacement. Total 
bills: $20,921. Donations: 
$12,454. Remaining: 
$8,467.

49. Alexis Hinson: 2949 S 
Jiovanni Ave., Meridian, 
ID 83642 (lexyhinson@
gmail.com) Condition: foot 
surgery. Total bills: $16,729. 
Donations: $17,851. 
Add-on bills: $8,056. 
Remaining: $6,934.

50. Jeffery T. Huffman: 
12401 Island Rd., 
Maxwell, NE 69151 
(jeffh5625@gmail.com) 
Condition: knee ligament 
surgery. Total bills: $7,742. 
Donations: $4,657. 
Remaining: $3,085.

51. Susan Hutz: 1898 
Labrant Rd., Bigfork, MT 
59911 Condition: cataract 
surgery. Total bills: $8,251. 

52. Jessica Jackson: PO Box 
202, Altamont, UT 84001 
Condition: Crohn’s disease/
intestinal blockage. Total 
bills: $6,253. 

53. Terri Jamison: PO Box 
595, Walnut, IL 61376 
Condition: chronic hernia 
pain. Total bills: $7,602. 
Donations: $4,506. Add-
on bills: $174. Remaining: 
$3,270.

54. Myran Jones: 10106 
Buffum, Houston, TX 
77051 (jonesmyran@
hotmail.com) Condition: 
diabetes complications. 
Total bills: $27,605. 
Donations: $94,024. 
Add-on bills: $75,484. 
Remaining: $9,065.

55. Joshua Kokkola: 2533 W 
775 N, Layton, UT 84041 

and CHM reserves the right 
to allocate your gift to any 
Prayer Page recipient with 
eligible medical bills. We 
will forward any card or 
encouraging note that you 
include, or you can send it 
directly to a recipient.

Donations can be made 
using the Member Portal 
(portal.chministries.org) 
or by calling 800-791-6225, 
ext. 5993. We encourage 
you to consider setting 
up recurring monthly 
donations. Call today to 
speak with a CHM staff 
person to set up monthly 
Prayer Page contributions.

How do I use the 
Giving Guide?
In the Giving Guide 
(chministries.org/
givingguide), find the 
range of membership 
numbers in which your 
number falls. You can send 
a gift to the need number 
that corresponds to your 
member number.

For example, if your 
number is 140000, you can 
send to need #29.

These directions are only 
suggestions; if you are not 
a CHM member or feel led 
by the Lord to give to a 
need other than the one 
suggested, please do so!

How do I send my gift? 
(Continued from the page 8 
sidebar)
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Condition: heart valve replacement. 
Total bills: $249,680. Donations: 
$270,275. Add-on bills: $24,626. 
Remaining: $4,031.

56. Dawn Kuntz: 28189 Longbranch 
Lake Rd, Macon, MO 63552 
(Dkuntz05@gmail.com) Condition: 
uterine pain. Total bills: $3,167. 
Donations: $1,390. Add-on bills: 
$1,296. Remaining: $3,073.

57. Rebekah Lattimer: 11340 Stage 
Rd, Akron, NY 14001 (joellatt@
buffalo.edu) Condition: surgery for 
endometriosis/ hysterectomy. Total 
bills: $6,109. Donations: $2,474. Add-
on bills: $3,000. Remaining: $6,635.

58. Keith Lawton: 801 Nogales 
Way, Gillette, WY 82716 
(klawton10@gmail.com) 
Condition: lesion removal 

surgery. Total bills: $77,983. Donations: 
$98,920. Discounts: $20,626. Add-on 
bills: $50,896. Remaining: $9,333.

59. Nathan R. Lee: 1750 Fordem 
Ave. Apt. 303, Madison, WI 53704 
Condition: seizures. Total bills: $9,551. 

60. Ross Leikvoll: 3531 Lodgehaven 
Dr., Gainesville, GA 30506 Condition: 
broken bones/tendon repair. Total 
bills: $9,569. 

61. Sherie Lindberg: 408 3rd St NW, 
Aitkin, MN 56431 Condition: knee 
replacement. Total bills: $41,708. 
Donations: $39,365. Remaining: 
$2,343.

62. Patrick Lockhart: PO Box 2366, 
Granby, CO 80446 Condition: Barrett’s 
esophagus/gastroesophageal reflux 
disease. Total bills: $6,354. Donations: 

$29,219. Add-on bills: $26,581. 
Remaining: $3,715.

63. Anthony Lopez: 2048 W Blakes 
Creek Ave., Nampa, ID 83686 
Condition: recurring testicular cancer. 
Total bills: $3,825. Donations: $88,218. 
Add-on bills: $87,420. Remaining: 
$3,027.

64. Mazen Maali: 8424 S. Neenah, 
Burbank, IL 60459 Condition: 
closed arteries. Total bills: $23,567. 
Donations: $9,600. Discounts: $1,154. 
Remaining: $12,813.

65. Jonathan Malm: 238 S. 13th 
St. Lindenhurst, NY 11757 
(jmalm123@gmail.com) Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: $41,177. 
Donations: $24,482. Remaining: 
$16,695.

Be strong, and let your 
heart take courage, 

all you who 
wait for 
the Lord!

– Psalm 31:24 esv
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66. Amelia Martin: 216 Bent Tree 
Ct., Burleson, TX 76028 Condition: 
emergency hysterectomy. Total bills: 
$6,152. 

67. Kathleen Martin: 6238 SR 514, 
Lakeville, OH 44638 Condition: 
endometriosis. Total bills: $10,400. 
Donations: $7,416. Remaining: 
$2,984.

68. Robert McClelland: 31 Marken Ln., 
Hillsboro, MO 63050 Condition: heart 
attack. Total bills: $20,341. Donations: 
$15,766. Remaining: $1,834.

69. Kelleah Metzger: 5165 W. Smiley 
Ave, Shelby, OH 44875 Condition: 
rotator cuff surgery and bone spur 
removal. Total bills: $17,656. Donations: 
$21,489. Add-on bills: $6,537. 
Remaining: $2,705.

70. Mark Momb: 6418 E 18th 
Ave., Spokane Valley, WA 99212 
(flourmill39@yahoo.com) Condition: 
heart condition. Total bills: $12,471. 
Donations: $8,901. Remaining: 
$3,570.

71. Judd Moss: 3604 NE Independence 
Ave., Lee’s Summit, MO 64064 
(flannelradish@gmail.com) 
Condition: lumbar spine fusion 
surgery. Total bills: $15,915. Donations: 
$12,480. Remaining: $3,435.

72. Sandra Mounce: 1810 S 293rd 
East Ave., Broken Arrow, OK 74014 
Condition: back surgery. Total bills: 
$3,871. 

73. Kindra Muche: N8799 N German 
Rd., Mayville, WI 53050 Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: $4,985. 

74. Amanda Muncy: 1208 W Cope 
Ln., Scottsburg, IN 47170 Condition: 
brain tumor. Total bills: $3,000. 

75. William Newman: 3131 CR 12650, 
Paris, TX 75462 Condition: prostate 
cancer. Total bills: $33,726. Donations: 
$13,810. Remaining: $19,916.

76. German Ortiz: 8 Reverend Houston 
Dr., Bedford, NH 03110 (ortizur@
msn.com) Condition: pacemaker 
replacement surgery. Total bills: $5,829. 
Donations: $3,469. Remaining: 
$2,360.

77. Jay Page: W12875 Cork Street Rd., 
Ripon, WI 54971 Condition: heart 
stent replacement. Total bills: $4,054. 

78. Cheonil Park: 20 Mercer Ave., 
Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632 
(adiocchiro@gmail.com) Condition: 
knee injury. Total bills: $15,583. 
Donations: $11,685. Add-on bills: 
$375. Remaining: $4,273.

79. Jacob Peterson: 150 Bancroft 
Plaza, Omaha, NE 68108 
(jdpeter94@gmail.com) Condition: 
cyst in arm. Total bills: $12,820. 

80. Phyllis Peterson: 912 N 
Carrington Ave., Buffalo, WY 
82834 (phyllis45_46@hotmail.
com) Condition: kidney failure. Total 
bills: $29,780. Donations: $17,741. 
Remaining: $12,039.

81. Lillian Reichert: 4005 Cherry 
Hills Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80524 
(Lr9489190@gmail.com) Condition: 
hip replacement. Total bills: $11,313. 
Donations: $9,053. Add-on bills: 
$180. Remaining: $2,440.

82. Rylee Ann Remor: 15 Arthur Lane, 
Winter Haven, FL 33880 (gkrremor@
gmail.com) Condition: kidney 
stone surgeries. Total bills: $27,420. 
Donations: $19,876. Remaining: 
$7,544.

83. Daniel M. Roe: 4494 Aberdeen 
Pl., Boulder, CO 80301 Condition: 
prostate surgery. Total bills: $14,934. 

84. Pedro Sandoval, Jr.: 118 
Northshore Dr., Bridgewater, 
VA 22812 (psandrb@gmail.com) 
Condition: spinal cancer. Total bills: 
$12,015. 

85. Wayne Schermerhorn: 4316 45th 
Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95824 
Condition: urological condition/
surgery. Total bills: $13,513. Donations: 
$8,429. Add-on bills: $1,032. 
Remaining: $6,116.

86. Christina Smith: 2920 Hartzog 
Ford Rd., West Jefferson, NC 28694 
(cristin.smith620@gmail.com) 
Condition: partial hysterectomy. Total 
bills: $20,380. Donations: $12,286. 
Add-on bills: $1,879. Remaining: 
$9,973.

87. Tiffany Smith: 250 Southern 
Trace Dr., Rockmart, GA 30153 
(Tsabby2012@yahoo.com) 
Condition: Tiffany’s young daughter, 
Abby, underwent two ear surgeries. 
Total bills: $3,124. 

88. Timothy Smith: 3 Pearl St, 
Bainbridge, NY 13733 (tdsmith4jc@
gmail.com) Condition: replacement of 
ACL & repair of both meniscus in right 
knee. Total bills: $11,001. Donations: 
$4,481. Remaining: $6,520.

89. Mark Somers: 10950 W Union 
Hills Dr. #800, Sun City, AZ 85373 
(lsomers13@gmail.com) Condition: 
bladder cancer. Total bills: $22,406. 
Donations: $26,091. Add-on bills: 
$15,792. Remaining: $12,107.

90. Michele Stafford: 10105 W Iliff 
Ave., Lakewood, CO 80227 (stafford.
mks@gmail.com) Condition: broken 
wrist/carpal tunnel surgery. Total 
bills: $11,854. Donations: $9,393. 
Remaining: $2,461.

91. Rachel Stahl: 123 Blantz Rd., Lititz, 
PA 17543 Condition: high blood 
pressure. Total bills: $6,267. Donations: 
$3,758. Remaining: $2,509.

92. Jeb Stogdell: 3092 W Divide 
Creek Dr., Meridian, ID 83646 (jeb.
stogdell@gmail.com) Condition: 
cervical spinal fusion. Total bills: 
$18,692. Donations: $41,047. 
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P r a y e r  P a g e  n e e d s  
s h a r e d  la s t  m o n t h

$604,887.79
Thank you for your faithful giving! 

Add-on bills: $26,715. Remaining: 
$4,360.

93. Tammy Stone: 5440 Shaw Ave., 
Winton, CA 95388 Condition: knee 
pain/osteoarthritis. Total bills: $30,253. 
Donations: $17,974. Remaining: 
$12,279.

94. Colleen Stremel: PO Box 1108, 
Clark, CO 80428 Condition: foot 
healed improperly following stress 
fracture. Total bills: $14,099. 

95. Mike Szwast: 318 Rumford Road, 
Lititz, PA 17543 Condition: diabetes 
complications. Total bills: $103,688. 
Donations: $97,147. Remaining: 
$6,541.

96. Gavin Tait: 1710 Hampton Walk 
Dr., Hoschton, GA 30548 Condition: 
torn ligament/knee surgery. Total 
bills: $12,852. Donations: $10,518. 
Remaining: $2,334.

97. Chad Thomas: 21218 Cyntheanne 
Rd., Noblesville, IN 46060 
(Chadthom0421@gmail.com) 
Condition: hip replacement. Total 
bills: $24,688. Donations: $21,909. 
Remaining: $2,779.

98. Curtis & Kathleen Troyer: 62323 
Lower Cove Rd., Cove, OR 97824 
(ctroyer@emypeople.net) Condition: 
The Troyers’ son suffers from perthes, 
a childhood hip condition. Total 
bills: $9,624. Donations: $7,095. 
Remaining: $2,529.

99. Ryan Tschetter: 16056 479th Ave., 
Revillo, SD 57259 (tschryan@yahoo.
com) Condition: surgery for deviated 
septum. Total bills: $16,967. Donations: 
$10,112. Remaining: $6,855.

100. Albert Umpervitch, Jr: 1964 
Police Tower Rd, Appomattox, 
VA 24522 (aeumper3@gmail.
com) Condition: bypass surgery/
aortic valve replacement. Total bills: 

$13,705. Donations: $5,551. 
Remaining: $8,154.

101. Ashley Van Uffelen: 5836 Stone 
Chase Dr., Windsor, CO 80550 
Condition: hip surgery/scar tissue 
removal. Total bills: $5,762. 

102. Terry Wagoner: 3923 S Rangeline 
Rd., West Milton, OH 45383 (sherry@
mrsbscatering.com) Condition: foot 
disease/surgery. Total bills: $26,069. 
Donations: $30,599. Add-on bills: 
$9,063. Remaining: $4,533.

103. Michael Wands: 3307 Steven 
Circle, Apex, NC 27539 (mwands@
nc.rr.com) Condition: ankle 
replacement surgery. Total bills: 
$21,815. Donations: $12,979. 
Remaining: $8,836.

104. Pam Weast: PO Box 353, Story, 
WY 82842 (stevew104087@gmail.
com) Condition: revision of knee 
replacement. Total bills: $2,702. 
Donations: $1,094. Add-on bills: 
$1,738. Remaining: $3,346.

105. Melinda White: 101 Cold Track, 
Willow Park, TX 76008 Condition: 
knee replacement. Total bills: $14,011. 
Donations: $11,051. Add-on bills: 
$3,855. Remaining: $6,815.

106. Paul Wilson: 1468 A 300th 
Ave, Frederic, WI 54837 (paul@
wilsonnews.net) Condition: heart 
condition. Total bills: $14,366. 
Donations: $27,982. Add-on bills: 
$16,055. Remaining: $2,439.

107. Scott Wilson: 3923 S Granville, 
Bartonville, IL 61607 (wilsco27@
gmail.com) Condition: double knee 
replacement, shoulder replacement. 
Total bills: $110,739. Donations: 
$158,732. Add-on bills: $58,330. 
Remaining: $10,337.

108. Simeon Wolf: 2100 
Stutzmantown Rd., Somerset, PA 
15501 Condition: bone cancer. Total 
bills: $10,888. 

109. Matt Wolfe: 1775 Nighthawk 
Trail, Victor, MT 59875 (mw_
training@yahoo.com) Condition: 

HOW MANY CAN YOU GUESS CORRECTLY?

back surgery. Total bills: $19,671. 
Donations: $11,661. Remaining: 
$8,010.

110. Kerri Zorn: 1510 Jolin Dr., 
Morris, IL 60450 (szorn21@
yahoo.com) Condition: partial 
hysterectomy/bladder sling surgery. 
Total bills: $2,864. Donations: 
$6,220. Add-on bills: $11,129. 
Remaining: $7,773. 

111. James Zweifel: 206 Sperow 
Trail, Martinsburg, WV 25404 
Condition: atrial fibrillation. Total 
bills: $3,398. 
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HOW MANY CAN YOU GUESS CORRECTLY?

1 CHM has been a Better Business 
Bureau Accredited Charity for how 
many years?
a) 7 years

b) 10 years

c) 5 years

d) 3 years

2 What was the dollar amount of 
eligible medical bills received by 
CHM in 2019?
a) About $1.4 billion

b) About $900 million

c) About $1.2 billion

d) About $1 billion

3 Approximately how many 
families did CHM help with their 
medical bills in 2019?
a) 40,000

b) 80,000

c) 50,000

d) 25,000

4 The ministry has over 200 
member testimonials on its 
website.
a) True b) False

5 CHM is coming up on a 
milestone birthday in 2021. The 
ministry is about to turn ____ 
years old.
a) 30

b) 25

c) 40

d) 50

6 CHM’s headquarters—housed 
in two former school buildings—is 
located in:
a) Alpena, MI

b) Chicago, IL

c) Franklin, TN

d) Barberton, OH

7 The state with the most 
ministry members is:
a) Ohio

b) Texas

c) California

d) Tennessee

8 CHM is best suited for:
a) College students/singles

b) Young marrieds

c) Entrepreneurs

d) Pastors/ministers

e) All of the above

9 About 50 percent of CHM 
members are also enrolled in the 
Brother’s Keeper sharing program 
for catastrophic costs.
a) True b) False

bl How many babies were born to 
CHM families last year? 
a) About 10,000

b) About 6,000

c) About 3,000

d) About 5,000

Answer key is on page 17
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remember the day I went to the post office 
and opened up the checks sent by CHM. It 
was staggering, and that type of support 
and care was amazing. [As we face this 
new cancer diagnosis] we’ve been able to 
walk this road without an undue burden 
of considering the financial ramifications 
because we know CHM has been faithful. 
Thank you CHM, and thank you CHM 
family.

#IamCHM is ongoing

Please, keep those videos coming! We 
want to keep sharing #IamCHM videos 
and stories. 

Here’s how to send a video to #IamCHM:

Post your story on social media and 
include the #IamCHM hashtag

Private message your video to any of our 
social media channels

Email your story to  
iamchm@chministries.org

Free months of membership and 50 
t-shirt giveaways

Five randomly-selected contributors to 
#IamCHM Day received a free month of 
ministry membership. That opportunity 
exists for all CHM members through our 
Bring-a-Friend program, which enables 
members to gain a free month of CHM 
membership for friends and relatives they 
help bring into the ministry. See the side 
bar on page three for more info about 
referring friends.

As an expression of CHM’s appreciation, 
another 50 randomly-selected #IamCHM 
contributors received an #IamCHM t-shirt.

Keep the love flowing

The ministry is considering making 
#IamCHM an annual event; however, it 
can’t replace regular extra monthly giving, 
for which Prayer Page-listed members and 
the ministry staff thank everyone who 
contributes to the Prayer Page. 

Want to make a Prayer Page contribution 
today? Simply:

Use the Member Portal (portal.
chministries.org) to make an online 
contribution

Include an extra gift marked "Prayer Page" 
with your monthly check to CHM

Contact CHM at 1-800-791-6225, ext. 5993, 
to make a donation by phone

Helping fellow Christians via the Prayer 
Page is a tangible expression of Christian 
love. It says you are known for loving 
others. It’s a way of showing you’re a 
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

And, it says, “#IamCHM.”

"#IamCHM Day was a hit", continued from page 3

time peaked at an average of 
150 days, a figure that has been 
shortened by up to 50 percent. 

Said Brown, “This milestone has been an 
answer to prayer, the result of hard 
work, cooperation, support of our 
members and a constant focus on CHM 
as a ministry with the purpose of 

glorifying God and serving His people—
and we will stay focused on our 
purpose.”

"Sharing time shortened", continued from page 2

#IamCHM Day was an amazing day celebrating, YOU, our faithful CHM members. We heard many encouraging #IamCHM member 
stories, and we want to make sure you don’t miss hearing the impact made by your participation in the ministry.

“We have received cards of encouragement 
assuring us of the prayers of other members. 
The staff is always very friendly, patient and 
knowledgeable. Faithfulness is everything—
and we have found CHM to be very faithful 
and true to their word. They’re truly a 
ministry that embodies Galatians 6:2!”

—Paul Baker, Troy, Ohio

“It’s a joy each month when we send in our 
gift amount knowing that it’s helping to 
ease the financial burden of another 
Christian with medical expenses. I’ve also 
humbly been on the receiving side of this 
ministry and have had other Christians help 
me pay my medical expenses.”

—Cynthia Gunselman, Lubbock, Texas

“Christian Healthcare Ministries has been a 
blessing to my family. My son had a 
melanoma in his eye that, when tested, 
continually came back as negative for 
cancer…until one time it didn’t. We received 
many letters of encouragement and cards—
it was phenomenal how people reached out, 
ministered to and prayed for us during that 
time.”

—Christine Archer, Pueblo, Colo.
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They later told Debbie that if I hadn’t 
come in that day, I wouldn’t have made 
it through the night. They also explained 
that my kidneys weren’t working and my 
lungs were in trouble.

I was in for a long recovery.

I woke up in the ICU with more wires and 
tubes in me than one could imagine. I 
had a great team of doctors and nurses; 
they took blood samples, gave me shots 
in the stomach twice a day, and pumped 
medication through my tubes. 

That’s when the next miracle occurred. 
From the moment I woke up, I had no 
fear. I felt like Jesus was holding me in 
His hands the whole time. Philippians 
4:7 came to mind: “And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” I had never before felt such 
a sense of peace. I spent a lot of time 
praying because, honestly, it was about 
all I could do. It was a time of drawing 
near to Jesus. 

I worried about how much the 
hospitalization would cost, but I was 
blessed again through my fellow CHM 
members. Losing six weeks of work 
was hard, but as a CHM member, I had 
confidence knowing CHM would share 
100 percent of my eligible hospital bills. 
God uses his people to bless others, and I 
have been blessed through this ministry. 

Once the tubes were removed, I was 
moved from the ICU to a private room. 
God was with me as I began my quick 
recovery.

At this point I learned about another 
miracle. I finally was able to call Debbie, 
and she shared what was going on. God’s 
army was working at full force. People 
dropped off food, money and flowers. A 
friend brought to the hospital a bag of 
goodies that included an encouraging 
book and cards filled with prayers. I 
received phone calls and videos calls; I was 
stunned by the number of prayer warriors 
I had all across the country. 

God’s love can move mountains, and I was 
the mountain.

I improved daily. Each time hospital 
staff came in, they said I was recovering 
remarkably fast. The oxygen was turned 
off, and finally, I was able to go home.

As soon as I healed enough to have 
back some of my voice, I shared with the 
doctors and nurses that I was giving all the 

credit to God for saving my life, yet I knew 
God used them as instruments for that 
purpose. I thanked them for their role in 
God’s plan. I was shocked when one of the 
doctors said, “You don’t know how much 
I appreciate that, because most people 
don’t thank us at all.” It’s unbelievable that 
anyone would not express their thanks 
and appreciation for having their health 
restored. 

God showed up multiple times 
throughout my story: through the arrival 
of my EMT friend; as He dispelled my fear; 

through the fervency of my prayer 
warrior friends; by healing my 
brother of COVID-19; by protecting 
our wives and children from the 
virus; through His merciful act of 
healing me; and by CHM members 
who financially and spiritually 
supported us through the process.

I’ll testify here and now that I’m 
a living miracle. I’m glad that in 
an ever-changing world, we have 
a never-changing God who will 
always love us. 

I’d like to thank every CHM member 
for their love and support. I also 
ask that if you know a person in 
healthcare, let them know you care 
for them and appreciate their work. 
Do something special so they see 

God through you. Slow down and spend 
time with family and friends—they’re 
blessings from God and are what truly 
matter. 

Above all, spend time with Jesus, who we 
love because He first loved us.

Weitermann testimony from page 5

• Your cost-sharing checks come sooner, 
as sharing time continues to decrease 
(see page two). 

• Through members’ faithfulness, CHM 
allocated disaster relief funds—
amounting to over $65,000—to help 
members experiencing hardship to 
maintain their memberships. CHM 
also created a program through which 

members with Bring-a-Friend credits 
can donate credits to fellow members 
in need. (Editor's note: See your 

September Member Gift Form billing 
statement for more information). 

• Out of hundreds of thousands of 
CHM members, only 63 members 
have so far submitted medical bills for  
COVID-19. Please pray for them! 

The world may be in turmoil, but with 
CHM—because of the grace of our 
Lord—you have safety, 
constancy and peace.

Dollars and sense continued from page 6

$53
Members share on average

per month
Million

 Losing six weeks of 
work was hard, but as a 

CHM member, I had confidence 
knowing CHM would share 100 
percent of my eligible hospital 
bills. God uses His people to 
bless others, and I have been 
blessed through this ministry.” 
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experienced in my life, and Drew rushed 
me back to the ER.

After the ER staff stabilized me, they 
once again admitted me to the hospital. 
The doctors performed more tests, but 
still found no answers. The only option 
remaining was exploratory surgery.

The surgeon called my husband twice 
during my surgery. The first call was 
to tell him that we made the right 
decision, since my lower abdomen was 
hard as a rock. The second call was to 
ask for permission to fit me with an 
ileostomy bag. 

Surgery revealed a hole in my small 
intestine—this caused infection in two 
feet of my intestines. They removed four 
inches of the worst part and fitted me 
with the bag to let the remainder heal. I 
also had peritonitis—an infection in the 
lining of my abdominal wall—from my 
leaking digestive system. 

I awoke from surgery feeling very 
sick and in extreme pain. Drew tried to 

encourage me the best 
he 

could, but I was struggling; I couldn’t 
imagine living with my waste coming out 
into a bag attached to my abdomen. After 

a few days, they discovered I had a pocket 
of fluid in my abdomen area. I had yet 
another procedure to drain that out. 

Over the next two weeks, I fought to get 
well. I was nutritionally fed with TPN—
total parenteral nutrition—and received 

infusions of magnesium, potassium and 
other electrolytes.

After three weeks in the hospital, I 
begged to go home—even though I 

wasn’t doing that great. 

I had little energy to do 
anything on my own and 
needed someone with me 
at all times. I could only eat 
very small amounts of food, 
and swallowing my meds 
was a struggle. Two weeks 
after my release from the 
hospital, I was readmitted 
due to low electrolyte levels. 

Once my levels were 
stabilized, I started improving 
and felt like eating again. 

What a wonderful 
experience after feeling 
sick for so long! 

I returned home four days later. I went 
twice a week to the infusion center to 
get magnesium infusions, and continued 

doing so for the next year.

Four months after my original 
surgery, I had surgery to 
reverse the ileostomy. The 
procedure itself went well, but 
I had complications and was 
in and out of the hospital a 
few more times over a two-
week period. Even so, my 
health improved, and it felt 
great to have my body back to 
somewhat normal.

My infusions gradually became 
less frequent, and I’ve now 
gone months without one. 
My magnesium levels are still 
on the low side, but that’s a 
condition I will continue to live 
with. 

When you go through a health 
crisis like this, it not only affects 
you, but also your spouse 

and children. Our kids—ages 15, 17, 18, 
19 and 22 at the time—didn’t know how 
to respond to seeing their mom so sick 
while they were going through their own 
teenage struggles. 

Drew had to run his construction business 
while spending weeks at a time with me 
in the hospital. He played a huge part in 
my healing and took good care of me. He 
encouraged me—and maybe got tough 
with me a little—to fight to get better. His 
continuous love and care was a blessing.

We had tremendous support from our 
families and our church. What would 
we do without the family of God? They 
faithfully provided meals for my family, 
prayed for us and anointed me with oil. I 
received many uplifting visits, texts and 
phone calls. 

Christian music was a particular blessing 
that encouraged me during the worst 
parts of my sickness. So many times in 
the ER or hospital, a song would play that 
would give me strength to go on. I always 
knew that Jesus was beside me, and that 
gave me hope.

Smucker testimony from page 5

 I’ve also been 
blessed with 

many cards and notes 
of encouragement from 
all over the country. 
A praying body of 
believers is a huge 
encouragement.”

Continued on page 1716
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Magnesium: a simple correction for heart palpitations
In response to the April 2020 
HealthWatch article, a member wrote: 

Thank you for the clear and thorough 
explanation of how magnesium and 
calcium work in the heart. I began taking 
magnesium for anxiety without realizing 
the relationship between anxiety and 
heart palpitations. I thought I had two 
entirely separate issues. When my heart 

palpitations stopped so suddenly after 
I began taking magnesium, it took me 
several days to figure out why. Thank you 
again for your time!

Dr. Jacobson’s response: Thank you 
for sharing your story. Though your 

experience with magnesium 
makes perfect biological and 
pharmacological sense, it’s rare 

to see a case in which there is 
such a clear-cut connection. 

Magnesium functions as a 
counterbalance to calcium. 

Whereas calcium is involved in muscle 
contraction, magnesium functions 
as a relaxant. This is why magnesium 
is contained in many laxatives. 
Furthermore, both calcium and 
magnesium are involved in conducting 

electrical impulses within the heart, 
with calcium playing an excitatory role 
and magnesium acting as a relaxant 
or depressant. This clarifies why, when 
determining treatment for cardiac 
dysrhythmias, one of the first things to 
consider is if there is an underlying need 
to increase magnesium. (See the current 
HealthWatch article on page four for 
more information on palpitations.)

Please note: My office requires a one-week 
turnaround for medical information. If 
you have an acute or emergency medical 
incident, please seek immediate medical 
attention.

If you have a health question for  
Dr. Jacobson, CHM Medical Director, 

please email it to doc@chministries.org. 
This information is not intended to replace 
the advice of your physician.

Health Q & A with Dr. Michael Jacobson, D.O. 

functions as a counterbalance to calcium. 
Magnesium is a smooth muscle relaxant 
and tends to calm hyper, excited nerve 
channels. It’s used during childbirth and is 

the treatment of choice for eclampsia—a 
condition during pregnancy that involves 
very high blood pressure, kidney damage, 
central nervous system excitation, and 
possibly even seizure activity. 

If your symptoms persist or worsen, it 
might be time to consult with a family 
physician, internist or cardiologist.

Healthwatch from page 4

When we first started receiving the 
hospital and doctor’s bills for my illness, 
it seemed slightly overwhelming. I had 
always submitted the medical bills before, 
but now I was too weak. A good friend 
helped the first couple of weeks until I 
could do it myself. We were able to get a 
30 percent discount on all the bills, plus an 
extra 25 percent discount on some of the 
really large bills. 

I really came to appreciate the CHM staff. 
They went the extra mile to encourage 
me and pray with me over the phone. 
We’re very thankful that we signed up 

for the Brother’s Keeper program, as my 
medical bills quickly exceeded $125,000. 
To date, CHM has shared nearly $250,000, 
after more than $185,000 in discounts. We 
praise God for this outpouring of love!

I’ve also been blessed with many cards 
and notes of encouragement from all over 
the country. A praying body of believers is 
a huge encouragement. 

Going through an illness like this has 
taught me to be more sensitive to others 
experiencing hardship or sickness. It also 
makes me more aware of the power of 
prayer. I desire to be more intentional in 

praying for others and reaching out with 
words of encouragement. 

We highly recommend CHM. We have the 
flexibility to choose our own doctors and 
hospitals, and our Personal Responsibility 
is almost always satisfied by the discounts 
we receive. Thank you, CHM, for being 
there for us!

Smucker testimony from page 16

Answer key from page 13: ! A @ D # C $ True % C ^ D & B * E  

( False (Over 70 percent of CHM families are also enrolled in Brother’s Keeper) BL B 17
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In your own words: members tell the CHM story
J u s t  a s  t h e  c h u r c h  o f  C h r i s t  i s  n o t  a  b u i ld in g , C h r i s t ia n  H e a l t h c a r e  M in is t r ie s  i s n ’t  a n  o ffi c e  in  O h io . T h e s e  le t t e r s  r e p r e s e n t  w h a t  y o u  w h o  
p a r t i c ip a t e  in  C H M  a r e  a c c o m p l i s h in g  f o r  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  C h r i s t . Yo u , t h ro u g h  y o u r  c o l le c t iv e  a n d  fa i t h -b a s e d  s h a r in g  a n d  
s u p p o r t , m a k e  t h i s  m in is t r y  p o s s ib le . W e  a r e  p r iv i l e g e d  t o  s e r v e  y o u . W e  a r e  p r iv i l e g e d  t o  s e r v e  H im .

Dear CHM,

Thank you all so much for your prayers. I 
have felt them. Thank you also for all the 
cards and words of encouragement. They 
have been such a blessing and will stay 
with me through life.

To all the staff who have helped me, thank 
you! I am so blessed to be part of CHM. 
Since we joined three years ago, I have 
been in the hospital four times with a life-
threatening situation. I have been amazed 
to see God’s hand in it all. 

When I got the hospital bill the first time 
I was hospitalized, it was over $70,000. I 
called and asked if they gave a self-pay 
discount. They said yes and sent a new 
bill. The new bill was less than $10,000. 
Between the discounts and other ways the 
doctors and hospitals have worked with 
us, our experience has been unbelievable. 
Of course, there have still been plenty of 
bills left, and CHM has been there for us. 
Not once have I felt anxious about the 
bills. Thank you all so much.

Sincerely,

Roberta Donnell 
Princeton, Mo.

Dear CHM,

Though we still have mounting medical 
bills, the Lord was faithful in eliminating 
a large portion of my son’s medical bills 
from his one-week hospital stay. He is still 
ill and slowly recovering, though doing 
better and is not critical anymore. I applied 
for financial assistance, and because of our 
circumstances, the hospital wrote off the 
nearly $80,000 we owed. Thanks for your 
support and care for our situation.

Best,

Carlton Milligan 
North Las Vegas, Nev.

Dear CHM,

Last fall I thought I was having a heart 
attack and was rushed to the hospital after 
going numb, faint, and sweating through 
my clothes at lunch. CHM not only shared 
the costs, but they also negotiated the 
final bill with health providers. This let me 
recover and focus on my family. This is a 
great ministry and truly a blessing!

Sincerely,

Court Bradley 
Southlake, Texas

Dear CHM,

I just wanted to thank you for sending 
a check so quickly for the medical bills 
associated with my foot surgery! As you 
can imagine, it was a very stressful time. To 
receive the check so soon after submitting 
the bills was a true blessing.

I am healing well—thank you also for your 
prayers during my recovery.

God bless,

Phylis Wright 
Rio Rancho, N.M.

Dear CHM,

CHM is a blessing, and I am still amazed 
at how many cards, letters and emails I 
receive from members even months after 
my surgery—a true blessing for sure! I 
am currently on Medicare but plan on 
keeping my membership active to help 
others who are in need.

Sincerely,

Gilbert Kassing 
Arlington, Texas

Dear CHM,

Our staff continues to report over and 
over again how wonderful, caring and 
spiritually supportive you are when they 
interact with you. They’re thrilled to be 
a part of the CHM family. They love and 
appreciate what you are doing for them. I 

suspect you don’t hear that as often as you 
should, but I want you to hear it from me: 
You are amazing, and what you do here for 
God and our staff is beyond amazing! The 
ministry you provide, the needs that get 
met, the lives that are put back together 
through your caring touch is nothing 
short of miraculous!

Sincerely,

Bea Rosenhauch 
Administrator to Pine Cove Group 
Tyler, Texas

Dear CHM,

You have been a blessing to us! I wish we 
could give more. Thank you for all you do 
and for every member. May our Lord bless 
your every effort.

Sincerely,

Betty Grantham 
Goldsboro, N.C.

Dear CHM,

We want to let you know we received the 
beautiful memorial volume you sent us. 
Your thoughtfulness and kindness is very 
much appreciated. Thank you for honoring 
my husband in this way and for sharing 
the burden of his medical expenses.

Sincerely,

Karen Whittall 
Rowlett, Texas

Dear CHM,

A quick note to say thanks again for being 
such a wonderful ministry to so many in 
the faith. You were always there for me 
when I needed you. Lord bless and keep 
you always.

Love and prayers,

Debbie Lee 
The Woodlands, Texas
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Prayer requests this month:
These are prayer requests only. Please send your monthly financial gift to the CHM office (see instructions on your 
yellow Member Gift Form). We invite you to send cards or words of encouragement to the people listed below.

Gerald and Joyce Cass: 27 South 
Main St., Poland, ME 04274 Gerald will 
undergo quintuple bypass surgery. Please 
pray for a successful surgery and complete 
recovery.

Heath and Traci Tappe: 238722 N. 
128th Ave., Wausau, WI 54401 Traci was 
diagnosed with a brain tumor. Please 
pray for healing, comfort and guidance for 
her doctors. 

Leroy and Consuelo Campbell: PO 
Box 94, Claude, TX 79019 Consuelo is 
battling ALS. Please pray for her and her 
husband, Leroy, as they look into hospice 
care.

Johnna Redmon: 2935 Hudson Blvd. 
#113, The Colony, TX 75056 Johnna  was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. Please pray 
for  her as she undergoes treatment.

Daniel Yoder: PO Box 65, Clinton, AR 
72031 Daniel's wife, Rebecca, passed 
away. Please pray for his strength and 
encouragement during this difficult time.

Beverley Walton: 318 Fall 
Meadow Drive, Sanger, TX 76266 
Beverley was diagnosed with ocular 
melanoma. Please pray for her as she 
undergoes treatment.  

Julie Beavers: 7685B Martins Creek 
Road, Murphy, NC 28906 Please pray 
for Julie and her family as she undergoes 
treatment for three types of cancer.

Gary and Diana Carpenter : PO Box 
235, Silver Springs, FL, 34489 Diana 
was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 
Please lift her in prayer as she undergoes 
treatment.
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CHM legal notices (more notices are on our website at chministries.org/legal-notices)

Christian Healthcare Ministries (hereinafter “CHM”), a not-for-profit religious organization, is not an insurance company. No ministry operations or publications are offered 

through or operated by an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any 

CHM member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be entirely voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. 

Whether you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and whether CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Florida Residents: A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free, 

within the state of Florida. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the State of Florida. 1-800-435-7352 Our Florida registration number is 

CH3543. CHM has not retained any professional solicitors or professional fundraising consultants and 100% of each contribution is received by our organization.

Especially for Kentucky Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by an insurance company and they 

are not offered through an insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether 

any member chooses to share the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether you 

receive any gifts for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Maryland Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an insurance 

company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. No other member will be compelled to contribute 

toward the cost of your medical bills. Therefore, CHM should never be considered a substitute for an insurance policy. This activity is not regulated by the Maryland Insurance 

Administration, and your liabilities are not covered by the Maryland Life and Health Guarantee Fund. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts for medical expenses and 

whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for Oklahoma Residents: This is not an insurance policy. It is a voluntary program that is neither approved, endorsed or regulated by the Oklahoma Department 

of Insurance and the program is not guaranteed under the Oklahoma Life and Health Insurance Guaranty Association.

Especially for Pennsylvania Residents: Notice: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 

insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 

the burden of your medical bills will be totally voluntary. As such, CHM should never be considered as a substitute for insurance. Whether you receive any financial gifts for 

medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you are always liable for any unpaid bills.

Especially for South Dakota Residents: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s program is not an insurance contract. This plan does not fall under the jurisdiction of the 

South Dakota Division of Insurance and the plan is not covered under the South Dakota guaranty fund.

Especially for Wisconsin Residents: Attention: CHM is not an insurance company. CHM’s related operations and publications are not issued by or offered through an 

insurance company. CHM does not guarantee or promise that your medical bills will be shared or assigned to others for financial gifts. Whether any member chooses to share 

the burden of your medical bills is entirely voluntary. CHM should never be considered as a substitute for an insurance policy. Whether or not you receive any financial gifts 

for medical expenses, and whether or not CHM continues to operate, you will always remain responsible for the payment of your own medical bills.
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The mission of Christian Healthcare Ministries is to 
glorify God, show Christian love, and experience God’s 

presence as Christians share each other’s medical bills.


